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Written in the Year 1721 . 

k ^ 

I T is the peculiar Felicity and Prudence of ^ 
the People in this Kingdom* that, what** 
ever Commodities, or Productions- lie un- 
der the greateft Dilcotiragements from Eng- 
land,' thofe are what they are *fure to be 
moft induttrious ill cultivating and ljpreading. 

* Of the SucCefs of'this Difccurlb, and the 
Profecution of the Printer of it, fee Letter 
of the D rapier, and the Prole Works of Mr. 

Pope , Vol. II. Letter V. 1 .** 4 % . 

. ** r * 
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Agriculture , which hath been the principal 
Care of all wife Nations^ and for the Encou- 
ragement whereof there are fo many Statute-- 
Laws in England , we countenance fo well, 
that the Landlords are every where, by penal 
• Claufes, abfoLutely prohibiting their Tenants 
from Plowing ; not fatisfied to confine them 
within certain Limitations, as is the Pra&ice 
of the Englijh j one Effe6l of which , is already 
feen in the prodigious Dearnefs of Com, and 
the Importation of it from London , as the 
cheaper Market. And becaufe People are the 
Riches of a Country , and that our Neighbours 
have done, and are doing all that in them lies, 
to make our Wool a Drug to us, and a Mo? 
nopoly to them } therefore the politick Gentle- 
men of Ireland have depopulated vaft T rafts 
of the belt Land, for the feeding of Sheep. 

I could fill a Volume as large as the Hif ory 
of the wife Men of Gotham , with a Catalogue 
only of fome wonderful Laws and Cu items we 
have obferved within thirty Years part. It is 
taie, indeed, our beneficial Tpaihck of Wool 

* with France , hath been our only Support for 
feverai Years paft, furnifhing us ijvith all the 
little Money we have to pay our Rents, and 
go to Market. But pur Merchants allure me, 
This Trade hath received a great Damp by the 
frefent fiuBuating Condition of the Coin in 
France } and that tnof of their Wine is paid for 
in Specie , witkont carrying thither any Commo- 
dity hence. ' C 

- . ‘ flow- 
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However, fince we are fo univerfally bent 
upon enlarging our Flocks, it may be worth in- 
quiring, what we ftiall do with cur W ool, in ? 
cafe Barnjlaple fliould be ever over-ftocked, 
and our French Commerce Should fail ? 

I fliould wifli the Parliament had thought 
fit to haVe fufpended their Regulation of 
Church Matters, and Enlargements of the 
Prerogative, until a more convenient Time, 
becaufe they did not appear very prefling (at 
leaft to the Perfons principally concerned) and, 
initead of thefe great Refinements in Politicks 
and Divinity , had anmfed themfelves and their 
Committees, a little, with the State of the 
Nation . For Example : What if the Houfe 
of Comrhons had thought fit to make a Re- 
folution, Nentine Contradicente , againft wear- . 
ing any Cloth or Stuff in their Families, which 
were not of the Growth and Manufacture of 
this Kingdom ? What if they extended it fo 
far as utterly' to exclude all Silks, Velvets* 
Callicoes, and the whole Lexicon of Female 
Fopperies $ and declared, that whoever aCted 
otherwife, fliould be deemed aud reputed an 
Enenty to the station ? What if they ha<! ferit 
tip fuch a Refoliition to be agreed to by the 
Houfe of Lords; and by' their own Practice 
and Encouragement, fpread the Execution of 7 
it in their feveral Countries ? What if we 1 
fliould agree to make burying in Woollen a Fa - 
fkion, as our Neigbours have made it a Law ? 
What if the Ladies would be content with 
Irifh Stuffs for the Furniture of their Houfes, 

B z for 
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4 . A Propofal for the Univerfd Ufe 

foi Gowns and Petticoats to themlelves and their 
Daughters ? Upon the whole, and to crown 
ail the reft, let a firm Refijlution be taken, by 
Male and Female , never to appear with one 
lingie Shred that comes from England j and let 
all the People fay , AMEN. 

I hope, and believe, nothing could pleafe 
his Majeftv better than to hear that his loyal 
Subjects ot both Sexes, in this Kingdom, ce- 
lebrated his Birth-Day (now approaching) 
umv erf ally dad in their own Manufacture. 
Is there Virtue enough left in this deluded 
People to lave them from the Brink of Ruin? 
If the Mens Opinions may be taken, the 
Ladies will look as handfome in Stuffs as 
Brocades ; and, fmce all will be equal, there 
may be room enough to employ their Wit 
and Fancy in chufmg and matching of Pat- 
terns and Colours. I heard the late Arch- 
hiftiop of Tuam piention a pieafant Oblerva- 
t ion of fome Body’s; that Ireland would ne- 
wer be happy 'till a Law were made for burn- 
ing every thing that came from England, ex- 
cept their People and their Coals. I mu ft 
contefs, that as to the former, I fhould not 
be lorry if they would ftay at home } and for 
the latter, I hope, in a little Time we lhall 
have noOccafion for them. 

Non tanti mitra ef, non tanti Judicis of rum . 

But I Ihould rejoice to fee a Stay Lace from 
England be thought fcandalous y and become a 
Topick for Cenfure at Vifits and Tea Tables. 

‘ • If 
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If the unthinking Shop-keepers in this 
'Town, had not been utterly deftitute of com- 
mon Senfe, they would have mt’de fome 
PtDpofal to the Parliament , with a Petition to 
the Purpofe I have mentioned ; promifmg to 
improve the Cloths and Stuffs of the Nation » 
into all poffible Degrees of Finenefs and Colours 
and engaging not to play the Knave, according 
to their Cuftom, by exacting and impofing upon 
the Nobility and Gentry , either as to the Prices , 
' br the Goodnefsi For I remember, in London 
upon a general Mourning, the rafcally Mercers 
and Woollen Drapers would, in Four and 
Twenty Hours, raife their Cloths and Silks to 
above a double Price $ and if the Mourning 
continued long, then come » whining with 
Petitions to the Court , that they were ready to 
fiarve, and their Fineries lay upon their Hands • 

I could wifh our Shop-keepers would im- 
mediately think on this Propofal , addrefling 
it to all Perfons of Quality, and others ; but 
firft be lure to get fome Body who can write 
Settle, # to put it into Form. 

I think it needlefs to exhort the Clergy to 
■follow this good Example, becaufe in a little 
* Time i thofe among them r vho are fo unfortu- 
nate to have had their Birth and Education in 
this Country , will think them] 'elves abundantly 
happy when they can afford Irilh Crape , and 
an Athlone Hat $ and as to the others, I JkaU 
siot prefume to direft them. I have indeed, 
feen the prefent Archbilhop of Dublin clad 
from Head to Foot in our own Manufa&ure, 

B 3 aad 
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and yet, under the Rdfe be it i’poken, bis 
Grace defenses as good a Gown, as if he had 
■not been born among us. 

I have not Coinage enough to. offer one Syl- 
lable on this Subject to their Honours of the 
Army : Neither have I fufficiently confidered 
the great Importance of Scarlet and Gold 
Lace. 

The Fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas , 
is to thia Purpofe : The Goddefs had heard of 
one Arachne a young Virgin, very famous for 
Spinning and Weaving : They both met upon 
a Trial of Skill ; and Pallas finding herfelf 
almoft squall’d in her own Art, flung with 
"Rage, and Envy, knockther Rival down, and 
turned her into a Spider ; enjoining her to 
fpin and voeavc for ever, out of her oven 
Bowels, and in a very narrow Cosnpafs. I 
confefs that, from a Boy, • I always pitied 
poor Arachne , and could never heartily love 
the Goddefs, on Account of fo cruel and un- 
juft a Sentence ? which, however, is fully exe- 
cuted upon Us by England , with further Ad- 
ditions of Rigour and Severity. For the greats 
. eft Part of our Bowels and Vitals is extracted ; 
without allowing us the Liberty of fpinning 
and weaving them. 

The Scripture tells us, that Oppreffion snakes 
a ivife Man snad j therefore, confequently 
fpeaking, the Reafon why feme Men are npfe 
snad , is becaufe they are not wife : However 
if were to be wifhed, that Opprefion would, 

• in Time-, teach a little IVfdotn to Fools , 
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I was much deliglited with a Perfon, who 
hath a great Ellate in this Kingdom, upon his 
Complaints to me, how grievoufly POOR Eng- 
land fuffers by Impofltions from Ireland. TJiiat 
we convey our own Wool to France, in Spight 
of all the Harpies at the Cuflom-Houfe. That 
M?' Shuttleworth, and others on the Chefliire 
Coafls , are fuch Fools to fell us their Bark at 
a good Price for tanning our own Hides into 
Leather : with other Enormities of the like 

Weight and Kind. To which I will venture to 
add more s That the Mayoralty of this City is 
always executed by an Inhabitant, and often by 
a Native, which might be as well done by a 
Deputy, with a moderate Salary , whereby 1 
POOR England lofeth, at leaf, three thoufand 
Pounds a Year upon the Balance , That the Go- 
verning of this Kingdom cofs the Lord Lieu - 
tenant three Thoufand fix Hundred Pounds a 
Year ; fo much net Lofs to POOR England. 
That the People of Ireland prefume to dig for 
Coals in their own Grounds ; and the Farmers 
in the County of Wicklow fend their Turf to 
the very Market of Dublin, to the great Dif- 
couragement of the Coal Trade of Moftyn and 
Whitehaven, That the Revenues of the Poft- 
Office here, fo right eoufy belonging to the Eng- 
lifh Treafury, as ariflng chiefly from our own 
Commerce with each other, Jhould be remitted 
to London* clogged with that grievous Bur- 
then of Exchange, and the Penfions paid out of 
the Irifh Revenues to Englilh Favourites Jhould 
He under the fume Dijadvctntage } to the great 
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Lofs of the Grantees. When a Divine is fent 
over to a Bifhoprick here, with the Hopes of 
Five and Twenty Hundred Pounds a Year $ upon 
his Arri val, he finds, alas / a dreadful Dif count 
of Ten or Twelve perCent. A Judge, or a 
Commiflloner of the Revenue, has the fame 
Caufe of Complaint* Laftly, The Ballad upon 
Cotter is vehemently fufpeCted to he Irifh Manu- 
facture ; and yet ts allowed to he futig in out 
open Streets, under the very Nofe of the Go- 
vernment. 

• Thefe are a few among the many Hardfhlpg 
we put upon that P 00 R Kingdom of Eng- 
land j for which, I am confident, every honefi 
Manwifheth a Remedy : And, I hear, there is 
a Project on Foot for tranfporting our heft 
Wheatcn Straw, by Sea and Land Carriage, 
to Dunfiable $ and obliging us by a Law, to take 
off yearly lb many Tun of Straw-Hats, for the 
Ufe of our Women } which will be a great En- 
couragement to the Manufacture of that in- 
duftrious Town. • « 

I would be glad to learn among the Di- 
vines, whether a Law to bind Men without their 
own Confent, be obligatory in foro Confident ice 5 
becaufe, I find Scripture, Sandcrfon, and 
Suarez , are wholly filent in the matter. The 
Oracle of Reafon, the great Law of Nature, 
and general Opinion of Civilians , wherever 
they treat of limited Governments , are, indeed, 
decifive enoxigh. 

It is wonderful to obferve the Byafs among 
our People in favour of Things, Perfons , and 

Wares 
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Wares of all Kinds that come from England. 

T he Printer tells his Hawkers, that ke has got 
an excellent new Song jujl brought from Lou- 
don. I have l'omewhat of a Tendency that 
way myfelf \ and upon hearing a Coxcoftw from 
thence difplaying himfelf with great Volubility > 
upon thePark, thePlay~Houfe>thQOpera,theGam- 
ing Ordinaries , it was apt to beget in me a Kind 
of Veneration for his Parts and Accomplifh- 
ments. It is not many Years, fince I remember 
a Perfon who by his Style and Literature, feems 
to have been ' the Corrector of a Hedge-Preis 
in fome Blind-Alley about Little -Britain , proceed 
gradually to be an Author, at lealt * a 7 ranjlator 
of a lower Rate, although fomewhat of a 
Jarger Bulk, than any that now flourijbes in 
Grub-Jlreet ; and, upon the Strength of this 
Foundation, come over here, ere& himfelf up 
into an Orator and Politician, and lead a 
Kingdom after him. This, I am told, was the 
•very Motive that prevailed on the f Author of a 
Play, called Love in a Hollow free, to do us 
the Honour of a Vifit ; prefuming, with very 
good Reafon, that he was a Writer of a fupe- 
fior Clafs. I know another , who, for Thirty 
Y ears paft, hath been the common Standard of 
Stupidity in England, where he was never heard 
a Minute in any AJfembly or by any Party , 
with common ChriJHan Treatment j yet upon 

* Suppofed to be Cafar's Commentaries, de- 
dicated to the D — of Marlborough , 

+ L, G — . 
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his Arrival hither, could put on a Face of 
Importance and Authority , talk more than Six* 
without either Gracefulnefs , Propriety , or Mean- 
ing ; and, at the fame Time, be admired and 
followed, as the Pattern of Eloquence and 
tVifdom. ’ 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or 
fhewn a greater Difpofition to a contemptuous 
T reatment of Ireland in fome chief Governors, 
than that high Style of feveral Speeches from 
the Throne, delivered, as ufual, after the 
Royal Ajfent , in fome Periods of the two laft 
Reigns. Such Exaggerations of the prodigious 
Condefcenjions in the Prince, to pafs thofe good 
Laws, would have but an odd Sound at Weft* 
minjler i Neither do I apprehend* how any 
good Lam can pafs, wherein the King's Inte- 
reft is not as much concerned as that of the 
People . I remember, after a Speech on the 
like Occafion, delivered by my Lord IVharton * 
{I think it was his laft) he defirfcd Mr. Addtfon 
to afk my Opinion on it : My Anfwer was flhat 
hisExcellency had very honeJHy forfeited hisHead^ 
on Ac count of one Paragraph } wherein be ajferted * 
by plain Confequence , a difpenfmg Power in the 
Queen. His Lordfhip owned it was true , but 
fwore the Words were put into his Mouth , by 
direft Orders from Court! From whence it 
is clear, that fome Minifers In thofe Times 
were apt, from their high Elevation, to look 
down upon this Kingdom, as if it had been 
one of their Colonies - of Outcajfs in America. 
And I obferved a little of the fame Turn of 
' Spirit 
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Spirit in fame great Men, from whom I exr 
peeled better j although, to do them Juftice, 
It proved no Point of Difficulty, to make them 
correSl their Idea whereof the whole Nation 

quickly found the Benefit But that is 

forgotten. How the Style hath lince run, I 
am wholly a Stranger j having never feen a 
Speech fince the lalt of the Queen. 

I would now expoftulate a little with our 
Country Landlords 5 who, by unmeafurable 
J crewing and racking their Tenants all over 
the Kingdom, have reduced the raiferable 
People to a worfe Condition than the Peafants 
in France, or the Vajfals in Germany and Po- 
land ; fo that the whole Species of what we 
call Sabjlantial Farmers, will in a very few 
Years be utterly at an End. It was pleafant 
to obferve thefe Gentlemen,, labouring with 
all their Might , for preventing the Bi/hops 
from letting their Revenues ‘at a moderate 
half Value, (whereby the whole Order would, 
in an Age, have been reduced to manifeft 
Beggary) at the very Inftant, when they were 
canting their own Land upon ffiort Leales, and 
facrificing their oldcjl Tenants for a Penny an 
Acre Advance. r I know not how it come6 tq 
pafs, (and yet, perhaps I know well enough) 
that Slaves have a natural Difpofition to be 
Tyrants, and that when my Betters give me a 
Kick, I am apt to revenge it with fix vpoq 
my Footman ; although, perhaps he may be aij 
honeft and diligent Fellow. I have heard great 
Divines affirm, that nothing is fo likely to call 

down 
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do a vn an uni'Verfol Judgment from Heaven upon 
a Nation , as umvetfol Opprcjion and whether 
this be not already verified in Part, their IVor- 
Jhips the Landlords are now at full Leii'ure to 
conlider. Whoever travels this Country, and 
obferves the Face of Nature, or the Faces , 
anti Habits, and Dwellings of the Natives § 
will hardly think -himfelf in a Land where 
either Law, Religion, 1 or common Humanity is 
profefled. 

I cannot forbear faying one Word upon a 
Tiring they Call a Bank, which, I hear, is pro- 
jefling in this Town. I never faw the Pro- 
pofols, nor underhand any one Particular of 

♦ their Scheme : What I Willi for, at prefent, 
is only a fuffieient Provilion of Hemp, and 
Caps, and Bells, to diftribute according to the 
feveral Degrees of Honefly and Prudence in fome 
Perfons. I hear only of a monftrous Suin 
already named ; and, if Others do not loon 
hear of it too, and hear of itwith a Vengeance , 
then am I a Gentleman of lefs Sagacity than • 
myfelf, and very few befides, take me to be. 
And the Jeft will be ftill the better, if it be 
true, as judicious Perfons have allured me, 
that one half of this Money will be real, and 
the other half altogether imaginary. The 
Matter will be likewife much mended, if the 
Merchants continue to carry off our Gold, and 
our Goldfmiths do continue to melt down our 
heavy Silver. 

* •" - ' • •• * 5 
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N. B, About the Time that the following Speech 
was * written , the Town was much pefercd 
with Street-Robbers } who, in a barbarous 
Manner , would feize on Gentlemen, and take 
them into retnote Corners , and after they had 
robbed them, would leave them bound and gag- 
ged. It is remarkable , that this Speech bad fa 
good an Effeft, that there have been very 
few Robberies of that kind committed fince. 

THE LAST 

Speech and Dying Words 

OF' . 

EBENEZER ELLISTON, 

Who was executed the Second Day of 
May , 1722 

Publijbed at his Defire, for the common Good, 

* *i 

* * * » 

I Am now going to fuffer the juft Punifti* 
ment for my Crimes, prefcribed by the 
Law of God and my Country. I know it 
is the conftant Cuftom, that thofe who come 
to this Place Ihould have Speeches made for 
them, and cryed about in their own Hearing, 
as they are carried to Execution 5 and truly 
they are fuch Speeches, that, although our 
Vol. IX. C Frater- 
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Fraternity be an ignorant illiterate People, 
they would make a Man afhamed to have 
fuch Nonfenle and fall’e Etiglijh charged upon 
him, even when he is going to the Gallows. ' 
They -contain a pretended Account of our 
Birth and Family ; of the Fa£l for which we 
are to die ; of our fincere Repentance ; and a 
Declaration of our Religion. I cannot expe6l 
to avoid the fame T reatment with my Prede- 
ceffors. However, having had an Education 
one or two Degrees better than tliofe of my 
Rank and Profeffion 5 I have been confider- 
ing, ever fmce my Commitment, what it 
might be proper for me to deliver upon this 
Occafion. 

And Firft, I cannot fay, from the Bottom 
of my Heart, that I am truly lorry for the 
Offence I have given to God and the World ; 
but I am very much fo, for the bad Succefs of 
my Villainies in bringing me to my untimely 
End. For it is plainly evident, that after 
having fome time ago obtained a Pardon from 
the Crown, I again took up my old Trade ; 
my evil Habits were fo rooted in me, and I was 
grown fo unfit for any other kind of Employ- 
ment. And therefore, although in Compli- 
ance with my Friends, I rel’olve to go to the 
Gallows after the ufual manner, kneeling, 
with a Book in my Hand, and my Eyes lift 
up ; yet I fhall feel no more Devotion in my 
Heart than I have obferved in my Comrades, 
who have been drunk among common Whores 
the very Night before their' Execution. I cam 

fay 
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fay farther from my own Knowledge, that two 
of my Fraternity, after they had been hanged, 
and wonderfully came to Life, and made their 
Efcapes, as it foinetimes happens, proved af- 
terwards the wickedeft Rogues I ever knew, 
and focontinucd until they were hanged again 
for good and all 5 and yet they had the Impu- 
dence at both Times they .went to the Gallows, 
to fmite their Breafts, and lift up their Eyes to 
Heaven all the Way. 

Secondly, From theKnowledge I have of my 
own wicked Difpoiitions,and that of my Com- 
rades, I give 'it as my Opinion, that nothing 
can be more unfortunate to the Publick than 
the Mercy of the Government in ever pardon- 
ing or tranfporting us ; unlefs when we betray 
one another, as we never fail to do, if we 
are fure to be well paid, and then a Pardon 
may do good $ by the fame Rule, That it is 
better to have but one Fox in a Farm than three 
or four. But we generally make Shift to re- 
turn after being tranfported, and are ten times 
greater Rogues than before, and much more 
cunning. Belides, I know it by Experience, 
that fome Hope we have of finding Mercy, 
when we are tried, or after we are condemned, 
is always a great Encouragement to us. 

Thirdly,- Nothing is more dangerous to idle 
young Fellows than the Company of thofe 
odious common Whores we frequent, and of 
which this Town is full : Thefe Wretches put 
us upon all Mifchief to feed their Lulls and 
Extravagancies: They are ten. times more 
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bloody and cruel than Men, their Advtee fa 
Always not to Ipare if we are purfued $ they 
get drunk with us, and are common to us all $ 
and yet, if they can get any thing by it, are 
lure to be our Betray er$. 

Now as I am a dying Man, fomething I 
have done which may be of good Ufe to the 
Publick. I have left with an honeft Man (and 
indeed the only honeft Man I was ever ac- 
quainted with) the Names of all my wicked 
Brethren, the prefent Places of their Abode* 
with a ftiort Account of the chief Crimes they 
have committed j in many of which I have 
been their Accomplice, and heard the reft from 
their own Mouths ; I have likewife fet down 
the Names of thofe we call our Setters, of the 
wicked Houfes we frequent, and of thofe who 
receive and buy our ftolen Goods. I have fo- 
lemnly charged this honeft Man, and have re- 
ceived his Promife upon Oath, that whenever 
he hears of any Rogue to be tried for Robbing* 
or Houfe-breaking, he will look into his Lift* 
and if he finds the Name there of the Thief 
concerned, to fend the whole Paper to the 
Government. Of this I here give my Compa- 
nions fair and publick Warning, and hope they 
will take it. 

In the Paper above-mentioned, which I left 
with my Friend, I have alfo fet down the 
Names of feveral Gentlemen who have been 
robbed in Dublin Streets for three Years paft ; 
I have told the Circumftances of thofe Rob- 
beries } and fhewn plainly that nothing but the 

Want 
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• Want of common Courage was the Caufe of 
their Misfortune. I have therefore defired my 
Friend, that whenever any Gentleman happens 
to be robbed in the Streets, he will get that 
Relation printed and publifhed with the firft 
Letters of thofe Gentlemens Names, who by 
their own Want of Bravery are likely to be the 
Caufe of all the Mifchief of that Kind ? which 
may happen for the future. - 

I cannot leave the World without a fhort 
De/cription of that kind of Life, which I 
have led for fome Years part j and is exactly 
the fame with the reft of our wicked Brethren. 

Although we are generally fo corrupted from 
our Childhood, as to have no Senfe of Good- 
nefs $ yet fomething heavy always hangs about 
us, I know not what it is, that we are never 
eafy till we are half drunk among our Whores 
and Companions ; nor fteep found, unlefs we 
drink longer than we can ftand. If we go 
abroad in the Day, a wife Man would eafily 
find us to be Rogues by our Faces, we havg 
fuch a fufpi^ious, fearful, and conftrained 
Countenance ; often turning back, and ftink-^ 
ing through narrow Lanes and Alleys. I have 
never failed of knowing a Brother Thief by 
his Looks, though I never faw him before, 
Every Man among us keeps his particular 
Whore, who is however common to us all, 
when we have a Mind to change. When we 
have got a Booty, if it be in Money, we di- 
vide it equally among our Companions, and 
loon fquandtr it away on our Vices in thofe 
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Houfes that receive us ; for the Matter and 
Miftrels, and the very Tapfter, go Snacks; 
and befides make us pay triple Reckonings. 
If our Plunder be Plate, Watches, Rings, 
Snuff-boxes, and the like ; we have Cuttomers 
in all Quarters of the Town to take them off. 
I have feen a Tankard worth Fifteen Pounds 

' fold to a Fellow in Street for Twenty- 

Shillings ; and a Gold Watch for Thirty. I 
have fct down his Name, and that of feveral 
others in the Paper already mentioned. We 
have Setters watching in Corners, and by dead 
W alls, to give usNotice when a Gentleman goes 
by 5 especially if he be any dung in Drink. I 
believe in my Confidence, that if an Account 
were made of a Thovdand Pounds in ttolen. 
Goods ; confidering the low Rates we fell them 
at, the Bribes we muff give for Concealment, 
the Extortions of Ale-Houfe Reckonings, and 
our neceffary Charges, there would not re- 
main Fifty Pounds clear to be divided among 
the Robbers. And out of this we mutt find 
Cloaths for our Whores, befides treating them 
f rom Morning to Night $ who, in Requital, 
reward us with nothing but Treachery and 
the Pox. For when our Money is gone, they 
are every Moment th reaming to riifaon againit 
us, if we will not go out to kok for more. If 
any thing in this World be like Hell, as I 
have heard it ddcribed by our Clergy, the 
tracff Pifhire of it muff be in the Back-Room 
of one of our Ale-hoafes a t Midnight ; where 
a Crew of Robbers and their Whores are 
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met together after a Booty, and are begin- 
ning to grow drunk ; from which Time, un- 
til they are paft their Senfes, is fuch a con- 
tinued horrible Noife of Curfing, Blafphemyy 
Lewdnefs, Scurrility, and brutifh Behaviour, 
inch Roaring and Confufion, fuch a Clatter 
of Mugs and Pots at each other’s Heads j 
that Bedlam in Comparifon, is a fober and or- 
derly Place. At laft they all tumble from their 
Stools and Benches, and fleep away the reft of 
- the Night ; and generally the Landlord or his 
'Wife, or fome other Whore who has a ftronger 
Head than the reft, picks their Pockets before 
they wake. The Misfortune is, that we can 
never be eafy till we ai‘£ drunk ; and our 
Drunkennefs conftantly expofes us to be more 
lafily betray’d and taken. .. 

This is a (hort Picture of die Life I have 
led } which is more miferable than that of th§ 
pooreft Labourer who works for Four-fence a 
Day; and yetCuftora is fo ftrong, that I am 
confident, if I could make my Efcape at die 
Foot of the Gallows, I fhould be following . *• 
the, fame Ccurfe this very Evening. So that 
upon the whole, we ought to be looked upon 
as the common Enemies of Mankind ; whofe 
Intereft it is to root us out like W olves and 
other mifchievous Vermin, againft which no 
fair Play is required. 

If I have done Sex vice to Men in what I 
have faid, I fhall hope I have done Service to 
God $ and that will be better than a filly 
Speech made for me, fu.l of whining and cant- 
... • ' ing. 
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ing, wliicliJ utterly deipife, and have never 
been uled to j yet fuch a one I expeft to have 
my Ears tormented with, as I am p ailing along 
* the Streets, 

Good People, fare ye well ; bad as I am, 
I leave many worfe behind me. I hope you 
fhall fee me die like a Man, the Death of % 

E. E. 
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Power of BISHOPS, &c; 

Written in the Year 1743. 

* rf* , • ■ r 

I N handling this Subject, I ihall proceed 
wholly upon the Suppofition, that thofe 
°f our Party , who profeis themlelves Mem- 
bers of the Church eltablifhed, and under the 
Apoftolical Government of Bifhops* dp dehre 
the Continuance and Tranimiffion of it to 
Pofterity, at lead in as good a Condition as it 
is at prefent, Becaufe, as this Difcourie is 
not calculated for Diifenters of any Kind ; fo 
neither will it fuit the Talk or Sentiments of 
thofe Perfons, who, with the Denomination 
of Churchmen, are Oppreffors of the Clergy* 
and perpetually quarrelling at the great In- 
comes of the Bilhops ; which is a traditional 
Cant delivered down from former Times, and 
continued with great Reafon, although it be 
flow near aoo Years lrnce almoft three Parts m 
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four of the Church Revenues have been taken, 
from the Clergy : Befides the Spoils that hare 
been gradually made ever liner, of Glebes and 
other Lands, by the Confufion of Times, the 
Fraud of encroaching Neighbours, or the^ 
Power of Oppreffors, too great to be en- 
counter'd. 

About the Time of the Reformation, many 
Popijh Bilhops of this Kingdom, knowing they 
mud have been foon eje&etl, if they would not 
change their Religion, made long Leai’es and 
Fee -farms of great Part of their Lands, referv- 
ing very inconfiderable Rents, fometimes only 
a Chiefry } by a Power they aflumed, dire&ly 
contrary to many antient Canons, yet confid- 
ent enough with the Common Law. This 
Trade held on for many Years after the BI- 
fhops became Proteftants; and fome of their 
Names are ftill remembered with Infamy, on. 
account of enriching their Families by iuch \ 
lacrilegious Alienations. By thele Means, 
Epifcopal Revenues were fo low reduced, that 
three or four Sees were often united to make a 
tolerable Competency. For fome Remedy to 
this Evil, King Jams the Firft, by a Bounty 
that became a good Chriftian Prince, beftow- 
ed> leveral foifeited Lands on fhe Northern 
Bilhopricks : But in all other Parts of the 
Kingdom, the Church continued dill in the 
fame Didrel's and Poverty ; fome of the Sees 
hardly polfefling enough to maintain a 
Country Vicar. • About . the Middle of 
King Charles die Fu ll's Reign, the Legiffature 
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here thonght fit to put a Stop, at leafl, to any 
farther Alienations ; and To a Law was en- 
adted, prohibiting all Bifhops, and other Ec- 
clefiaftical Corporations, from letting their 
Lands for above the Term of Twenty one, 
Years ; the Rent relerved to be one half of the 
real Value of fuch Lands at the Time they 
were lett, without which Condition the Leale 
to be void. 

Soon after the Reftoration of King Charles 
the Second, the Parliament taking into Confi- 
deration the miferable Eftate of die Church 5 
certain Lands, by way of Augmentation, were 
granted to eight Bifhops in the Adt of Settle- 
ment, and confirmed in the Adf of Explana- 
tion ; of which Bounty, as I remember, three 
Sees were, in a great Meafure, defeated ; but 
by what Accidents, it is not here of any Im- 
portance to relate. 

This, at prefent, is the Condition of the 
Church in Ireland , with regard to Epifcopal 
Revenues : Which I have thus briefly (and, 
perhaps, imperfedtiy) deduced for fome In- 
itiation to thofe, whofe Thoughts do not lead 
them to fuch Confiderat : ons. 

By Virtue of the Statute, already mention- 
ed, under King Charles the Firft, limiting Ec- 
clefiaftical Bodies to the Term of Twenty one 
Years, under the referred Rent of half real 
Value; the Bifhops have had fome Share in 
the gradual Rife of Lands, without which 
they could not have been fupported, with any 
common Decency that might become their 
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Station. It is above eighty Years fmce the 
pafling of that ACt : The See of Meath, one 
of the beft in the Kingdom, was then worth 
about 400 /. per Annum ; the poorer ones in. 
the fame Proportion. If this were their pre- 
lent Condition, I cannot conceive how they 
would have been able to pay for their Patents, 
or buy their Robes : But this will certainly b& 
the Condition of their Succeflors, if luch a Bill 
rtiould pafs, as they fay is now intended, 
which I will fuppofe, and believe, many Per- 
fons, who may give a Vote for it, are not a- 
ware of. 

However, this is the A 61 which is now at- 
tempted to be repealed, or, at lead:, eluded ; . 
fome are for giving Bifhops Leave to lett Fee- 
farms, others would allow them to lett Leafes 
for Lives ; and the moft moderate would re- 
peal that Claufe, by which the Bilhops are 
jbpund to let their Lands at half Value. 

The Reafons for the Rife of the Value in 
Lands, are of two Kinds. Of the firft Kind, 
are long Peace and Settlement after the Devaf- 
tations of War j Plantations, Improvements 
of bad Soil, Recovery of Bogs and Marlhes, 
Advancement of Trade and Manufactures, In- 
jcreafe of Inhabitants, Encouragement of 
Agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another Reafon for the Rife of 
Land, more gradual, conftant, and certain ; 
which will have its Effects in Countries that 
are very far from flourifhing in any of the Ad- 
vantages I have juft mentioned ; I mean 
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the perpetual Decreafe in the Value of Gold and 
Silver. - I (hall difcourfe upon thefe different 
Kinds, with a View towards the Bill now at* 
tempted. . 

As to the Firft : I cannot fee how this King- 
dom is at any Height of Improvement, while 
four Parts in five oif the Plantations for thirty 
Years pail, have been real Dif-improvements ; 
Nine in Ten of the Quickfet-Hedges being 
ruined for want of Care or Skill. And as to 
Foreft - Trees, they being often taken out of 
Woods, and planted in fingle Rows on tfig 
Tops of Ditches, it is impoflible they fliould 
grow to be of Ufe, Beauty, or Shelter. Nei- 
ther can it be faid, that the Soil of Ireland is 
improved to its full Height, while fo much 
lies all Winter underWater, and the Bogs 
made almoft defperate by the ill cutting of 
the Turf; There hath, indeed, been foine- 
little Improvement in the Manufa&ure of Li- 
nen and Woollen, although very Ihort of Per- 
fection : But our Trade was never in fo low a 
Condition : And as to Agriculture, of which 
all wife Nations have been fo tender, the De- - 
folation made in the Country by engroffmg 
Graziers, and the great yearly Importation of 
Com from England , are lamentable Inftances 
under what Difcouragement it lies. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe Mortifica- 
tions, I fuppofe there is no Well-wilher to hit 
Country, without a little Hope, that in Time 
the Kingdom may be on a better Foot in 
fs ) me of the Articles above mentioned. But 
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it would be hard, if Ecclefiaftical Bodies 
fhould be the only Perfons excluded from any 
Share in publick Advantages ; which yet can 
never happen without a greater Share of Pro- 
fit to their T enants : If God fends Rain equally 
vpon the Juf and the Unjujl, why fliould thole 
who wait at his Altars, and are Inftru&ors of 
the People, be cut off from partaking in the 
general Benefits of Law, or of Nature ? 

But, as this way ofReafoning may feemto 
bear a more favourable Eye to the Clergy, 
than perhaps will fuit with the prelent Dilpo- 
fition, or Fafhion of the Age ; I fhall, there- 
fore, dwell more largely upon the fecond 
Reafon for the Rife of Land, which is the 
perpetual Decreafe of the Valve of Gold and 
Silver, 

This may be obferved from the Courfe of 
the Ruman Hiftory, above two thoufand Years 
before thofe inexhauftible Silver Mines of Po- 
tofi were known. The Value of an ~Oholus > 
and of eveiy other Coin between the Time of 
Romulus and that of Auguftus , gradually funk 
above five Parts in fix, as appears by feveral 
Railages out of the beft Authors, And yet, 
the prodigious Wealth of that State did not 
arife from the Increafe of Bullion jn the 
World, by the Difcovery of new Mines, but 
from a much more accidental Caufe, which 
was the fpreading of their Conqueft, and 
thereby importing into Rome and Italy, the 
Riches of the Eajl and Weft, 

% When 
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When the Seat of Empire was removed t° 
Conjlantinople, the Tide of Money flowed that 
Way, without ever returning ; and was 1'cat- 
tered in Afia. But when" that mighty Empire 
was overthrown by the Northern People, liich 
a Stop was put to all Trade and Commerce, 
that vaft Sums of Money were buried t^efcape 
the Plundering of the Conquerors ; and what 
remained was carried off by thofe Ravagers** 

It were no difficult matter to compute the 
Value of Money in England, during the Saxon 
Reigns } but the Monkifh and other Writers 
iince the Conqueft, have put that Matter in 
a clearer Light, by the feveral Accounts they 
have given us of the Value of Corn and Cattle, N 
in Years of Dearth and Plenty. Every one 
knows, that King John's whole Portion, be- 
fore he came to the Crown, was t but five 
Thoufand Pounds without a Foot of Land. 

I have likewife feen the Steward’s Accounts, 
of an ancient noble Family in Engla/iJ , writ- 
ten in Latin , between three and four Hundred 
Years ago, with the feveral Prices of Wine 
and Victuals, to confirm my Obfervations. 

I have been at the Trouble of computing 
(as others have done) the different Values of 
Money for about four Hundred Years pall. 
Henry" Duke of Lancafter , who lived about that 
period, founded an Hofpital in Leicefter , for a 
certain Number of old Men } charging his 
Lands with a Groat a Week to each for their 
Maintenance, which is to this Day duly paid 
them. In thofe Times, a Penny was equal to 
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Ten Pence Half-penny and fomewhaf mere 
than Half a Farthiog in ours ; which makes 
about Eight Ninths 'Difference. 

This is plain, alfo, from the old Cuftom tip- 
on many L,ftartes in England , to lett for Leales 
ot Lives {renewable at Pleafiire) where the re- 
ferve<^ftent is ufually about Twelve Pence a 
Pc^nd, which then was near the Half real Va- 
I»tie : And although the Fines be not fixed, yet 
the Landlord gets altogether not above three 
Shillings in the Pound of the Worth of his 
Land : And the Tenants are fo wedded to 
this Cuftom, that, if the Owner fuffer three 
Lives to expire, none of them will take a 
Leafe upon other Conditions ; or, if he 
brings in a Foreigner who will agree to pay 
a reafonable Rent, the other Tenants, by all 
Manner - of Injuries, will make that Foreigner 
fo uneafy, that he muft be forced to quit 
the Farm ; as the late Earl of Bath felt by 
the Experience of above ten Thoufand Pounds 
Lofs. 

The gradual Decreafe for about two Hun- 
dred Years after, was not confiderable, and 
therefore I do not rely on the Account given 
by fome Hiftorians, that Harry the Seventh 
left behind him Eighteen Hunched Thoufand 
Pounds ; for although the Wefl-lndies were 
dilcovered before his Death, and although he 
had the heft Talents and Inftrumqnts for ex- 
acting of Money ever poffelTed by any Prince- 
fince the Time of Veftafian (whom he re- 
fcmbled in many Particulars) yet I conceive* 
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that in his Days, the whole Coin of England 
could hardly amount to fiich a Sum. For in 

the Reign or Philip and Mary , Sir Cockain. 

of Derby/bire , the beft Houfe-keeper of his 
Quality in the County, allowed his Lady fifty 
Pounds a Year for maintaining the Family, 
one Pound a Year Wages to each Servant, 
and two Pounds to the Steward ; as I was 
told by a Perfon of Quality who had feen the 
Original Account of his Oeconomy. Now this 
Sum of fifty Pounds, added to the Advantages 
of a large Domain, might be equal to about 
five Hundred Pounds a Year at prelent, or 
fomewhat more than four Fifths. 

The great Plenty of Silver in England be- 
gan in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, when Drake 
and others took vaft Quantities of Coin and 
Bullion from the Spaniards , either upon their 
own American Coafts, or in their Return to 
Spain. However, fo much hath been import- 
ed annually from that Time to this, that the 
Value of Money in England , and moll Parts 
of Europe , is funk above one half, within the 
Space of an Hundred Years, notwithftanding 
the great Export of Silver for about Eighty 
Years paft to the Eaf -Indies, from whence it 
never returns. But Gold not being liable to 
the fame Accident, and by new Difcoveries 
growing every Day more plentiful, feems in 
Danger of becoming a Drug. 

This hath been the Progrefs of the Value 
of Money in former Ages, and mu ft of Ne- 
cdfity continue fo for the Future, without 
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fome new Invalion of Goths and Vandals to de- 
ploy Law, Property, and Religion, alter the 
very Face of Nature, and turn the World up« 
fide down. r 

I mu H repeat, that what I am to fay up- 
on the Subject, is intended only for the Con- 
vision of thole among our oivn Party , who 
are true Lovers of the Church, and would 
be glad it Ihould continue in a tolerable 
Degree of Profperity to the End of the World. 

The Church is fuppofed to laft 'for ever, 
both in. its Dircipline and Do&rine; which is 
a Privilege common to every petty Corpora- 
' tion, who muft likewife obferve the Laws of 
their Foundation. If a Gentleman's Eftate, 
which now yields him a thoufand Pounds a 
.Year, had been fet forever at the higheft Va- 
lue, even in the flourifliing Days of King' 
Charles the Second, would it now amount to 
above four or five Hundred at mod ? What 
if this had happened two or three Hundred 
Years ago j would the referred Rent at this 
Day be any more than a fmall Chiefry ? Sup- 
pole the Revenues of a Bifhop to have been 
under the fame Circumftances j could he now 
be able to perform Works of Hofpitality and 
Charity ? Thus, if the Revenues of a Bi/hop 
be lrmited to a Thoufand Pounds a Year 5 
bow will his Sucedfor be in a Condition to 
fuppoit his Station with Decency, when the 
fame Denomination of Money (hall not anfwer 
an Half, a Quarter, or an' Eighth Tart of 
taat Sum ? Which mult unavoidably be the 
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Confeqyence of any Bill to elude the limiting. 
Aft, whereby the Church was preferved from 
latter Ruin. 

The fame Reafon holds good in all Corpo- 
rations whatsoever, who cannot follow a more 
pernicious Praftice than that of granting Per- 
petuities, for which many of them fmart to 
this Day j although the Leaders among them 
are often fo Stupid as not to perceive it, or fome- 
times fo knavilh as to find their private Account 
in cheating the Community. 

Several Colleges in Oxford were aware of 
this growing Evil about an hundred ‘Years 
ago $ and, inftead of limiting their Rents to 
a certain Sum of Money, prevailed with their 
Tenants to pay the Price of fo many Barrels of 
Com, to be valued as the Market went at two 
Seafons (as I remember) in the Year. For a 
Barrel of Corn is of a real intriniick Value, 
which Gold and Silver are not : And by this 
Invention, thefe Colleges have preferved a tole- 
rable Subfiftence for their Fellows and Students, 
to this Day. 

The prefent Biihops will indeed be no Suf- 
ferers by fuch a Bill j becaufe, their Ages 
confidered, they cannot expeft to fee any great 
Decreafe in the Value of Money $ or, at worft, 
they can make it up in the Fines, which will, 
probably be greater than ulual,upon die Change 
of Leafes into Fee-farms, or Lives j or without 
the Power of obliging the Tenants to a real 
half Value. And as I cannot well bjame them 
for taking fuch Advantages, (conhdering the 
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Mature of Human Kind) when the Quezon is 
*mly, whether the Money lhall be put into 
their own, or another Man’s Pocket : So they 
will never be excufable before God or Man, if 
they do not to their Death oppofe, declare, 
and pfoteft againft any filch Bill, as mult, 
in its Confeqyences complcat the Ruin of the 
Church, and of their own Order in this King- 
dom. 

If the Fortune of a private Perfon be dimi- 
tiilhed by the Weaknefs, or Inadvertency of his 
Anceftors, in letting Leales for ever at low 
Rents, the World lies open to his Induftry 
for purchafing of more j but the Church is 
< barred by a dead Hand ; or if it were other- 
wife, yet the Cuftom of making Bequefts to it, 
hath been out of Praftice for almoft two Hun- 
dred Y ears, and a great deal direttly contrary 
hath been its Fortune. 

I have been allured by a Perfon of fome 
Confequence, to whom I am likewife obliged 
for the Account of fome other Fafts, already 
related, that the late * Bilhop of Sali/burjy 
(the greateft Whig of that Bench in his Days) 
confelfed to him, th^t the Liberty which Bi- 
Ihops in England have, of letting Leafes for 
Lives, would, in his Opinion, be one Day 
the Ruin of Epifcopacy there ; and thoup-ht 
the Church in this Kingdom happy by the Lit 
imitation Aft. 

* pr, Bumet» 
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And have we not already found the EfFeft 
of this different Proceeding in both Kingdoms ? 
Have not two Englijh Prelates quitted their Peer- 
age and Seats in Parliament, in a Nation of 
Freedom , for the Sake of a more ample Re- 
venue, even in this unhappy Kingdom, ra- 
ther than lie under the Mortification of living 
below their Dignity at Home? For which, 
however, they cannot be juftly cenfured. I 
know, indeed, fome Perfons who offer, as an 
Argument for repealing the limiting Bill, that 
it may in future Ages prevent the Pra&ice of 
providing this Kingdom with Bifhops from 
England , when the only Temptation will be 
removed. And they alledge, that, as Things 
have gone for fome Years paft, Gentlemen will 
grow difcouraged from fending their Sons to 
the Univerfity, and from fuffering them to en- 
ter into Holy Orders, when they are likely to 
languifh under a Curacy, orfmall Vicarage, to 
the End of their Lives : but this is all a vain 
Imagination ; for the Decreafe in the Value of 
Money will equally affeft both Kingdoms ; 
And befides, when Bifhopricks here grow too 
fmail to invite over Men of Credit and Confe- 
quence, they will be left more fully to the 
Difpofal of a chief Governor, who can ne- 
ver fail of fome worthlel’s illiterate Chaplain, 
fond of a Title and Precedence. Thus will 
that whole Bench, in an Age or two, be com- 
pofed of mean, ignorant, fawning Gownmen, 
humble Suppliants and Dependents upon the 
Court for a Morfel of Bread, and ready to 
fejve every Turn that fhall be demanded from 

them. 
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them, in hopes of getting fome Commendam 
tacked to their Sees j which mull then be the 
Trade, as it is now too much in England , 
to the great Difcouragement of the inferior 
Clergy. Neither is that Pra£lice without Ex- 
ample among us. 

It is now about Eighty-five Years fince the 
palling of that limiting Ait, and there is but 
one Inftance in the Memory of Man, of a Bi- 
fliop’s Leafie broken upon the Plea of not being 
ft atu table ; which, in every Body's Opinion, 
could have been loft by no other Perfpn than he 
who was then Tenant, and happened to be 
very ungracious in his County. In the prefent 
* Bifhop of Meath ' s Cafe, that Plea did not 
avail, although the Leafe were notorioufly un- 
ftatu table j the Rent referved being, as 1 have 
been told, not a leventh Part of fhe real Value ; 
yet the Jury upon their Oaths, very gravely , 
found it to be according to the Statute j and „ 
one of them was heard to lay. That he would 
eat his Shoes before he would give a Verdiit for 
the Bilhop. A very few more have made the 
fame Attempt with as little Succefs. Every 
Bi/hop and other Ecclefiaftical Body, reckon 
Torty Pounds in an Hundred to be a reafon- 
nble half Value $ or if it be only a third Part, 
it feldom, or never, breeds any Difference be- 
tween Landlord and Tenant. But when the 
Rent is from five to nine or ten Parts lefs than 
die Worth, the Bifhop, if he coniults the Good 

v 

* Dr, Evans, a Welshman . 
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Of his See, will he apt to expoftulate 5 and the 
Tenant, if he be an honeft Man, wiil have 
fome Regard to the Reafbnablenels and Jullice 
of the Demand, fo as to yield to a moderate 
Advancement, rather than engage in a Suit, 
where Law and Equity are clire£lly againlt 
him. By thefe Means, the Bifhops have 
been fo true to their Trufts, as to procure 
fome fmall Share in the Advancement of 
Rents j although it be notorious that they 
do not receive the third Penny (Fines included)" 
of the real Value of their Lands throughout 
the Kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what Inconve- 
nience could accrue to the Publick, by one or 
two Thoufand Pounds a Year, in the Handsr 
'of a Proteftant Biftiop, any more than of a Lay 
Perfon. * The former, generally fpeaking, 
liveth as pioufly and hofpitably as the other ; 

1 pays his Debts ashoneftly, and fpends as much 
of his Revenue among his Tenants : Befides, 
if they be his immediate Tenants, you maydif- 
tinguifh them at firft Sight, by their Habits 
andHorfes; or if you go to their Houfes, 
by their comfortable Way of living. But the 
Misfortune is, that fuch immediate Tenants, 
generally fpeaking, have others under them, 
and fo a Third and Fourth in Subordination, 

* Note , This Part of the Paragraph is to be 
applied to the Period when the whole was writ- 
ten, which was in 1723, when feveral of the 
late Queen’s Biihops ware living. \ 
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till it comes to the Welder (as they call him) 
who fits at a Rack-Rent, and lives as miferably 
as an Irijh Farmer upon a new Leafe from a 
Lay Landlord. Butliippofe a Bilhop happens 
to be avaricious, (as being com poled of the 
fame Stuff with other Men) the Confequence 
to the Publick is no worfe than if he were a 
’Squire ; for he leaves his Fortune to his Son, 
or near Relation, who, if he be rich enough, 
will never think of entering into Church. 

And as there can be no Di&dvantage to the 
Publick, in a Proteftant Country, that a Man 
fhould hold Lands as a BiJhop t any more than 
if he were a T rnporal Perfon j fo it is of great 
Advantage to the Community, where a Bilhop 
lives as he ought to do. He is bound, in Con- 
fcience, to reiide in his Diocefe, and, by a fo- 
lemnPromife, to keep Hofpitality ; his Eftate 
is fpent in the Kingdom, not remitted to Eng- 
land. ^ he keeps the Clergy to their Duty, and . 
is an Example of Virtue both to them and the 
People. Suppofe him an ill Man } yet his very 
Chara&er will with-hold him from any great or 
open Exorbitances. But, in Fafi, it muff be 
allowed? that fome Bilhops of this King- 
dom, within twenty Years paft, have done very 
fignal and laftjng A&s of publick Charity j 
great "Inftances whereof are the * late and -f 
prelent Primate, and the Lord Archbilhop 
of Dublin , that now is, who hath left Memo* 
rials of his Bounty in many Parts of hi6 Pro- 

* Dr. Marjb , • f Dr.Lindfaj, i| Dr. King, 

vines* 
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tdnce. I might add the'Bifhop of * Raphoe , 
and feveral others : not forgetting: the late Dear* 
of Down, Dr. Pratt, who bellowed one Thou- 
land Pounds upon the Univerfity ; which Foun- 
dation, (that f may obferv^ by the Way) if 
the Bill propofed Ihould pafs, would be in the 
fame Circumilances with theBifhops, nor ever 
able again to advance the Stipends of the Fel- 
lows and Students, as lately they found it ne- 
celTary to do 5 the determinate Sum appointed 
by the Statutes for Commons '"being not half 
fuffrcient, by the Fall of Moneyjfcfo afford ne- 
reflary Suftenance. But tne palling of fuch a 
Bill mud put an End to all Ecclefiad'dal Bene- 
ficence for the Time to come j and whether 
this will be lupplied by thofe who are to reap 
the Benefit, better than it hath been done by the 
Grantees of impropriate Tythes, who received 
them upon the old Church Condit ions of keep- 
ing Hofpitality, it will be eafy to conjeflurc. 

To alledge, that palling fuch a Bill wotild 
be a good Encouragement to improve Bifhops 
Lands, is a great Error. . Is it not the general 
Method of Landlords, to wait the Expiration* 
of a Leafej and then cant their Lands to the 
higheft Bidder ? Ar.cf what Ihould hinder the 
fame Courfe to be taken in Church Leafes, 
when the Limitation is removed, of paying 
half the veal Value to the Bilhop ? In riding 
through the Country, how few Improverpentf 
do we fee upon the Ellates of Laymen, farther 

• . > Dr .Fofer. ' 

Vol, IX. E than 
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than about their own Domains ? To fay tilt 
Truth, it is a great Misfortune as well to the 
Publick as to the Bifhops themfelves, that their 
Lands are generally lett to Lords and great 
’Squires, who, in Reafon, were never defigned 
to be Tenants $ and therefore may naturally 
murmur at the Payment of Rent, as a Subfer- 
viency they were not born to. If the Tenants 
to the Church werehoneft Farmers, they would 
pay their Fines and Rents with Chearfulnefs, 
improve their Lands, and thank God they were 
to give but a moderate half Value for what they 
held. I ha^ heard a Man of a Thoufand 
Pounds a Year, talk with great Contempt of 
Bilhops Leafes, as being on a worfe Foot than 
the reft of his liftate ; and he had certainly Rea- 
fon : My Anfwer was, that fuch Leafes were 
originally intended only for the Benefit of in- 
duftrious Husbandmen, who would think it a 
great Blefling to be fo provided for, inftead of 
having his Farmfcrew’d up to the Height, not 
eating one comfortable Meal in a Year, nor 
able to find Shoes for his Children. 

I know not any Advantage that can accrue 
by fuch a Biil, except the preventing of Perju- 
ry in Juiy men, and falfe Dealing in Tenants, 
which is a Remedy like that „ of giving my 
Money to a Highwayman, before he attempts 
to take it by Force ; and fo I ftiall be fure to 
prevent the Sin of Robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have 
made an End ; when a Bookfeller fent me a 
finall Pamphlet, entitled, The Cafe of the Laity , 
' / with 
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with fome Queries $ full of the ftrongeft Ma- 
lice againft the Clergy, that I have any where 
met with, fmee the Reign of Toland> and others 
of that T ribe. Thefe Kinds of Advocates do 
infinite Mifchief to our good Cause, by giving 
Grounds to the unjuitReproaches of Tori es and 
Jacobites, who charge us with being Enemies 
to the Church. If I bear an hearty unfeigned 
Loyalty tohisMajefty King GEORGE , and the ' 
Houfe of Hanover, not fhaken in the lead by 
the Hardfhips we lie under, which never can 
be imputable to fo gracious a Prince j if I fin- 
cerely abjure the Pretender, and all Po- 
pish Successors ; if I bear a due Veneration 
to the glorious Memory of the late King WIL- 
LIAM . , who preferved thefe Kingdoms from 
Popery and Slavery, with the Expence of 
his Blood, and Hazard of his Life j and laftly, 
if I - am for a proper Indulgence to all Dijfen- 
ters, I think nothing more can be reafonably 
demanded of Me as a Whig, and that my 
political Catechifm is full and complete. But 
whoever, under the Shelter -of that Party De- 
nomination, and of many great Profeflions of 
Loyalty, would deftroy, or undermine, or in- 
jure the Church eftablifhed ; I utterly difown 
him, and think he ought to chufe another Name 
of Diftin&ion for himfelf and his Adherents. 

I came into the Caufe upon other Principles, 
which, by the Grace of God, I mean tq pre- 
ferve as long as I live. Shall we judify the , 
Accufations of our Adverfaries ? Hoc Ithacus 
wlit ,-— --The Tories and Jacobites will 

£ a behold • 
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behold us, with a malicious Pleafure, deter- 
mined upon the Ruin of our Friends. For is 
not the prefent Set of Bifhops almoft entirely 
of that Number, as well as a great Majority 
of the principal Clergy ? And a fhort Time 
will reduce the whole, by Vacancies upon 
Death. 

An impartial Reader, ifhepleafesto examine 
what I have already faid, will eafily anfwerthe 
bold Queries in the Pamphlet I mentioned; he 
will be convinced, that the Rea [on ft ill frongly 
exifis, for which that limiting Law was enabl- 
ed. A reafonable Man will wonder, w'here 
can be the infufferable Grievance , that an Ec- 
clejiaftical Landlord fhould expert a moderate 
or a third Part Value in Rent for his Lands, 
when his Title is at leafy as ancient and as le- 
gal as that of a Layman, who is yet but feldom 
guilty of giving fuch beneficial Bargains ? Has 
the Nation been thrown into Confufion ? And 
have many -poor Families been ruined by Rack- 
Rents paid for the Lands of the Church ? Does 
the Nation cry out to have a Law that mult, 
in Time, fend their Bifhops a begging ? But, 
God be thanked, the Clamours of Enemies 
to the Church is not yet the Cry, and, 1 hope, 
will never prove the Fcice of the Nation. The 
Clergy, 1 conceive, will hardly allow that the 
People maintains them, any more than in the 
Senfe, that all Landlords whatsoever are main- 
tained by the People. Sucli Aflertions astbeie, 
and the Infimiatiens they carry along with 
them, proceed from Principles which cannot 

be 
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be avowed by thofe who are for preferring th,e 
happy Conjlitution in Church and State. Who- 
ever were the Propofers of fuch Queries, it 
might have provoked a bold Writer to reta- 
liate, perhaps with more Judice thafi Prudence, 
by (hewing at whofe Door the Grievance lies, 
and that the Bifhops, at leaji, are not to an- 
fwer for the Poverty of T enants. 

To gratify this great Reformer, who en- 
larges the Eptfcopal Rent-Roll almoft one half, 
let me fuppofe that all the Church Lands in 
the Kingdom were thrown up to the Laity ; 
would the Tenants in fuch a Cafe fit eafier in 
their Rents than they do now ? Or, would the 
Money be equally fpent in the Kingdom. No; 
The Farmer would be fcrewed up to the utmoft 
Penny by the Agents and Stewards of Ahfen - 
tees, and the Revenues employed in making a 
Figure at London ; to which City a full third 
Part of the whole Income of Ireland is annually 
returned, to anfwer that fmgle Article of Main - 
tenance for Irijh Landlords. 

Another of his Quarrels is againft Plurali - 
ties and Non-Re/idence : As to the former, it 
is a Word of ill Name, but not well under- 
flood. The Clergy having been dripped of 
the greateft Part of their Revenues, the Glebes . 
being generally lod, the Tytbes in the Hands 
of Laymen, the Churches demolijhed, and the 
Country depopulated; in order to preferve a 
Face of Chrijlianity, it was ncceflary to unite 
fmall Vicarages fufficient to make a tolerable 
Maintenance for a Min'; (ley. The Profit or 

E \ Ten 
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T en or a Dozen of thefe Unions fbl-r 
(iom amounts to aboveEighty or an Hundred 
Pounds a Year. If there be q very few 
Dignitaries, whofe , Preferments .are per- 
haps more liable to this Accufation, it is tb be 
fuppof.ed, they may be Favourites of the Tune ; 
or Perfons of fuperior Merit, for whom there 
hath ever been feme Indulgence in all Govern- 
ments.. 

As jto Non-Rffidence, I believe there is no 
Chriftinn Country upon Earth, where the Cler- 
gy have lefs to answer for upon that Article. I 
am confident there are not ten Clergymen in 
the Kingdom, who, properly freaking, can be 
termed Non-Rr/iJents.: For furety, we are not 
to reckon in that Number, thofe who, for want 
of Glebes, are forced to retire to the neareft 
neighbouring Village for a Cabbin to put their 
Heads in ; the leading Man of the Parifh, 
when he makes the greateft Clamour, being 
lead difpofed to accommodate the Minrjier 
with an Acre of Ground. And indeed, con- 
fidering the Difficulties the Cl erg)' lie under 
upon this Held, ut hath been . frequent Matter 
of Wonder to Mr, how they are able to perform 
that Part of their Duty fo well as they do. * 

There is a * noble Author, who hath late- 
ly addrefied to the Houie of Commons an > 
excellent Difc'ourfe for the Encouragement of 
Agriculture ; full of mod ufeful Hints , which, 

1 hope, that honourable Assembly will con- 
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fvler as they deferve. I am not a Stranger 
tp his Lordrtiip, and, excepting in' what relates to 
the Church, there are few Perfons with whole 
Opinions I am better pleafed to agree $ and 
am, therefore, grieved when I find him charg- 
ing the Inconveniences in the Payment of 
Tytbes upon the Clergy and their P radars. 
Kis Lordlhip is above confidering a; very known 
and vulgar Truth, that the meaneft Farmer 
hath all manner of Advantages againft the mod 
paiverful Clergyman, by whom it is impoflible 
he can be wronged, although the Mimfler were 
ever fo evil-difpofed ; the whole Syftem of 
teizivg, perplexing, and defrauding the Proclor , 
or his Mafier, being as well known to every 
Placeman, as the reaping or fowing of his 
Com, and much more artfully pra&ifed. Be- 
fides, the leading Man in the Pari (h muft have' 
his Tytbes at his own Rate, which is hardly ever 
above one Quarter of the Value. And I have 
heard it computed by many Ikilful Obfervcrs, 
whole Intercft was not concerned, that the Cler- 
gy did not receive, throughout the Kingdom, 
one Half of what the Laws have made their 
Due. 

As to his Lordfhip's Difcontcnt againft the 
Bi/brps -Court, I fhali not interpofe farther than 
in venturing my private Opinion, that the Cler- 
gy would be very glad to recover their juft Dues 
by a more fort, decifi-je, and compidji<ve Me- 
thod, than fuch a cramped and limited Jurifdie- 
tion will allow. 

His Lordlhip is not thfi only Perfon difpofed 
to give the Clergy the Honour of being the foie 
••**"’* Lu* 
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Fncouragers of all new Improvements. If 
'Hops, Hemp , Flax, and Twenty Things more 
axe to be planted, the Clergy, alone , muft re- 
ward the induftrious Farmer, by Abatement 
of the Tpthe, What if the Owner of Nine 
Parts in T en would pleafe to abate proportion- 
ately in his Rent, for every Acre thus im- 
proved ? Would not a Man juft dropt from the 
Clouds, upon a full Hearing, judge the De- 
mand to be, at leaft, as realonable ? 

I believe no Man will difpute his Lordfhip's 
Title to his Eftate ; nor will I the Jus D 'wi - 
num of Tythes , which he mentions with fome 
Emotion. I luppofe the Affirmative would be 
of little Advantage to the Clergy, for the fame 
Reafon that a Maxim in Laruj hath more 
Weight in the World, than an Article of Faith . 
And yet I think there may be fuch a Thing as 
Sacrilege ; becaule it is frequently mentioned 
by Greek and Roman Authors, as well as de- 
fcribed in Holy IVrit. This I am fure of, that 
his Lordfhip would at any Time excufe a 
Parliament for not concerning itfelf in his 
Properties without his own Confent. 

The Obfervations I have made upon his 
Lordfhip’s Difcourfe, have not, I confefs, been 
altogether proper to my Subject : However, 
fince he hath been pleafed therein to offer fome 
Pfopofals to the Houfe of Commons with re- 
lation to the Clergy, I hope he will excufe me 
for differing from him ; which proceeds from 
his own Principle, the Define of defending Li- 
berty 
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berty and Property, that he hath fo flrenuoufly 
snd conltantly -maintained. 

But the other Writer openly declares for a 
Law impowering Jthe Bifhops to fet Fee Farms 
and fays. Whoever intimates that they -will de- 
ny their Confent to fuch a reaf enable Lave, 
r which the -whole Nation cries for, are Enemies 
to them and the Church, Whether this be 
his real Opinion, or only a drain of Mirth and 
Irony r , the Matter is not much. However, 
my Sentiments are fo dire&ly contrary to his, 
that, I think, whoever impartially reads, and 
confiders what I have written upon this Ar- 
gument, hath either no Regard for the Church 
efkblifhed under the Hierarchy of Bifhops, 
or will never confent to any Law that (hall 
repeal, or. elude the limiting Claufe, relating 
to the real half Value, contained in the A 61 of 
Parliament Decimo Caroli , For the Preferva- 
tioii of the Inheritance , Rights and Profits of 
Lands belonging to the Church, and Perfons Ec- 
clefiafiical ; which was grounded upon Rcafons 
that do ftill, and mud forever fubfift- 

I ' «*■ 
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LETTER 

TO THE 

Lord Chancellor' ~ 

MIDDLETON. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

My Lord, ‘ . 

H 

I Defire you will confider me as a Memb'ef 
who comes in at the latter End of a Debate ; 
or as a Lawyer who fpeaks to a Caufe, when 
! the Matter has been almoft exhaufted by thole 
who fpoke before. 

I remember fome Months ago I was at your 
Houfe upon a Commiflion, where 1 am one 
of the Governors 5 but I went thither, not fo 
much on account of the Commiflion, as to 
aflt you fome Queftions concerning Mr. Wood ' s 
Patent to coin Half-pence for Ireland 5 where 
you very freely told me, in a mixt Company, 
how much you had been always againft that 
wicked Project 5 which raifed in me an Efteem 

for 
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for you fo far, that I went in a few Days to 
make you a Vifit, after many Years Intermif- 
fion. I am likewife told, that your Son wrote 
two Letters from London (one of which I have 
feen) empowering thofe to whom they were 
dire&ed, to a(Ture his Friends, that whereas 
there was a malicious Report fpread of his 
engaging himfelf to Mr. Walpole for Forty 
Thoufand Pounds of Wood's Coin, to be re- 
ceived in Ireland , the laid Report was falle 
and groundlefs ; and he had never difcourfed 
with that Minifter on the Subject, nor would 
ever give his Confent to have one Farthing 
of the faid Coin current here. And although 
it be long fmce I have given myfeif the Trou- 
ble of converfmg with People of Titles or Sta- 
tions 5 yet I have been told by thofe who can 
take up with fuch Amulements, that there is not 
a considerable Perfon of the Kingdom, fcru- 
pulous in any Sort to declare his Opinion. 
But all this, is needlefs to alledge, when we 
confider, that the ruinous Conferences of 
Wood's Patent, have been fo (trongly reprefented 
by Both Houles of Parliament $ by the Privy 
Council j the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of 
Dublin 5 by fo many Corporations \ and the 
Concurrence of the principal Gentlemen in moft 
Counties, at their Quarter- Seflions, without any 
Regard to Party, Religion, or Nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the Currency 
of thele Half- pence would, in the univerfal Opi- 
nion of our People, be utterly deftru&ive to 
this Kingdom j and confequently that it is every 

Man’s 
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Man’s Duty, not only to refufe this Coin ftim-' 
lilt, but, as tar as in him lie9, to porfuade? 
others to do the like : And wliether this- be 
done in private or in print, is all a Cate ; as 
no Layman is forbid to write, or to dilcourfef- 
upon Religious or Moral Subjects ; although 
he may not do it in a Pulpit (at leaft in bur 
Church.) Neither is this an Affair of State* 
until Authority lhall think fit to declare it fo ; 
or if you fhould underhand it in that Senfe, yet 
you. will pleafit to confider that I am not now 
a preaching. 

Therefore, I do think it my Duty, fmce the' 
Drapicr will probably be no more heard of* 
fo far to fupply his Place, as not to incur 
his Fortune : For I have learnt from old Ex- 
perience, that there are Times wherein a Man 
ought to be cautious as. well as innocent. I 
therefore hope, that preferring both thole Cha- 
r alters, I may be allowed, by offering neV A r— 
guments, or enforcing old ones, to, refrefh the 
Memory of my F el low - S objects , and keep up 
that good Spirit raifed among them ; 'to pre- 
fery.e- . themfelvcs from utter Ruin by lawful 
Ivleans, and fuch as are permitted by his Ma- 
jefty. 

I . believe you will pleafe to allow me two - 
Proportions ; • Firft,* that we are . a mo ft 
loyal People ; and,. Secondly, that we are a 
free People, in .tne common Acceptation of 
that Wojd, applied to’ a Subject under a li- 
mited Monarch. I • know very well, that yen 
- apd L : di data any Y ears ago: in .Bifcburfe differ 
much, in the Prefence of Lord IVkarton , about 

the 
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’file Meaning of that Word Liberty , with rela- 
tion to Ireland . But if you will not allow us 
to be a free People j there is only another 
Appellation left 5 which I doubt, my Lord 
Chief Juftice Wbttjhed would call me to ac- 
count for, if I venture to beftow : For, 
I obferved, and I (hall never forget upon what 
Occafion, the Device upon his Coach to be Liber - 
tas & natalc Solum ; at the very Point of Time 
when he was fitting in his Court, and perju- 
ring himfelf to betray both. 

Now, as for our Loyalty to His prefent 
Majefty ; if it hath ever been equalled in any 
other Part of his Dominions, I am fiire it hath 
never been exceeded ; and I am confident he 
hath not a Minifter in England who could ever 
call it once in Queftion ; but that fome hard 
Humours at leaft nave been tranfinitted from 
t’other Side of the Water, I fuppofe you 
will not doubt : And Rumours of the fe- 
Vereft Kind 5 which many good People 
have imputed to the indirect Proceeding of 
Mr. Wood and his Eihiflaries j as if he en- 
deavoured it fhould be thought that our Loy- 
alty depended upon the Teft of refufmg or taking 
his Copper. Now as I am fure you will admit 
us to be a loyal People ; fb you will think it 
pardonable in us to hope for all proper Marks 
of Favour and Protection from lo gracious a 
King, that a loyal and free People can expeCl : 
Among which, we all agree in reckoning this 
to be one ; That Wood's Half-pence may ne- 
ver have Entrance into this Kingdom. And 
this we fha.ll continue to nvifb , when we dare 
Vol. IX. F 
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no longer exprefs our Willies ; although ther* 
were no fuch Mortal as a Drapier ■ in the 
World. . • V. 

I am heartily forry, that any Writer fhould, 
in a Caul'e fo generally approved, give Occa- 
fion to the Government and Council to charge 
him with * Paragraphs 4 4 highly reflecting up- 
4 4 on His Majelly and His Miniilers j tend- 
44 ing to alienate the Affe£iions of his good 
44 Subjects in England and Ireland from each 
44 other; and to promote Sedition among the 
People.” I muit confels, .that, with many 
others I thought, he meant well ; although he 
might have the, Failing of better Writers, to be 
not always fortunate in the manner of exprelT- 
ing himlelf. , . . . , 

However, fmce the Draper is but one Man, 
I flin.ll think I do apublick Service,. by afferting 
that the reft of my Country men are wholly free 
from learning out of his Pamphlets to refleft 
on the King or His Minifters, to breed Sedi- 
tion. y* 

I folemnly declare,* that r I never once heard 
the leaft Redeftion call upon, the King, upon 
the Subject of Mr. Wood's Coin i For ui many 
Difcourfe? on this Matter, 1 do not remember 
His Majelly > Name .to be fo. much; as men- 
tioned. As to the Minillry m England, the 

* , r r * 

f ' < *•-'-» 4 •« • 'If l i 

* Taken out of the Drapier/ q tb Letter, for 
•which . ike printer was prq/ecuted, and a Pro- 
clamation piihiijhed . rffcauijl the Author, offering 
,300 1. fywardfor difcopefirig Vd&.'ff L ; 

* •* jv iunv A . ;T 't ; r ;u- : rraa Frit ev 
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only two Perfbns hinted at were the Duke of 
Grafton and Mr. Walpole : The former, as I • 
have heard you, and a Hundred ethers, affirm, 
declared, that he never faw the Patent in fa- 
vour of Mi*. Woody before it was patted, al- 
though he was then Lord Lieutenant: And 
therefore I fuppofe every Body believes, that his 
Grace hath been wholly unconcerned in it 
fince. '• 

Mr. Walpole was indeed fuppofed to be un- 
derifood by the Letter IV. in leveral News Pa- 
pers $ where it is laid that foine Expreffions 
fell from him not very favourable to the People 
of- Ireland ; for the Truth of which, the King- 
dom is not to anfwer, any more than for the 
Difcretion of the Publifhers. You obferve, the 
Drapier wholly clears Mr .Walpole of this Charge 
by very ftrong Arguments ; and fpeaks of him 
with Civility. I cannot deny myfelf to have been 
often prelent, where the Company gave their 
Opinion, that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. Wood's 
Projects, which I always contradicted j and for 
my own Part, never once opened my Lips 
againft that Minifter, either in mixed or par- 
ticular Meetings : And my Reafon for this Re- 
lervednefs was ; becaufe it plealed him in the 
Qtieen's Time (I mean Queen Anne of ever 
blelfed Memory) to make a Speech direCtly 
againft me, by Name, in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, as- T was told a very few Minutes after 
in the Court of Requejls , by more than fifty , 
Members. A* 

.... pa * But 
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But You, who are in a great Station here*, 
(if any Thing here may be called Great) can.-, 
not be ignorant, that whoever is underftood by 
publick Voice to be chief Minifter, will, among 
the general Talkers, lkare the Blame, whether 
juftly or no, of every thing that is difliked j- 
which I could eafily make appear in many 
Inftances, from my own Knowledge, while X 
was in the World 5 and particularly in the Cafe 
of the * greateft, the wileft, and the moft un- 
corrupt Minifter, I ever converfed with. 

But, whatever unpleahng Opinion forae 
People might conceive of Mr. Walpole , on Ac- 
count of thofe Half-pence j I dare boldly affirm 
it was entirely owing to Mr. Wood. Many Per- 
fons of Credit, come from England , have af- 
firmed to me, and others, that they have feet* 
Letters under his Hand, full of Arrogance and 
Infolence towards Ireland, and boafting of his 
Favour with Mr. Walpole ; which is highly pro- 
bable j becaufe he reasonably thought it for his 
Intereftto fpread fuch a v Rcport , and becaufe it 
is the known Talent of low and little Spirits,, 
to have a 'great Man’s Name perpetually in their 
Mouths. 

Thus I have fufficiently juftified the People 
of Ireland , from learning any bad Leffons out. 
of the Draper' s Pamphlets, with regard to his 
Majefty and his Minifters : And therefore, if 
thole Papers were intended to fow Sedition a- 
/ 

* Suppofed to be the Lord Treafurer Oxford. 
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niong us, God be thanked, the Seeds have fallen 
upon a very improper Soil . 

As to alienating the Affe6Hons of the People 
of England and Ireland from each-other ; I be- 
lieve, the Drapicr , whatever his’lntentions were, 
hath left that Matter juft as he found it. 

I have lived long in both Kingdoms, as well 
in Country as in Town j and therefore take 
myfelf to be as well informed as moft Men in 
the Difpofitions of each People towards the 
other. By the People I underhand here, only 
the Bulk of the common People $ and I defirc 
no Lawyer may diftort or extend my Meaning. 

There is a Vein of Induftry and Parfimonv, 
that 111ns tfirough the whole People of Eng- 
land, which, added to the Eafmels of their 
Rents, makes them rich and fturdy. As to Ire- 
land, they know little more of it than they do 
of Mexico ; farther than that it is a Country 
fubjeft to die King of England, full of Boggs, 
inhabited by wild Irijh Papijls, who are kept in 
Awe by mercenary Troops fent from thence : 
And their genera! Opinion is, that it were 
better for England , if this whole I (land were 
lunk into the Sea : For they have a Tradition, 
that every forty Years there mull be a Rebellion • 
in Ireland. I have feen the grofTeft Suppofi- 
tions pals upon them ; and that the nvilJ Irijh 
were taken in Tovls ; but that, in fomeTime, 
they would grow fo tame, as to eat out of 
your Hands : I have been alked by Hundreds, 
and particularly by my Neighbours, yotir Te- 
nants, at Pepper -bar a, whether I had come 

F 3 from 
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from Ireland by Sea : And upon the Arrival 
of an Irijhman to a Country Town, I have 
known Crouds coming about him, and wonder- 
ing to fee him look lb much better than them- 
• ielves. * % 

A Gentleman now in Dublin , affirms, that 
palling lome Months ago through Northamp- 
ton , and finding the whole Town in a Lurry, 
with Bells, Bonfires, and Illuminations ; upon 
afking the Caufe, was told, it was for Joy, 
that the lr 'ijh had fubmitted to receive Wood's 
Half-pence. This, I think, plainly Ihews 
what Sentiments that large Town hath of us ; 
and how little they made it their own Cafe ; 
although they iie dire&ly in our Way to Lon- 
don , and therefore, cannot but be frequently 
convinced that we have human Shapes. 

As to the People of tills Kingdom, they 
confift either of frijb Papifts , who are as in- 
considerable, in Point of Power, as the Wo- 
men and Children ; or of Englijb P rot eft ants; 
who love their Brethren of That Kingdom ; 
although they may poflibly fometimes com- 
plain when they tliink they are hardly 
ufed : However, I confefs, I do not fee any 
Agreat Conference, how their perianal Af- 
fections hand to each other while the Sea. 
divides them, and while they continue in their 
Loyalty to the fame Prince. And yet, I will 
appeal to you, whether thofe from England 
have Realbn to complain when they come 
• hither in Purluit of their Fortunes ? Or, whe- 
ther the People of Ireland have Reafon to 

boaft. 
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boaft, when they go England on the fame De- • 
* £gn ? ' 

My fecond Propofition was, that we of Ire- 
land are a free People : This, I fuppofe, you 
will allow, at leaft, with certain Limitations 
remaining in your own Bread: . However, I 
am fure it is not criminal to affirm j becaufe 
the Words Liberty and Property , as applied 
to the Subject, are often mentioned in both 
Houfes of Parliament, as well as in yours, 
and other Courts below, from whence it mull 
follow that the People of Ireland do, or ought 
to enjoy all the Benefits of the Common and 
Statute Law 5 fiich as to he tried by Juries, 
to pay no Money without their own Confent,. 
as reprefented in Parliament, and the like. If 
this be fo, and if it be univerfally agreed 
that a free People cannot, by Law, be com- 
pelled to take any Money in Payment, ex- 
cept Gold and Silver ; I do not fee why any 
Man fhould be hindered from cautioning his 
Countrymen againft this Coin of William 
Wood ; who is endeavouring by Fraud to rob 
us of that Property, which the Laws have fe- 
cured. If I am miiiaken, and that this Cop- 
per can be obtruded on us, I would put thd 
‘ Drapier ' s Cafe in another Lights by iuppo- 
fmg that a Perfon going into his Shop fhould 
agree for Thirty Shillings Worth of Goods, 
and force the Seller to take his Payment in. a 
Parcel of Copper-Pieces, intrinfically not worth 
above a Crown s I defire to know whether 
the Drapier would not be actually robbed of 

♦ Five 
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Five and T^ly Shillings, and how far he 
could he faid to be Matter of his Property > 
The fame Quettion may be applied to Rents 
and Debts on Bond or Mortgage, and to all ' 
Kind of Commerce whatsoever. ' 

Give me Leave to 'do what the DrApier hath 
done more than once before me ; which is, to 
relate the .naked Faff, as it ftands in the View 
of the World. 


One William Wood , Efq; an Hardware-man, 
obtains, by Fraud, a Patent in England, to coin 
108,000 /. in Copper, to pafs in Ireland j 
leaving us Liberty to take, or to refufe. The 
People here, in all Sorts of Bodies and Repre- 
lentatiVes, do openly and heartily declare, that 
they will not accept this Coin: To juftify 
thefe Declarations, they generally offer two 
Reafons ; firft, becaufe, by the W ords of the 
Patent, they are left to their own Choice ; 
And, fecondly, becaufe they are not obliged 
by Law : So that here you fee there is. Eel l ion 
atquf I'imm, a Kingdom on one Side, and 
William Wood cn the other. Andlf Mr. Wood 
gets the Victory at the Expence of Ireland's 
Ruin, and the Profit of One or Two hundred 
Thoufand Pounds (I mean by continuing, 
and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for 
fyimfelf j I doubt, both prefent and future Ages 
will,. 'at leatt, think it a very fmgular Scheme. 

If this Faff be truly ttated, I mutt confcfs, 

I look' upoh it as my Duty, fo far as God 
hath enabled me, and as long as I keep 
within the "Bounds of Truth, ~of Duty, rand of' 

Decency, 
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Decency, to warn my Fellow- Sub j efts, as they 
value their King, their Country, and all that 
ought or- can be dear to them, never to admit 
this pernicious Coin; no not fo much as one (ingle 
Halt-penny. For if one fmgle Thief forces 
the Door, it is in vain to talk of keeping out 
the whole Crew behind. 

And, while I (hall be thus employed, I will 
never give myfelf Leave to fuppofe, that what 
L (ay can either offend my * Lord Lieu- 
tenant ; whofe Perfoa and great Qualities I have 
always highly relpe&ed (as I am fure his Ex- 
cellency will be ray Witnefs) or the Minifters 
in England , with whom I have nothing to do, 
or they with me ; much lefs the Privy Council 
here ; who, as I aifi informed, did fend an 
Addrefs to his Majefty againft Mr. Wood's 
Coin ; which if it be a Miftake, I defire I 
may not be accufed for a Spreader of falls 
News s But, I confefs, I am fo great a Stran- 
ger to Affairs, that, for any thing I know, 
the whole Body of the Council may fmee have 
been changed : And, although I obferved 
fome of the very fame Names in a late 
Declaration againft that Coin which I faw fub- 
fbribed to the Proclamation againft the Dr after y 
yet poflibly they may be different Perfons:: for 
they are utterly unknown to me, and are like 
to continue fo. 

In this Controverfy, where the Reafoners on 
each Side are divided by St. George's Chan* 

* Lord Carteret, 

nel, 
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nel, his Majefty’s Prerogative, perhaps, would 
not have been mentioned, if .Mr. Wood and his 
Advocates had not made it neceffaiy, by giv- 
ing out, that. the Currency of his Coin fhould 
be enforced by a Proclamation . The T raders 
^nd common People of the Kingdom were 
heartly willing to ‘refute this Coin'} but the 
Fear, of a Proclamation brought along with it 
• moft dreadlui ApprehenlionsJ It was there-^ 
fore ablbluteiy neceflary for the Drapicr,- to 
remove this Difficulty ; and accordingly,' in 
one of his former Pamphlets, he had produced 1 
invincible Arguments, (wherever he picked 
them up) that the King’s Prerogative was not' 
at all concerned in the Matter } fmce the Lavr 
had fufHciently provided ‘againtt any Coin - to 
be impofed upon the Subjefl, except Gold 
and Silver} and that Copper is not Money, 
but, as it hath been properly called, Num - 
mornm Famuhis . vr- 

v. The three former Letters from the Drapier y 
having not received any publick Cenfure, I 
look upon them to be without Exception y 
and that the good People of the Kingdom 
ought to .read them often, in order to keep 
up, that 'Spirit railed againft this deftru£live 
Coin of Mr. Wood: As Tor this laff Letter, 
againft which a Proclamation is iftiied } I fha.ll 
only fay, that I could wilh it were ftripped off all 
that can . be any way exceptionable } which 
I would not think it below me to undertake, 
if my Abilities were equal ; but being naturally 
fomewhat flow of Comprehenlion, no Lawyer, 

and 
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and apt to believe the beft of thole who pro-*- 
fefr good Deiigns, without any viiible Motive 
either of Profit or Honour 3 I might pore 
for ever, without . diffinguifhing the Cockle 
from the Corn. . • ... - 

That which, I am told, gives the greateft 
Offence in this laffc Letter, is where the l Dra- 
per affirms, that if a Rebellion Ihould prove 
fo fucccisful, as to fix the Pretender on the 
Throne of England, he would venture fo far 
to tranfgrefs the Irijh Statute, (which unites Ire- 
land to England under one King) as to lole 
every Drop of his Blood, to hinder him from 
Being King of Inland. . ■ : 

I fhall not prefume to vindicate any Man, who 
openly ..declares he would tranfgrefs a Statute $ 
and-a Statute of fuch Importance : But, with the 
/noft humble Submiffion and Defire of Pardon 
for. a very innocent Miftake, I Ihould be apt to 
think that the loyal Intention of the Writer 
might be at lead fome fmall Extenuatipn of his 
Crime : For, in this I confefs myfelf to think 
with the Drapieri t .\ , ... , .. < ,g^'> I 

, X have not been hitherto told of any other 
Objections aspinft that Pamphlet j but- Lfup- 
pofethey will nlfappear at tiie,.Profecution of 
th t f Draper* And, I think, whoever; in /his 
own Contcicr.ce Relieves the faid Pamphlet to be 
Wyked and malicious , /editions and fcdndalcus , 
■bigl'iy rc/ccling. upon his .Majejiy and Us Mit 
hifor's Sep. j would .do well to diicovet „thp 
'Author, .'(as little a Friend as I, am. to. th? 

“ ' ■ : ' ■ r Trade 
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Trade of Informers) although the Reward of 
300 /. had not been tack’d to the Difcovery. 
I own, it would be a great Satisfaction to me, 
to hear the Arguments not only of Judges, 
but of Lawyers upon this Cafe. Becaufe 
you cannot but know, there often happen Occa- 
sions, wherein it would be very convenient, 
that the Bulk of the People fhould be informed 
how .they ought to condufl themfelves ; and 
therefore it hath been the Wifdom of the Englijb 
Parliaments, to be very referved in limiting 
the Prefs. When a Bill is debating in either 
Houfe of Parliament there, . nothing is more 
ufual, than to have the Controverfy handled by 
Pamphlets on both Sides $ without the leaft 
Animadverfion upon the Authors. 

So here, in the Cafe of Mi*. Wood and his 
Coin j fmce the two Houfes gave their Opinion 
by Addrcffes, how dangerous the Currency of 
that Copper would be to Ireland $ it was with- 
out ^11 Queftion, both lawful and convenient, 
that the Bulk of the People fhould be let more 
particularly into the Nature of the Danger 
they were in } and of the Remedies that were 
in their own Power, if they would have the 
Senfe to apply them ; and this canrrot be 
more conveniently done, than by particular 
Perfons, to whom God hath given Zeal and 
Underftanding fufficient for fuch an Under- 
taking. Thus it happened in the Cafe of 
that deftru Clive ProjeCl for a Bank in Ireland , 
which was brought into Parliament a few Years 

. y " ■ a g°s 
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ago ; and it was allowed that the Arguments 
and Writings of fome without Doors contri- - 
buted very much to reject it. 

Now, I Ihould be heartily glad, if fome able 
Lawyers would prefcribe the Limits, how far 
a private Man may venture . in delivering his 
Thoughts upon publick Matters : Becaufe a 
true Lover of his Country, may think it hard 
to be a quiet Stander-by, and an indolent 
Looker-on, while a publick Error prevails, 
by which a whole Nation may be ruined. Every 
Man who enjoys Property, hath fome Share in 
the Publick j and therefore, the 0are of the 
Publick is, in fome Degree, every fuch Man’s 
Concern. - • 

To come to Particulars. I could wilh to 
know, whether it be utterly unlawful .in any 
Writer fo much as to mention the Preroga- 
tive j at lead: fo far as to bring it into doubt, 
upon any Point whatfoever : I know it is 

often debated in Wejlminjler-Hall ; and Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, as well as other eminent Lawyers, 
do frequently handle that Subjeff in their Books. 

Secondly, How far the Prerogative extends 
to force Coin upon the Subjefl, which is not 
Sterling j filch as Lead, Brafs, Copper, mixt 
Metal, Shells, Leather, or any other Material ; 

2 nd fix upon it whatever Denomination the 
Crown lhall think fit. 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant 
by that Phrafe of a depending Kingdom , as 
applied to Ireland 3 and wherein that Depen- 
dency confifteth ? 

Vol. IX. « G Laftly, . 
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Laftly, In what Points relating to Liberty 
anti Property the People ot Ireland differ, or 
at leaft, ought to differ, from thofe of Eng- 
land ? 

If thefe Particulars were made fo clear, that 
none could iniftake them, it would be of infi- 
nite Eafe and Ufe to the Kingdom} and either 
prevent or filence all Dilcontents. 

My Lord Somers , the greateft Man I ever 
knew of your Robe ; and whofe Thoughts of 
Ireland differed as far as Heaven and Earth, 
from thofe of fome others among his Bre- 
thren here 4 lamented to me that the Prero- 
gative of the Crown, or the Privileges of Par- 
liament, ffiould ever be liable to difpute, in 
any tingle Branch of either ; by which Means, 
he faidj the Publick often fuffered great In- 
conveniencies ; whereof he gave me feveral In- 
ftances. I produce the Authority of fo eminent 
a Perfcn, to jultify my Delires, that fome high 
Points might be cleared. . . 

Fcr want of fuch known Afccrtainment, 
how far a Writer may proceed in exprefling 'nis 
good Wi/hes for his Country, a Perfon of 
rhe mod innocent Intentions may poffibly, by 
the Oratory and Comments of Lawyers, be 
charged with many Crimes, which from his 
very Soul lie abhors ; and confequcntly may 
be ruined in his Fortunes, and left to rot 
among Thieves in fome ltinking Jayl ; merely 
for niifbking the Purlieus of the Law. I 
have known in my Life-time, a Printer pro- 

• fecuted 
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i^cuted and convicted, for publifhing * a Pam- 
phlet, where the Author’s Intentions, I am 
confident, were as good and innocent, as thole 
of a Martyr at his laft Prayers. I did very 
lately, as I thought it my Duty, preach to 
the People under my Infpeftion, upon the Sub- 
ject of Mr. Wood.' s Coin ; and although I never 
heard that my Sermon gave the leaft Offence, 
as I am fure none was intended ; yet, if it 
were now printed and publiihed, I cannot 
fay, I would infure it from the Hands of the 
common Hang- man j or my own Perfon from 
thofe of a Melfenger. 

I have heard the late Chief Juftice Holt 
affirm, that,- in all criminal Cafes, the molt 
favourable Interpretation fhould be put upon 
Words, that they can poffibly bear. You 
meet the fame Pofition alferted in many Tri- 
als, for the greateft Crimes j tho’ often very ill 
pra&ifed, by the perpetual Corruption of 
Judges. And 1 remember, at a Trial in 
Kent y where Sir George Rook was indi£ted for 
calling a Gentleman Knave and Villain, the 
Lawyer for theDefhidant brought off his Client, 
by alledging that the Words were not injurious ; 
for Knave , in the old and true Signification, s 
imported only a Servant 5 and Villain in Latin , 
is Villicus which is no more than a Man 

* Suppofed to bey A Propofal for the Uni- 
verfal Ufe of Irijh Manufactures, written by 
the Author . , 
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employed in Country Labour, or rather 3 
Bailv. • • ' - - 

It Sir Join Holt's Opinion were a Standard 
Maxim for all Times and Circumftances, any 
Writer, with a very lmall Meafure of Dil- 
cretion might eafily be fafe ; but, I doubt, in 
Pra&ice it hath been frequently controuled, 
at leaft before his Time : For I take it to be 
an old Rule in Law. 

I have read, or heard, a Paflage of Signior 
Letij an Italian } who being in London bufy- 
ing himfelf with writing the Hiilory of Eng- 
land, told King Charles the Second, that he 
endeavoured as much as he could to avoid 
giving Offence, but found it a Thing impof- 
fable ; although he. fhould have been as wife, 
as Solomon. The King anfwered, that if this 
were the Cafe, he had better employ Iris Time 
in writing Proverbs, as Solomon did. But Lett 
lay under no publick Neceffity of writing 5 
neither would England have been one Half- 
penny the better, or the worfe, whether he 
writ or no. ' 

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readi- 
ly be objected ; what have private Men ta 
do with the Publick ? What Call had a Droo- 
pier to turn Politician, to meddle in Matters 
of State ? Would not his Time have been 
better employed in looking to his Shop ; or 
his Pen in writing Proverbs, Elegies, Bal- 
lads, Garlands, and Wonders? He would 
then have been out of all' Hanger of Pro- 
clamations^ 
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clamafcions, and Profecutions. Have we not 
able Magiftrates and Counfellors, hourly watch- 
ing over the Publick Weal ? All this may he 
true : And yet when the AddrefTes from both 
Houles of Parliament, againft Mr. fVood' s 
Half-pence, failed of Succefs j if iome Pen 
had not been employed td inform the People 
how far they might legally proceed- in refil- 
ling that Coin, to detect the Fraud, the Ar- 
tifice, and Infolence of the Coiner, and to lay 
open the mod ruinous. Confequences - to the 
whole Kingdom ; which would inevitably fol- 
low from the Currency of the faid Coin : I 
might appeal to many Hundred Thoufand 
People, whether ever any one of them would 
ever have the Courage or Sagacity to refufe 
it. 

If this Copper fhould begin to make its Way 
among the common ignorant People, we are in- 
evitably undone ; it is they who give us the 
greateft Apprehenfion, being eafily frighted, 
and greedy to fwallowMif-informations : For, 
if every Man were wdl'e enough to underftand 
his own Intereft, which is every Man’s prin- 
cipal Study, there would be no need of Pam- 
phlets upon this Occafion : But, as Things 
hand, I have thought it abfolutely neceflary, 
from my Duty to God, my King, and my 
Country, to inform the People, that the Pro- 
clamation lately ilfued againft the Dr a pier 9 
doth not in the leaft affeft the Cafe of Mr. • 
Wood and his Coin $ but only refers to cer~. 
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tain Paragraphs in the Draper's laft Pam- 
phlet, (not immediately relating to his Sub- 
ject, not at all to the Merits of the Caufe) 
which the Government was pleafed to diflike 5. 
fo that any Man has the fame Liberty to re- 
jeft, to write, and to declare againft this Coin, 
which he had before : Neither is any Man 
obliged to believe, that thofe honourable Per- 
fons (whereof you are the firft) who figned 
that memorable Proclamation againft the pra- 
pier, have at all changed their Opinions, 
with regard to Mr. Wood, or his Coin. 

Therefore, concluding myfelf to be thus 
far upon a fafe and fure Foot, I lhall conti- 
nue, upon any proper Occafion, as God en- 
ables me, to revive and preferve that Spirit 
raifed in the Nation, (whether the real Author 
were a real Draper or no, is little to the 
Purpofe) againft this horrid Defign of Mr. 
Wood 5 at the fame Time carefully watching 
every Stroke of my Pen, and venturing only 
to incur the publick Cenlure of the World 
as a Writer, not of my Lord Chief Juftice- 
Whitjhed as a Criminal. Whenever an Or- 
der fhall come out by Authority, forbidding 
all Men upon the higheft Penalties to offer 
any thing in Writing or Difcourle againft Mr. 
Wood' s Half-pence j I fhall certainly fubmit.. 
However, if that lhould happen, I am de- 
termined to be fomewhat more than the laft 
Man in the Kingdom to receive them ; be- 
**ufe I will never receive them at all : For 
3 although 
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although I know how to be filent ; I have 
not yet learned to pay a&ive Obedience againlt 
my Confcience, and the publick Safety. 

I defire to put a Cafe, which I think the 
Drapier , in fome of his Books, hath put before 
me ; although not fo fully as it requires. 

You know the Copper Half-pence in Eng- 
land are coined by the Publick ; and every 
Piece worth pretty near the Value of the Cop* 
per. Now, fuppofe, that, inftead of the pub- 
lick Coinage, a Patent had been granted to 
fome private, obfcure Perfon, for coining a pro- 
portionable Quantity of Copper in that King- 
dom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing in This 5 
and all of it at lead live Times below the in- 
trinfick Value : The current Money of England 
is reckoned to be Twenty Millions ; ajid ours 
under * Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds : By 
this Computation, as Mr. Wood hlfh Power to 
give us 108,000 Pounds; fo the Patentee \x\Eng- 
landy by the fame Proportion, might circulate 
FourMillionsThreeHimdred and TwentyThou- 
fahd Pounds ; befides as much more by Stealth 
and Counterfeits. I defire to know from you, 
whether the Parliament might not have addrefi- 
fed upon fuch an Oceafion £ what Succefs they 
probably would have had ; and how many 
Drapiers would have rifen to pefter the World 
with Pamphlets : Yet that Kingdom would not 
be fo great a Sufferer as ours in the like Cafe £ 
becaufe their Cafii would not be conveyed into 
foreign Countries, but lie hid in the Chefts of 

. * It is fmee funk to 200,000 /. 

**** cautious, 
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cautious, thrifty Men, until better Times. Then 
I deiire, for the Satisfaction of the Publick, that 
you will pleafe to inform me why this Country 
is treated in fo very different a Manner, in a 
Point of fuch high Importance ; whether it be 
on Account ofPoining's Aft; of Subordination j 
Dependence; or any otherTerm of Art; which 
I fhall not conteft, but am too dull to under- 
itand. 

I am very fenTible, that the good or ill Suc- 
cess of Mr. Woody will affeCt you lefs than any 
Perfon of Confequence in the Kingdom ; be- 
caufe I hear you are fo prudent as to make all 
your Purchafes in England ; and truly fo would 
I, if I had Money, although I were to pay a * 
Hundred Years Purchafe ; becaule I fliould be 
glad to poffefs a Freehold that could not be 
taken from^cne by any Law to which I did not 
give my own Confeht : and where I Ihould ne- 
ver be in Danger of receiving my Rents in mixt 
Copper, at the Lofs of Sixteen Shillings in the 
Pound. Yon can live, in Eafe and Plenty at 
Pepper- bar a in Sumy, and therefore I thought 
it extremely generous and publick -fpirited in 
you to be of the Kingdom’s Side in this Dii- 
pute, by (hewing without Refervc, your Dis- 
approbation of Mr. Wood ' sDelign ; at leaft, if 
you have been fo frank to others as you were 
to me ; which indeed I could not but wonder 
:«t, conlidering how much we differ in other 
Points ; and -therefore I could get but few Be- 
lievers, when I attempted to juftify you in this 
Article from your own Words. 

I would humbly offer another Thought, 

which 
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which I do not remember to have fallen ttnder 
the Drapier' s Obfervation. If thefe Half-pence 
(hould once gam Admittance, it is agreed, that 
in no long Space of Time, what by the clande-* 
ftinePraftices of the Coiner, what by his own 
Counterfeits, and thofe of othersj either from 
Abroad or At home, his limited Quantity would 
be tripled upon us, until there would not be a 
Grain of Gold or Silver vifible in the Nation. 
This, in my — Opinion, would lay a heavy 
Charge upon the Crown, by creating a Necefli- 
ty of tranfmitting Money from England to pay 
tile Salaries at lead of the principal Civil Of- 
ficers : For I do not conceive how a Judge (for 
Inftance)could fupporthis Dignity with a thou-, 
fand Pounds a Year in Coin} which 

would not intrinfically be woFth near Two 
Hundred. To argue that thefe Half-pence, if 
ho other Coin were current, would anfwer the 
general Ends of Commerce among ourfelves, 
is a great Miftake, and the Drapier hath 
made that Matter too clear to admit an An- 
fwer j by (hewing us what every Owner of 
Land muft be forced to do with the Produfls 
of it in fuch a Diftrefs. You may read his 
Remarks at large in his fecond or third Letter ; 
to which I refer you . 

Before I conclude, I cannot but obferve, 
that for feveral Months pad, there have more 
Papers been written in this Town, fuch as they 
are, all upon the bed publick Principle, the 
Love of our Country, than perhaps hath been 
known in any other Nation, in fo (hort a Times 

I fpeak in general, from the Drapier , down to 

the 
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the Maker of Ballads ; and all without any 
Regard to the common Motives of Writers ; 
which are Profit, Favour, and Reputation. As 
to Profit, I am allured by Perfons of Credit, 
that the beft Ballad upon Mr. Wood will not 
yield above a Groat to the Author $ and the 
unfortunate Adventurer Harding, declares he 
never made the Drapier any P relent, except 
■one Pair of Sciifars. As to Favour, whoever 
thinks to make his Court by oppofing Mr. 
Wood , is not very deep in Politicks. And as 
to Reputation, certainly no Man of Worth and 
Learning, would employ his Pen upon fo tran- 
sitory a Subject, and in fo obfcure a Comer of 
the World, to diftinguifh himfelf as an Author. 
So that I look upon myl'elf, the Drapier , and 
my numerous Brethren, to be all true Patriots 
in our feveral Degrees. 

All that the Publick can expeCt for the fu- 
ture, is only to be fometimes warned to beware 
of Mr. Wood's Half-pence ; and to be referred 
for ConviClionto the D rapier's Reafons. For, 
a Man of the moft fuperio* Underftanding 
will find it impoflible to make the beft Ufe of 
it, w’hile he writes in Conftraint ; perpetually 
■foftening, correcting, or blotting out Exprefli- 
ons, for fear of bringing his Printer, or himfelf, 
■under a Profecution from my Lord Chief Juf- 
tice Whitjhed. It calls to my Remembrance 
the Madman in Don Quixote, who, being 
foundly beaten by a Weaver for letting a Stone 
{which he always carried on his Shoulder) fall 

upon 
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upon a Spaniel, apprehended that every Cur 
he met was of the lame Species. . ■ 

For thefe Reafons, X .am convinced, that 
what I have now written will appear low ami 
infipid 5 hut if it contributes in the leaft, to 
prelerve that Union among us for oppofmg this 
fatal Project of Mr. Wood , my Pains will not 
be altogether loft. 

I fent thefe Papers to an eminent Lawyer 
(and yet a Man of Virtue and Learning into 
the Bargain) who after many Alterations re- 
turned them back, with alluring me that they 
are perfectly innocent ; without the leaft Mix- 
ture of Creafon, Rebellion, Sedition, Malice, 
Difaffe&ion, Reflexion, or wicked Infinuation 
whatfoever. 

If the Bell-man of each Parilh, as he goes 
his Circuit, would cry out, every Night, Pajl 
T yeelaje a Clock $ B e-ware of Wood’r Half ?* 
fence ; it would probably cut off the Occafion 
for publilhing any more Pamphlets } provided 
tliat in Country Towns it were done upon 
Market-Days^. - For my^own Part, as foon as 
it (hall be determined, that ft is not againft 
Law, I will begin the Experiment in the Li- 
berty of St. Patrick's ; and hope my Example 
may be followed' in the whole City. But if 
Authority fhall think Fit to forbid all Wri- 
tings, or Difcourfes upon this Subjeft, except 
1’uch as are in Favcur of Mr. Woody I will 
obey as it becomes me ; only when I am in 
Danger of burftirg, I will go and whifper 

. _ • - <- araojig 
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among tKe Reeds, not any Reflection upon 
the Wifdom of my Countrymen $ but only 
thefe few Words, EEWAK E OF WOQD'% 
HALF-PENCE. 


with due Refpeft, 

Tour moji Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


Deanry Houfe 
Q£t. 26, 1724.. 
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An humble- 


A D -D R E S S 


• » 1 • • * * 

•to both 

. * ♦ • 

Houses of Parliament, 

, By M. B. Draper* 

« * # 

•• ! • ' , 

Written before the Lord Carteret came 
over, and foon after the Dfc a pier's 
fourth Letter. 

Multa gemens ignominiam plagafque fuperbi . 
Vittoris , 

* • * - % • i . r* - • t - * 

I Have been told, that Petitions and Addrejfes, 
either to King or Parliament, are the Right 
©f every Subject ; provided they confift with 
that Refpeft, which is due to Princes and great 
Aflemblies. Neither do I remember, that the 
modeft Propofals , or Opinions of private Men, 
have been ill received, when they have not been 
• delivered in the Style of Advice ; which is a 
VOL.IX. H Pre- 
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Preemption far from my Thoughts. How* 
Over, if Proposals fhould be looked upon as too 
aflumingj yet I hope, every Man may be 
fuffeved tq declare his own and the Nation’s 
Wijhes. For Inftance } I may be allowed to 
nvijh , that fome further Laws were enabled 
for the Advancement of Trade > for the Im- 
provement of Agriculture , now ftrangely ne- 
glected, againft the Maxim of all wife Nations i 
For fiipplying the maniftft Defefts in the A£ls 
concerning.the Plantation of Trees : For fet- 
ting the Poor to work ; and many others. 

Upon this Principle, I may venture to af- 
firm, it is the hearty Wijh or the whole Na- 
tion, very few excepted, that the Parliament 
in this Scflion would begin by ftriCtly examin- 
ing into the deteftable Fraud of one William 
Woody now or late of London , Hardware-titian ; 
who illegally and clandeJUnely , as appears by 
your own Votes and Addreffes, procured a 
Patent in England , for coining Half-pence in 
that Kingdom, to be current here. This, I 
fay, is the IPi/h of the whole Nation, <very fenu 
excepted ; and upon Account of thofe fenv, is 
more ftrongly and jultly the Wijh of the reft ; 
Tholh fcnv confiding either of Woodt s Confe- 
derates, fome obfcure Tradefmeri, or certain 
bold UNDERT AKERS of weak Judgment, 
and fti'ong Ambition j who think to find their 
Accounts in the Ruin of the Nation, by fe- 
aring or advancing themfelves.' And, be- 
eaufe fuch Men proceed Upon a Syftem of Po- 
litick", to Which I would fain hope you will 



Houfes of Parliament. . 

be always utter Strangers j I ihall humbly lay 
it before you. 

Be pleafed to fuppofe me in a Station of Fif* 
teen hundred Pounds a Year, Salary and Per- 

? uifites } and likewhe pofieifed of 800 /. a 
r ear, real Eftate. Then’ fuppole a deftruc- 
tive Project to be on Foot j fuch, for Inltance, 
as this of fF'oodj which, if it fuCceed, in all 
the Confequences naturally to be expeCted from 
it, mull fink the Rents and Wealth of the 
Kingdom one Half, (although I am confident* 
it would have done fo five Sixths ) Suppoie, X 
conceive that the countenancing, or privately 
fuf porting this ProjeCt, will plcafe thofc by whom 
/ expeFl to be preferred , or higher exalted. 
Nothing then remains, but to compute and 
ballance ray Gain and my Lois, and fum up 
the whole. I fuppofe that I ihall keep my 
Employment^ ten Years, not to mention the 
fair Chance of a better. This, at 1 5O0 /. a 
Year, amounts in ten Years, to 1 5000 /. My 
Eftate, by the Succefs of the laid Project, finks 
400 /. a Year j which at Twenty Years Pur- 
chafe, is but 8000/, fo that I am a clear 
Gainer of 7000/. upon the Ballance. And 
during all that Period, I am poffeffed of Pow- 
er and Credit , can gratify my Favourites , and 
take Vengeance on my Enemies. And if the 
Project mifearry, my private Merit is ftill en- 
tire. This Arithmetic k, as horrible as it ap- 
pears, I knowingly affirm to have been pra&if- 
ed.and applied in Conjunctures, whereon de- 
pended the Ruin or Safety of a Nation : Al- 

Ha w though, 
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though, probably the Charity and Virtue of 41 
Senate will hardly be induced to believe, that 
there can be fuch Monfters among Mankind. 
And yet, the wife Lord Bacon mentions a Sort 
of People, (I doubt the Race is not yet extinft) 
who would fet a Houfe on Fire , for the Con- 
venience of roafting their Eggs at the Flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, 
and hath turned his Thoughts to obferve the 
■Courfe of publick Affairs in this Kingdom, 
from the Time of the* Revolution j rauft 
acknowledge that the higheft Points of Intereft 
and Liberty, have been often lacrificed to the 
Avarice and Ambition of particular Perfons, 
upon the very Principles and* Arithmetick that 
I have fuppofed : The only wonder is, how 
thefe Artifls were able to prevail upon Num- 
bers; 3nd influence even publick Aflemblies 
to become Inftruments for effefting their exe- 
crable Defigns. 

It is, I tnink, in all Confcience, Latitude 
enough for Vice , if a Man of Station be al- 
lowed to aft Injuftice upon the ufual Principles 
of getting a Bribe , wreaking his Malice, ferving 
his Party , or confulting his Preferment ; while 
his Wicked n efs terminates in the Ruin only 
of particular Perfons. But to deliver up our 
whole Country, and every living Soul who in- 
habits it, to certain Deftruftion, hath not, as 
I remerpber, been permitted by the moft fa- 
vourable Cafuifis on the Side of Corruption. It 
were far better, that all who have had the 
Misfortune to be born in this Kingdom, fliould 
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be rertdered incapable of holding any Employ- 
ment whatfoever, above the Degree of a Con- 
fable, (according to the Scheme and Intentfon 
of a f great Minifter gone to his onvn Place ) 
than to live under the daily Apprehenfion of 
a few falfe Brethren among ourfelves. Becaufe, 
in the former Cafe we fhould be wholly free 
from the Dafigcr of being betrayed ; fmee 
none could then have Impudence enough to 
pretend any publick Good. 

It is true, that in this defperate Affair of 
the new Half-pence , I have not heard of any 
Man above my own Degree of a Shop-keeper, 
to have been hithferto lb bold, as, in Hired 
Terms, to vindicate the fatal ProjeSl 5 although 
I have been told of fome very mollifying ExpreJ * 
Jions which were ufed, and very gentle Expe- 
dients propofed and handed about, when it full 
came under Debate : But, fmee the Eyes of 
the People have been fo far opened, that the 
mod ignorant can plainly fee their own Ruin, * 
in the Succefs of Wood ' s Attempt ; theft 
G RAN D COMPOUNDERS have been 
more cautious. 

But that tne fame Spirit ftill fubfffts, hath 
manifeftiy appeared (among other Inftances of 
great Compliance) from certain Circumjlances , 
that have attended fome late Proceedings * in a 
Court of Judicature . There is not any Com* 
nun-Pface more frequently infilled on, by thole 

f The late Earl of Sunderland. 

• By Chief JuJlice Whitfhed, 

II 3 v ' who 
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who treat, of our Conftitution, than the great 
Happinefs and Excellency of Trials by Juries ; 
yet if this blcffed Part of our Law be eludible 
at Pleafure, by the Force of Power, Frowns % 
and Artifice, we lhall have little Reafon to 
boaft of our Advantage, in this Particular, 
over other States or Kingdoms in Europe . 
And furely, thefe high Proceedings, exercifed 
in a Point that fo nearly concerned the Life - 
Blood of the People, their neceffary Subfifience , 
their very Food and Raiment , and even the pub- 
lick Peace, will not allow any favourable 
Appearasice j becaufe it was obvious, that fo 
much fuperabundant Zeal could have no other* 
Defign, or produce any other Effeft, than to 
damp that Spirit raifed in the Nation againft 
this accurfed Scheme of William Wood and his 
ABcttors i to which Spirit alone, we owe, and 
for ever muft owe, our being hitherto preferved, 

. and our Hopes of being preferved for the fu- 
ture 5 if it can be kept up, and ftrongly coun- 
tenanced by Your wife Aflemblies. I wifh \ 
could# account for fuch a Demeanor upon a 
more charitable Foundation, than that or put- 
ting ourlntercft in over-ballance with the Ruin 
of our Country. 

I remember fome Months ago, when this 
Affair was frefh in Difcoitrfe ; a Perfon nearly 
allied to SOMEBODY, or (as the Hawkers 
called Him) NOBODY who was thought 
deeply concerned, went about very diligently 
among his Acquaintance, to fliew the bad 
Coniequences that might follow from any pub- 

‘ lick 
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lick Refentment to the Di (advantage of his 
Ally, Mr. Wood 5 principally alledging the 
Danger of all Employments -being difpofed of 
from England. One of thefe Emijfaries came 
to me, and urged the fame Topic k : I anfwer- 
ed, naturally, that I knew there was no. Office 
of any Kind, which a Man from England 
might not have, if he thought it worth his alk- 
ing \ and that I looked upon all who had the 
Di&dvantage of being born here, as only in 
the Condition of Leafers and Gleaners. Nei- 
ther could I forbear mentioning the known 
Fable of the Countryman, who entreated his 
Afs to fly for fear of being taken by the Enemy ; 
but the Afs refufed to give himlelf that Trou- 
ble j and upon a very wife Reafon j becaufe 
he could^nol poffibly change his prefent Mailer 
for a 'worfe : The Enemy could not make him 
fare harder ; beat kirn more cruelly ; nor load 
him with heavier Burthens. 

Upon thefe, and many other Confiderations, 

I may affirm it to be the Wifk of the whole ' 
Nation, that the Power and Privileges of Ju- 
ries were declared, afeertained, and confirmed 
by the Legifiattire j and that whoever hath been 
manifeftiy known to violate them, might be 
fligmatized by publick Cenfure ; not from any 
Hope that fuch a Cenfure will amend their 
Pra&ices , or hurt their Interejl , (for it may 
probably operate quite contrary in both : ) but 
that the Nation may know their Enemies from 
their Friends . 

. 
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I fay not this with any Regard or View to 
myfelf ; for I write in great Security ; and am 
refolved that none (hall merit at my Expence, 
further than by (hewing their Zeal to djfcover 9 
profecute and condemn me t For endeavouring to 
do my Putv in ferving my Country ; And yet 
I am confcious to mylelf that I never had the 
leatt Intention to reflect on bis Majejly's Miui- 
Jiers, nor on any other Perfon, except William 
Wood, whom I neither did, nor do yet conceive 
to be of that Number. However, fome would 
have it, that I WENT TOO. FAR ; but I 
fuppofe they will now allow themfelves mrf- 
taken. I am fure I might eafily have GONE 
FURTHER, and I think I could not eafily 
have FARED WORSE. And therefore I 
was no further affe&ed with their Proclamation > 
and fubfequent Proceedings, than a good Cler- 
gyman is with the Sins of the People. And as 
to the poor Printer , he is now gone to appear 
before a higher, and before a RIGHTEOUS 
Tribunal. 

As my Intention is only to lay before your 
great Auemblies the general Wifhes of the 
Nation ; and as I have already declared it our 
principal Wijl) that your firjl Proceeding would 
be to examine into the pernicious Fraud of 
William Wood j fo I ivuft add, as the univerfal 
Opinion, that all Schemes of Commutation > 
Comprfition , and the like Expedients , either 
avowed or implied t will be of the mod per- 
nicious Confequences to the Publick ; againft 

the 


Digitized by Googl 



Houfes of Parliament. gi 

the Dignity of a FREE Kingdom ; and prove 
an Encouragement to future Adventures in the 
lame deftruCtive Projects. For it is a Maxim, 
which no Man at prefent difputes, that even 
a Connivance to admit One Thoufand Pounds 
in thefe HALF-PENCE, will produce, in 
Time, the fame ruinous Effects, as if we open- 
ly confented to admit a Million. It were, 
therefore, infinitely more fafe and eligible , to 
leave Things in the doubtful, melancholy State- 
they are at prefent, (which, however, God 
forbid) and truft entirely to the general Aver- 
fion of our People againft this Coin ; ufingall 
honeft Endeavours to preferve, continue, and 
increafe that Averfion, than fubmit to apply 
thofe Palliatives which weak, perfidious, or 
abjefl Politicians, are upon all Qccafions , and 
ill all Difeafesfo ready to adminifier. 

In the fmall Compafs of my Reading, (which 
however, hath been more extenfive than isufual 
to Men of my inferior Calling) I have obferv- 
ed that Grievances have always preceded Sup- 
plies, and if ever Grievances had a Title to 
fiucli a Pre-eminence, it muft be this of Wood ; 
becaufe it is not only the greateft Grievance that 
any Country could liiffer, but a Grievance of ' 
luch a Kind, that if it fliould take Effect, would 
make it impoflible for us to give any Supplies at 
all ; except in adulterate Copper ; unlefsaTax 
were laid for paying the Civil and Military 
Lilts, and the large Penfions, with real Com- 
modities inftead of Monty ; which, however, 
might be liable to fome few Objections as well 
„ * 3 . 
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as Difficulties : For altho’ the Common Soldier t 
might be content with Beef and Muttony and 
Wool, and Malty and Leather j yet I am in 
forne Doubt as to the Generals , the Colonels # 
the numerous Penfioners t the Cm/ Officers , and ' 
others, who all live in England upon Irijb Pay t 
as well as thole fenjj who relide among us only 
becaule they cannot help it. 

There is .one Particular, which although I 
have mentioned more than once in lome of my 
former Papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat* 
and a little enlarge upon it $ becaule I do not 
remember to have read or heard of the like in 
the Hiftory of any Age or Country ; neither 
do I ever reflect upon it without the utmoft 
Ajlonijhment . 

After the unanimous Addreflcs to his Sacred 
Majeity, againft this Patent of Woody from 
both Houles of Parliament, which are the 
Three Ejlates of the Kingdom ; and likewife 
an Aodreis from the Privy Council, to whom# 
under the Chief Governors, the whole Admi- 
ni fixation is intruded ; the Matter is referred” 
to a Committee of Council in London. Weed, 
and his Adherents, are heard on one Side $ 
and a few Volunteers , without any Truft or 
Direction from hence, on the other. The 
Qiteftion (as I remember) chiefly turned upon 
the Want of Half-pence in Ireland ; Witneffes 
are called on the Behalf of Wood (of what Cre- 
dit I have formerly fltewn :) Upon the Iflfue 
the Patent is found -good and legal* all His 
Majefty's Officers here (not excepting the Mill- 
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tary) commanded to be aiding and aflifting to 
make it effectual. . The Addreffes of both 
Houfes of Parliament, of the Privy Council, 
and of the City of J)ublin , the Declarations of 
moft* Counties and Corporations through the 
Kingdom, are altogether laid afide, as of no 
Weight, Confequence, or Conlideration what- 
foever : . And the whole Kingdom of Ireland 
notifuited , in default of Appearance ; as if it 
were a private Caufe between John Dovu , 
Plaintiff, and William Row, Defendant. 

With great Relpeft to thofe honourable 
Perfons, the Committee of Council in London , 
I have not undcrltood them to be our Governors , 
Counfellors, or Judges . Neither did our Cafe 
turn at all upon the Queftion, whether Ireland 
wanted Half-pence. For there is no doubt, 
but we do want both Half-pence, Gold and 
Silver : and we have numberlefs other Wants , 
and fome that we are not fo much as allowed 
to name ; although they are peculiar to this 
Nation : to which no other is fubieft, whom 
God hath bleflfed with Religion and Laws, or 
any Degree of Soil and Sunjhine : But for what 
Desnerits on our Side, I am altogether in the 
Dark. 

But, 1 do not remember, that our Want of 
Half-p ence was either affirmed, 0 / denied in 
any of our Addreflfes or Declarations, againtt 
Chofe of Wood'. We alledged the fraudulent 
Obtaining and executing his Patent, the Bale-* 
nefs of his Metal, and the prodigious Sum to 
be cpined, which mightbc increaled by Stealth, 
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from foreign Importation, and his own Coun- 
terfeits, as well as thofe at Home ; whereby 
we muft infallibly lofe all our little Gold and 
Silver, and all our poor Remainder of a very 
limited and difcouraged Trade: We ui*ged, 
that the Patent was parted without the leaft 
Reference hither} and without mention of 
any Security given by Wood , to receive his own 
Half-pence Dpon Demand } both which are 
contrary to all former Proceedings in the like 
Cafes. Thefe, and many other Arguments 
we offered } but ftill the Patent went on, and 
at this Day our Ruin would have been half 
compleated } if God, in his Mercy, had not 
raifed an univerfal Deteftation of thefe Half- 
pence, in the whole Kingdom } with a firm 
Refolution never to receive them, fince we are 
not under Obligations to do fo, by any Lavu, 
either Human or Divine. 

But, in the Name of God, and of all Juftice 
'and Piety, when the King’s Majefty was 
pleafed that this Patent fliould pafs } is it not 
to be underftood, that he conceived , believed , 
and intended it as a gracious A61, for the Good 
and Benefit of his Subjects, for the , Advantage 
of a great and fruitful Kingdom } of the moft 
loyal Kingdom upon Earth, where no Hand 
or Voice was ever lifted up again ft him j a 
Kingdom where the Paflage is not of three 
Hours from Britain, and a Kingdom where 
Papijls have lefs Povjer , and lefs Land than in 
England ? Can it be denied, or doubted, that 
his Majefty’s Minifters underftood and pro- 
. pofed 
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pofed the fame End, the Good of this Nation, 
when they advifcd the palling this Patent > 
Can die P erf on of Wood be other wife regarded, 
than as the Infrument, the Mechanic k, the 
Head-workman, to prepare his Furnace, his 
Fuel, his Metal, and his Stamps ? If I em- 
ploy a Shoe-boy , it is in view to his Advantage, 
or to my own Convenience ? I mention the 
P erf on of William Wood alone 5 becaufe no other 
appears, and we are not to reafon upon Sur- 
mifes } neither would it avail, if they had a 
real Foundation. 

Allowing therefore (for we cannot do lefs) 
that this Patent, for the coining of Half- pence, 
was wholly intended, by a .gracious King and 
a wife, fuhlick-fpiriied Miniftry, for the Ad- 
vantage of Ireland ; yet when the whole King- 
dom to a Man, for whofe Good the Patent was 
defigned, do, upon matured Confideration, 
univerfally join, in openly declaring, proteft- 
ing, addrefling, petitioning againft thefe Half- 
pence, as the mod ruinous Proieft that ever 
was fet on Foot to comyleat the Slavery and 
Deftnnffcion of a poor innocent Country : Is it * 
•was it, can it, or will it ever be a Qu eft ion, 
not whether fuch a Kingdom, or William Wood , 
fhouid be a Gainer } but whether fuch a King- 
dom ftioulc^be wholly undone, defroyed, funk , 
depopulated, made a Scene of Mifery and Def- 
lation, for the Sake of William Wood? God, 
of his infinite Mercy, avert this dreadful Judg- 
ment j and it is our univerfal Wijh, that God 

Vol. IX. i would 
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woulu put it mtoyour Hearts to be liis Inilm- 
jnents for To good a Work. 

For my own Part, who am but one Man, of 
obfcure Condition, I do iolemnly declare in 'the 
Preience of Almighty God, that I will ftiffir 
the moft ignominious and torturing Death, la- 
ther than lubmit to receive this dccurfed C'oiu, 
or any other that fhall be liable to'the fame Ob- 
jections, until they fhall be forced upon me, 
by a Law of my oven Country *, and if that fhall 
evei happen, I will tranfport mylelf into lome 
foreign Land, and eat the Bread of Poverty 
among a free People. 

Am I legally puni (liable for tliefe Expref- 
fions ? Shall another Proclamation i! tue n^aind 
me, becaufe I prellime to take my Countiy's 
Part againft William Wood, where her final 
Deftru&ion is intended ; But, whenever Van 
fhall pleafe to impofe Silence upon ine, I will 
fubmit 5 becauie, f look upon your unanimous 
Voice to be the Voice of the Nation j and this I 
have been taught, and do believe to be, ia ’ 
fome Manner, the Voice of God. 

The great Ignominy of a whole Kingdom, 
lying fo long at Mercy , under lo vzlc an Ad- 
verfary, is fuch a deplorable Aggravation, thaf 
the Utmoft Exprefliohs of Shame and Rage, 
are too low to fet it forth : And therefore^ I 
fhall leave it to receive fuch a Reibotinent, as is 
worthy of a Parliament. 

It is likewife our univerfal Wifi, that his 
-Majcfty would grant Liberty to coin Half- 
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pence in this Kingdom, for our own Ufe, render 
inch ReftriCUon as a Parliament here fhall ad- 
vife : Since the Power of coining even Gold 
and Silver, is poljefied by ever/ petty Prince 
abroad ; and was always pra&ifed by Scotland , 
to the ' very Time of the Union ; yet furely 
Scotland , as to Soil, Climate and Extent, is 
not, in itfelf, a fourth Parth the Value of Ire- 
land ; (for Bifiiop Burnet fays, it is not above 
a fortieth Part in Value to the reft of Britain) 
and with refpeCt to the Profit that England gains 
from hence, not the forty Thoufandth Part. 
Although I mull confefs, that a Mote in the 
Eye, or a Thorn in the Side, is more dange- 
rous and' painful than a Beam , or a Spike at a 
Difiance 

The Hiftories of England , and of mod other 
Countries, abound in relating the miferable, 
and fometimes the moil tragical Effects, from 
the Abides of Coin ; by debafing the Metal, 
by lefiening or enhancing theValue upon Oc - 
radons, to the publick Lofs \ of which we 
have an Example, within our own Memory, 
in England , and another very lately in France „ 
It is the tenderejl Point of Government, af- 
fecting every Individual, in the higheft De- 
• jgree. When the Value of Money is arbitra- 
ry , or unfettled, no Man can well be faid tp 
.have any Property at all; noy is any Wound 
fo fmldenly felt, fo hardly cured, or that 
leaves fu<5h deep and lafting Scars behind it. 

’ I conceive this poor unhappy Ifiand to 
Jiaye a Title to fome Indulgence iv am England ; 
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not only upon the Score of (dhrifiianity , natu- 
ral Equity, and the general Rights of Mankind \ 
but chiefly on Account of that immenfe Projit 
they receive from usj without which, that 
Kingdom would make a very different Figure 
in Europe , from what it doth at prelent.’ 

The Rents of X-and in Ireland , fince they 
have been of late fo enormoufly 1 raifed, and 
lerewed up, may be computed to about two 

# Millions ; whereof one third Part, at leaft, is 
• dire&ly tranfmitted to thofe who are perpetual 

Abientees in England ; as I find by a Compu- 
tation made with the Affiilance of feveral Ikii- 
ful Gentlemen. 

The other Articles, by which we -are alto- 
getherLofers, and England a Gainer j we found 
to amount to almolt as much more. 

I will only fet down as many Heads of 
them as I can remember, and leave them to 
the Conlideration of thofe, who underhand 
Accounts, better than I pretend to do. 

The Occafional Abientees, for Bulinefs, 
Health, or Divcrfion. 

•Three Fourths of the Revenue of the chief 
Governor, during his Abfence j which is uiu- 
ally four Fifths of his Government. , 

The whole Revenue of the Prfi-Offce. 

The numerous Penfions paid to Perlons in 
England. 

The Pay of the chief Officers in the Army 
abfent in England , which is a great Sum. 

Four Commiffioners of the Revenue, always 
abfent. 

• - Civil 
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Civil Employments very numerous, and pf 
great Incom'e. 

The vart Charge of Appeals to the Houfe of 
Lords, and to the Court of Delegates. 

Students at the Inns of Court, and the two 
Univerfities. 

Eighty Thoufand Pounds fent yearly to 
England^ for Coals ; whereof the prime Coft is 
nothing ; and therefore the Profit wholly theirs. 

‘ One Hundred Thoufand Pounds paid fcve- 
ral Years paft, for Corn fent over hither from 
England ; the EffeCt of our own great Wif- 
• dom in dlfcou raging Agriculture. ‘ 

The kind Liberty granted us gf wearing In - 
dian Stuffs, and Callicoes, to gratify the Va- 
nity and Folly of our Women; which, be- 
fides the Front to England , is an inconceivable 
Lofs to us ; forcing the Weavers to beg in 
our Streets, qj* transport themfelves to foreign 
Countries. 

The prodigious Lofs to us, and Gain to 
England , by felling them all our Wool at their 
own Rates ; whereof the Manufacture exceeds 
above ten Times the prime Coft : A Proceeding 
without Example in the Chrifian or Heathen 
World. * '• 


Our own Wool returned upon us in Eng - 
UJh Manufactures, to our infinite Shame and 
Damage ; and the great Advantage of Eng- 
land. , 

The full Profit of all our Mines accruing to 
England ; an EffeCt of £-reat Negligence and 
Stupidity. ■'•*•••• ' 
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An Affeftation among us, of liking all 
Kinds of Goods made in England .* 

i • 

Thefe, and many other Articles, which I 
cannot recollcft at prelent , are agreed by ju- 
dicious Men to amount to near feven Hun- 
dred Thoufand Pounds per Ann. clear Profit 
to England. And, upon the whole, let any 
Man look into thofe Authors who vfrite up- 
on the Subject of Commerce , he lhall find, 
that there is not one fingle Article in theEffen- 
tials, or Circumftances of Trade, whereby a 
Country can be a LoJ'er , which we do not pof- 
fcfs in the kighejl Perfection ; fomewhat ia 
every Particular, that bears a Kind, of Ana- 
logy to William Wood ; and now the Branches 
are all cut off, he Hands ready with his Ax at 
the Root. / 

Upon this Subj eft of perpetual Ahfentees , I 
have Ipent fome Time in very infignificant Re- 
flections } and, confulering the ulual Motives 
of human Aftions, which are P leaf tire. Profs, 
and Ambition , I cannot yet comprehend how 
thofe Perl'ons find their Account in any of 
the three. I fpeak not of thole Englijh Pears 
or Gentlemen, who, , befides' their E Hates at 
home, have Pofleflions. here ; for, in that Cale, 
the Matter is deiperate } but I mean thole 
Lords, and wealthy Knights, or Squires* 

* Note, Many of the above Articles have hern 
fince particularly corr.piited by another Writer , n 
\vbofe Treatife the Reader is referred. 

whole 
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whofe Birth, and partly their Education, and 
all their Fortune (except fome Trifle, and 
that in a very few Inftances) are in this King- 
dom. I knew many of them well enough, 
during feveral Years, when I refided in Eng - 
land ; and truly I could not dif cover that 
the Figure they made was, by any Means, a 
Subject of En<vy $ at lead it gave me t-zvo <very 
different PaJJions. For, excepting the Advan- 
tage of going* now and then to an Opera ; 
or fbmetimes appearing behind a Croud at 
Court j or adding to the Ring of Coaches in 
Hide-Park ; or lofing their Money at the Cho- 
• colate-Houfe ; or getting News, Votes, and 
Minutes, about five Days before us in 
Dublin 5 I fay, befides thefe, and a few other 
Privileges of lejs Importance, their Tempta- 
tions to live m London, were beyond my 
Knowledge or Conception. And I ufed to 
wonder, how a Man of Birth and Spirit, 
could endure to be wholly infignificant and ob- 
fcure in a foreign Country, when he. might 
live with Luftre in his onxm y and even at lei's 
than half that Expence, which he Jlrains 
himfelf to make, without obtaining any one 
End j except that which happened to the 
frog, when he would needs contend for Size 
with the Ox 1 . I have been told by Scholars, 
that Cafar faid he would rather be the firjf 
Man, in I know not what Village, than the 
fecond in Rome. This, perhaps, was a Thought 
only fit for Cafar : But to be preceded by 
Tboufands , and negletted by Millions', 
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wholly without Power, Figure, Influence, Ho- 
nour, Credit , or Diflintlum, is not, in my poor 
Opinion, a very amiable Situation of Life, tb 
a Perfon of Title, or Wealth, who can fo cheap- 
ly and eafily flyne in his native Country. 

But, bendes the depopulating of the King- 
dom, t!it leaving fo many Parts pf it wild and 
uncultivated, the Ruin of fo many Country 
Seats and Plantations, the cutting down all 
the Woods to fupply Expenses in England ; 
the Abfence of fo many yoble and wealthy Per- 
fons, hath been the Caufe of another fatal Con- 
ference, which few perhaps have been aware 
of. For if that very ’conflder able Number of 
Lords, who poffefs the ampleft Fortunes here, 
had been cpntent to live at home, arid attend 
the Affairs of their own Country in Parlia- 
ment ; the Weight, Reputation, and Dignity 
thereby added to that noble Houfe, wpuld, in 
all human Probability, have prevented certain 
Proceedings, which are now ever to be lament- 
ed bccaufe they never can be remedied : And 
we might have then decided our own Properties 
among ourf elves , without being forced to tra- 
vel five Hundred Miles by Sea and* Land to 
another Kingdom, for Jyftice j tp our infinite 
Expence, Vexation, and Trouble ; which 
is a Mark of Servitude without Example 
from the Pra£lice of any A?e or Nation in the 
World. 

I have fometimes wondered, upon what Mo- 
tive the Peerage of England were fo ddirous to 

dptcr- 
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determine our Controverts j becaufe I have 
been allured, and partly know, that the fre- 
quent Appeals from hence have been very 
trkfome to that illuftrious Body : and whoever 
hath frequented the Painted Chamber , and 
Court ofRequefs , muft have obferved, that they 
are never fo nobly filled, as when an Irijb Ap- 
peal is under Debate, 

The Peers of Scotland , who are very nu- 
merous, were content to refide in their Caftles 
and Houfes, in that bleak and barren Climate j 
and although fome of them made frequent 
Journeys to London , yet I do not remember 
any of their greateft Families, till very lately, 
to have made England their.conllant Habitati- 
on, before the Union : Or, if they did, I am 
fure it was generally to their o-ivn Advantage ; 
and whatever they got was employed to 
cultivate and increafe their own Eltates ; and 
by that Means enrich themfelves and their 
Country. 

As to the great Number of rich Abfentees 
under the Degree of Peers j what particular 
ill Effefts their Abfence may have upon this 
Kingdom, befides thofe already mentioned, 
may perhaps be too tender a Point for me to 
touch. But whether thole who live in another 
Kingdom, upon great Eftates here ; and have 
loll all Regard to their own Country, further , 
than upon account of Revenues they receive 
from it ; I fay, whether fuch Perfons may not 
be prevailed on to recommend others to vacant 
Seats , who have no Interell here, except a pre - 
carious 
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carious Employment } and confequently can 
have no Views, but to preferve what they have 
got, or to be higher advanced : This, I am - 
iure, is a very melancholy Queftion, if it be a 
SQueJtion at ail. 

{ But, befides the prodigious Profit which 
England receives by the Tranlmittal thither of 
two Thirds of the Revenues of this whole 
Kingdom ; it hath another mighty Advan- 
tage, by making our Country a Receptacle, 
wherein to dis bur then themfelves of their fu~ 
femumerary Pretenders to Offices, Perfons of 
fecond-rate Merit in their own Country \ who, 
like Birds ofPaJfage , moft of them thrive and 
fatten here, and fly off when their Credit and 
Employments are at an End. So that Ireland 
may juftly fay what Luther faid of himfelf; 
POOR Ireland maketh many rich. 

If amidft all our Difficulties, I fhould ven- 
ture to aflert, that we have one great Advan- 
tage, provided we could improve it as we i 
ought ; I believe m.oft of my Readers would 
be long in con jefiuring what pojjible Advantage 
could ever fail to our Share; However it is 
certain that all the Regular Seeds of Party and 
Eafficn among us are entirely rooted out, and 
if any new ones fhall faring up, they mult 
be of equivocal Generation, without any Seed 
at albj and will juftly be imputed to a Degree 
of Stupidity beyond even what we have been 
ever charged with upon the Score of our Birth- 
place and Climate • 

, • * • '■ • The 
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The Parties in this Kingdom (including 
tfiofe of modem Date) are, Firft, of thofe 
who have been charged or fufpe6led to favour ■ * 
the Pt'etender ; and thofe, who were zealous 
Oppofers of him. Secondly, of thofe, who 
were for and againfi a Toleration of DUTenters 

Lanv. Thirdly, of High and Low Church ; 
or, (to fpeak in the Cant of the Times) of 
Whig and Tory : And Fouithly, of Court and 
Country. If there be any more, they are be- 
yond my Obfervation or Politicks : For as to 
Jit ha l tern or occafional Parties , they have all 
been Derivations from the fame Originals. 

Now, it is manifeft, that all thefe Incite- 
ments to Faflion forty, and Divifion , are whol- 
ly removed from among us. For, as to the 
Pretender , his Caule is both defperate and ob- 
solete : There are veiy few now alive who were 
Men in his Father’s Time, and in that Prince’s 
Intereft j and in all others, the Obligation of 
Confcience hath no Place: Even the Papifts in 
general, of any Subftance, or Eftates, and 
their Priefts almoft univerfally, are what we • 
call JPbigSf in the Senfe which by that Word 
is generally underftood. They feel the Smart , 
and fee the Scars of their former Wounds j and 
very well know that they rauft be made a Sa- 
crifice to the Ieaft Attempts towards a Change ; 
although it cannot be doubted, that they would 
be glad to have their Supcrfiition reftored, un- 
der any Prince whatfoever. 

Secondly, The Di/fenters are now tolerated 
bj Law j neither do we obferve any Murmurs . 
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at prefent from that Quarter, except thofe rea- 
fonable Complaints they make cf Perfecution t 
becaufe they are excluded from Civil Employ- 
ments ; but their Number being very fmall in 
either Houfe of Parliament, they are not jr tin 
a Situation to ere6l a Party : Becaufe, however 
indifferent Men may be with regard to Religi- 
on r, they are novo grown wife enough to know, 
that if fiich a Latitude were allowed to Dijfen - 
ters f the few fmall Employments left us in Ci- 
ties and Corporations, would find other Hands 
to lay hold on them. 

Thirdly, The Difpute between High and 
Lonu Church is now at an End ; two thirds of 
the Bijhofs having been promoted in this Reign, 
and moft of them from England , who have be- 
ftowed all Preferments in their Gift to thofe 
they could well confide in : The Deanries all, 
except Three, and many principal Church 
Livings, are in the Donation of the Crown: 
So that we already poffefs fuch a Body of Cler- 
gy as will never engage in Ccntroverfy upon 
that antiquated and exploded Subjeft. 

Laftly, As to Court and Country Parties , io 
famous and avowed under moft Reigns in Erg- 
lijb Parliaments-: This Kingdom hath not, for 
feveral Years paft, been a proper Scene where- 
on to exercife fuch Contentions j and is now 
Id’s proper than ever $ many great Employ- 
ments for Life being in difiant Hands, and the 
Re-verfions diligently 'watched and fecured j th? 
temporary Ones of any inviting Value are all 
bellowed clfe'wbere as fall as they drop, and 
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the few remaining, are of too low Confidera- 
tion to create Contefts about them, except 
among younger Brothers, or Tradefmen like 
myfelf. And, therefore, to inftitute a Court 
and Country Party without Materials , would 
be a very new Syllem in Politicks, and what I 
believe was never thought on before $ nor, un- 
lefs in a Nation of Ideots , can ever fucceed. 
For the moft ignorant Irijb Cottager will not 
fell his Ctrw for a Groat. 

Therefore, I conclude, that all Party and 
Faftion, with regard to Publick Proceedings,are 
now extinguished in this Kingdom, * neither 
doth it appear in view how they can poffibly re - 
*ui*ve ; uniefs fome new Caufes be adminifter- 
ed ; which cannot be "’done without crojfng 
the Inter efts of thofe ivho are the greatef Gainers 
by continuing the fame Meafures . And ge- 
neral Calamities •- without Hope of Redrejs, 
are allowed to be the great Uniters of Man- 
kind. 

However we may diflike the Caufes , yet 
this Effeft of begetting an univerfal Concord 
among us in all National Debates, as well as in 
Cities , Corporations , and Country Neighbour- 
hoods , may keep us at leaft alive, and in a 
Condition to eat the little Bread allowed us, 

* Note, Since this Difcourfe was written, it 
hath appeared by Experienci, that the Author 

was much mifaken in his Cony ft tires. 

4 * • ^ 4 * * ✓ • ' 
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in Peace and. Amity. I have heard of a Quar- 
rel in a Tavern, where all were at Daggers- 
drawing, till one of the Company cried out> 
deliring to know the Subject of tbe parrel j 
I which when none of them could tell, they 
put up their Swords, fat down, and pair- 
ed the reft of ,the Evening in Quiet. The for- 
mer Part hath been our Cafe, I hope the lat- 
ter will be. lb too, that we ftiall ft down ami- 
cably together, at lea ft until we have Some- 
thing that may give us a Tide to fall out j lince 
Nature hath jnftrucfed even a Brood of Gofings 
to Jiick together while the Kite is hovering over 
their Heads. 

* * • - • • 

It is certain, that a firm Union in any Coun- 
try,- where every Man wilhes the fame Thing 
with relation to the Pyblick, may, in feveral 
Points of the greateft Importance, in fome 
Meafure fupply the Defeft oj Power } and even 
of thofe Rights which are the natural and un- 
doubted Inheritance of Mankind. If the uni- 
verfal Wifh of the Nation upon . any Point were 
declared by die unanimous V ote of die Houfe 
of Commons, and a reafonable Number of 
Lords } I Ihould think myl’elf obliged in Con- 
fidence to a£l in my Sphere according to that 
Vote, becaufe in ail free Nations, I take the 
proper Definition of Law to be the PPtll of the 
Majority of thofe who have tbe Property in 
Land ; which, if there be a Monarchy, is to 
be confirmed by the Royal Aflent. And, al- 
though fuch Votes or Declarations have not re- 
ceived fuch a Confirmation, for certain acci- 
dental 


Digitized by Google 





** * 


Hottfes of Parliament. . 99 

dental Reafons ; yet I think they ought to be 
•of much Weight with the Subjeil, provided 
they neither oppofe the King’s Prerogative, 
endanger the Peace of the Nation, nor infringe 
any Law' already in Force j none of which 
however, can reafonably be fbppofed. Thus, 
for Inftance, if Nine in Ten of the Houfe of 
Commons, and a reafonable Number of native 
temporal Peers, fhould declare, that whoever re- 
ceived or uttered Brafs Coin , except: under cer- 
tain Limitations and Securities, fhould be deem- 
ed as Enemies to the King and the Nation ; I 
fhould think it a heinous Sin in myfeif to a 61 . 
contraiy tv fuch a Vote 1 And, if the fame Pow- 
er fhould decl are the fame Cenfurt againft thofe 
who wore Indian Stuffs and Callicccsy or Woolley 
Manufactures imported from Abroad , whereby 
this Nation is reduced to the loweft Ebb of Mi- 
fery; I fhould readily y heartily , ckearjullj pay 
Obedience ; and to my titmoft Power peifuade 
others to do the like : Becaufe, there is no 
JLaiv of this Land obliging us either to re- 
ceive fuch Com , or to xoearfuch foreign Mantis 
failures. r\~ " ' * - 

# Upon this lafl Article, I could humbly 
wifh that the Reverend the. Clergy would fet 
us an Example, by content ing themfelves with 
wearing Gowns and other Habiliments of Irijb 

* Note, This hath fnce been put in Pra9ice y 
by the Perfuafons and Influence of the fuppo'd 
Author ; but much defeated by the mrf injamous 
fraud of Shopkeepers. 

K % Praperyj 
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Drapery ; which as it would be fome Incite- 
ment to the Laity , and fetmany Hands to 
work, fo they would find their Advantage in 
the Cheapnefs , which is a Circumltance not to 
be negleCted by too many among that venerable 
Body, f And, in order to this, I could 
heartily defire, that the moil ingenious Artriis 
of the Weaving Trade would contrive l'ome 
decent Stuffs and Silks for Clergymen , at rea- 
fonable Rates. 

I have preffed feveral of our moil fubftantial 
Brethren, that the whole Corporation of Wea- 
vers in Silk and Woollen would publifh fome 
Prcpofals (I wifh they would do it to both 
Houles of Parliament) inviting Perfons of ail 
Degrees, and of both Sexes, to wear the Wool- 
len and Silk Manufactures of our own Coun- 
try } entring into folemn, mutual Engagements, 
that the Buyer fhall have good, lubftantial, 
merchantable Ware for his Money; and at a 
certain Rate, without the Trouble of cheap- 
ning. . So that, if I fent a Child for a Piece of 
Stuff of a particular Colour and Finenefs, I 
Ihould be fure not to be deceived ; or, if I had. 
Reafon to complain, the Corporation fhould 
give me immediate Satisfaction ; and the Name 
of the Tradefman who did me the Wrong, 
ihould be publilhed ; and Warning given not 

« 

t This Scheme was likcwife often urged to 
the Weavers by the fuppofed Author ; but he 
could never prevail on them to put it in Prac- 
tice. 

to 
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to deal with him for the future j unlefs the 
Matter plainly appeared to be a Mifxake : 
For, befide the Trouble of going from Shop to 
Shop, an ignorant Cultomer runs the Hazard 
of being cheated in the Price and Goodneis of 
what he buys ; being. forced to an unequal 
Combat with a dextrous and difhoneft Man, in 
his own Calling. Thus our Goods iait under 
a general Difreputation ; and the Gentry call 
for Engiijh Cloth, or Siiic, from an Opuuon 
they have (and often too juftly by our own 
Faults) that the Goodnefs often more than makes 
up for the Difference of Price. . •> /. 

Belides, it hath been the fottifh and ruinous 
Pra&ice of us Tradefmen, upon any great 
Demand of Goods, either at Home or from 
Abroad, to mile the Prices immediately, and 
manufacture the faid Goods more (lightly. aud 
fradulently than before. 

Of this foul and foolifli Proceeding too ma- 
ny Inltances might be produced ; and I cannot 
forbear mentioning one, whereby thhs poor 
Kingdom hath received fuch a fatal Blow in the 
only A ticle of Trade, allowed us, qf any. Im- 
portance, that nothing but the Succefs of Winds 
Project could outdo it. During the late 
Plague in France, the Spaniards , who buy 
their Linen Cloths in that Kingdom, not dar- 
ing to venture thither for fear of Infeftion, a 
very great Demand was made here for that 
Commodity, and exported to Spain: But, 
whether by the Ignorance of the Merchants or 
Piihonefty of the Northern Weavers, or the 

K 3 Collision 
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Collufion of both, the Ware was fo bad, and 
the Price fo ejcceilive, that, except fome fmail 
Quantity, which was fold below the prime 
Colt, the greateft Part was returned : And I 
have been told by very intelligent Perfons, that 
if we had been lair Dealers, the whole Current 
of the Linen Trade to Spain would have taken 
its C curie from hence. 

If any Punifhment were to be inflifted on 
Numbers of Men ; iiirely there could none be 
thought too great for Inch a Race of Tray tors , 
and Enemies to God, and their Country ; who, 
for the Profpefl of a little prefent Gain, do not 
only ruin themfelves, (for that alone would be 
an Example to the reft, and a Bleftng to the 
Nation) but fell their Souls to Hell, and their 
Country to Deftru&ion, And, if the Plague 
could have been confined only to thole who 
were Partakers in the Guilty had it travelled 
hither from Marfeilles> thofe Wretches would 
have died with lefs Title to Pity t than a High- 
qjuayman going to the Gallows. 

Rut, it happens very unluckily , that, for fome 
Time paf, all Endeavours or Propofols from 
private Perfons, to advance the publick Ser- 
vice, however honeftly and innocently defign- 
ed, have been called flying in the King’s 
Face : And this, to my Knowledge, hath 
been the Style of Jome Perfons , whole Ancejlors 
(I mean thofe among them who had any ) and 
themfelves have been dying in Princes Faces 
thefe Fouricore Years* and from their own 
Inclinatipns would do fo Hill, if their Intereft 

did 
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did not lead them rather to fly in the Face of a 
Kingdom which hath given them Wings to 
enable them forfuch a Flight. 

Thus, about four Years ago, when a * 
Difcourfe was publilhed, endeavouring to per- 
fuade our People to wear their own Woollen 
Manufafhires, full of the moft dutiful Ex- 
prefllons to the King, and without the leaft 
Party Hint ; it was termed flying in the King's 
Face ; the Printer was profecuted in the Man- 
ner we all remember j (and, I hope, it will 
fame where be remembered further) the Jury 
kept eleven Hours, and fent back nine Times, 
till they were under the Neceflity of leaving 
the Prifoner to the Mercy of the Court, by a 
fpecial VerdiSl. The f Judge on the Bench 
invoking God for his Witnefs , when he afferted, 
that the Author’s Defign was to bring in the 
Pretender. 

And thus alfo, my own poor Endeavours 
to prevent the Ruin of my Country, by the 
Ad million of Wood's Coin, were called by the 
fame Perfons, flying in the King's Face j which 
I dire&ly deny ; For I cannot allow that vile 
Reprefentation of the Royal Countenance , in 
William Wood's adulterate Copper, to be his 
facred Majefty’s Face ; or if it were, my flying 
was not again# the ImpreJflon t but the Bajenefs 

. * ‘The Author here means a preceding Dif- 
courfe , intituled , A Propol'al for the univerlai 
Ufe of Irijh Manufa&ures. 
f Judge WhitfhedL 1 

of 
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of the Metal ; becaufe I well remembered, that 
the Image which Nebuchadnezzar commanded 
tp be fet up for all Men to fall down and vsor-, 
Jfhip, was not of Copper, but pure Gold. * 
r And I am heartily forry, we have fo few Royal 
Images of that Metal among us ; the Sight 
whereof, although it could hardly ina>-ale our 
Veneration for His Majefty, whichus already 
fo great, yet would very much enliven it with 
the Mixture of Comfort and SatisfaSlion. 

' ALEXANDER the Great would fuffer 
no Statuary, except Phidias, to carve his Image . 
in Stone or Metal. How muft he have treated 
liich an Operator as Wood, who goes about 
with Sackfulls of Drofs 5 odioufly mifreprelent- 
ing his Prince's Countenance $ and would force 
them by Thoufands, upon every one of us, 
at above fix Times the Value . 

But, notwithftanding all that hath been ob* 
je&ed by William Wood himfelf, together with 
his Favourers, Abettors , Supporters , either pub* 
lick or private ; by thofe who connive at this 
Project, or difeourage and difcowtenance his 
Oppofers, for fear of leffening their Favour, 
or hazarding their Employments \ by thofe who 
endeavour to damp the Spirit of the People 
raifed againft this Coin j or check the honeft 
Zeal of fuch as by their Writings , or Difcourfes , 
do all they can to keep it up j by thole Soft- 
ners , Svoeetners, Compounders, and Expedient - 
mongers, vflaojbake their Heads fo ftrongly that 
we can hear their Pockets jingle } I did never 
imagine,, that in ^lete&ing the Pra&icis of fuch 

Enemies 
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Enemies to the Kingdom, I was fifing in the 
King's Face j or thought they were better Re- 
prefcnters of His Majeity, than that very Coin , 
for which they are fecret or open Advocates. 

If I were allowed to recite only thofe Wijhes 
of the Nation, which may be in our Power to 
attain j I think they might be fummed up in 
thefe few following.’ 

Firft* That an End might be put to our 
Apprehenlions of Wood's Half-pence, and to 
any Danger of the like deftruCtive Scheme for 
the future. 

Secondly, That Half-pence might be coined 
in this Kingdom, by a publick Mint, with 
clue Limitations. 

Thirdly, That the Senfe of both Houfes of 
Parliament, at leaft of the Houfe of Commons, 
were declared by fome unanimous and hearty 
Kotes t againft wearing any Silk or Woollen 
Manufactures, imported from Abroad } as 
likewife againft wearing Indian Silks or Cal- 
licoes, which are forbidden under the higheft 
Penalties in England: And it behoves us to 
take Example from fo wife a Nation j becaufe 
we are under a greater Necefiity to do fo, fince 
we are not allowed to export any Woollen Ma- 
nufactures of our own ; which is the principal 
Branch of foreign Trade in England , 

, Fourthly, That fome effectual Methods 
may be taken to civilize the poorer Sort of our 
Natives, in all thofe Parts of this Kingdom 
where the Irijh abound, by introducing, among 
them our Language and Cultoms i for want 
, of 
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of which they live in the utmoft Ignorance, 
Barbarity, and Poverty: giving themfelves 
wholly up to Idlenefs, Naftinefs, andThievery, 
to the very great and juft Reproach of too 
many Landlords. And, if I had in me the 
leaft Spirit of a ProjeSlor, I would engage that 
this might be effefted in a few Years, at a very 
inconfiderable Charge. 

Fifthly, That due Encouragement fhould 
be given to Agriculture) and a Stop*putto 
that pernicious Pra&ice of Graziers engrofling 
vaft Quantities of Land, fometimes at great 
Pittance ; whereby the Country is extremely 
depopulated. 

Sixthly, That the Defers in thofe A&s for 
planting Foreft Trees, might be fully fiipplied, 
iince they have hitherto been wholly ineffeftual ; 
except about the Demefnes of a few Gentle- 
men ) and even there, in general, very unfk.il- 
fully made, and thriving accordingly. Nei- 
ther hath there yet been due Care taken to pre- 
ferve what is planted, or to inclofe Grounds $ 
not one fledge in a Hundred coming to Ma- 
turity for want of Skill and Induftry. The 
Negle£t of cuffing Woods cut down, hath like- 
wile been of very evil Confequences. And if. 
Men were reftrained from that unlimited Li- 
berty of cutting down their own IVoods be'fore 
the proper Time, as they are in fome other 
Countries, it would be a mighty Benefit to the 
Kingdom. For, 1 believe, there is not another 
Example in Europe, of fuch a prodigious Quan- 
tity of excellent Timber put 4own, in lb fhort 
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a Time, with lb little Advantage to the Coun-- 
try, either in Shipping or Building. 

I may add that abfurd Pra&ice of cutting, 
Turf, without any Regiilari tv $ whereby great 
Quantities of reftorable Land are made utterly 
del'perate, many Thoul’ands of Cattle deftroy- 
ed, the Turf more difficult to come at, and 
carry home, and lefs fit for burning j the Air 
made unwholfome by ftagnating Pools and 
Marffies j and the very Sight of fuch Places 
dffenfive to thole who ride by. Neither fhoultt 
that odious Cuftom be allowed, of cutting 
Scraps (as they calf them) which is flaying 
off the green Surface of the Ground, to cover 
their Cabins, or make up their Ditches $ fome- 
times in lhallow Soils, where all is Gravel 
within a few Inches ; and fometimes in low’ 
Ground, with a thin green Sward, and doughy 
underneath j which laft turns all into Bog, by 
this Mifmanagement. And I have heard from 
very Ikilful Countrymen, that by thefe two 
P radices in Turf and Scraavs, the Kingdom 
lofeth fome Hundreds of Acres of profitable 
Land every Year j befides the irreparable Lofs 
of many Skirts of Bogs, which have a green 
Coat of Grafs, and yet are mangled for Turf 
and, befides the Want of Canals, by regular 
Cutting, which would not only be a great 
Convenience for bringing their Turf home at 
an eafy Rate, but likqwife render even the larg- 
er Bogs more dry and fafe for Summer Paf- 
turb. . . „ . \ • * 

- ‘ " Thefe,, 
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Thefe, and fome other Speculations of the 
like Kind, I had intended to publilh in a par- 
ticular Difcourfe, again!! this Seflion of Parlia- 
ment } becaule, in fome Periods of my Life, I 
had Opportunity and Curiofity to oblerve, from 
what Caufes thofe great Errors, in every 
Branch of Country Management, have arifen ; 
of which I have now ventured to relate but 
few, out of very many ; whereof fome, per- . 
haps, would not be mentioned without giving 
Offence ; which I have endeavoured, by all 
poflible Means, to avoid. And, for the fame 
Keafon, I chofe to add here, the little I thought 
proper to fay on this Subjefl. 

But, as to the Lands of thofe who are -perpe- 
tual Abfentees , I do not fee any Probability of 
their being ever improved. In former Times, 
their T enants fat at eafy Rents ; but for fome 
Years paft, they have been, generally fpeaking, 
more terribly racked by the Dexterity of merci - 
lefs Agents from England , than even thofe who 
held under the fevereft Landlords here. I was 
affured upon the Place, by great Nuifibers of 
credible People, that a prodigious Eftate in the 
County of Cork , being lett upon Leafes for 
Lives, and great Fines paid, the Rent was fo 
high, that the Tenants begged Leave to fur- 
render their Leafes , and were content to lofe 
their Fines. 

The cultivating and Improvement of Land, 
is certainly a Subjeft worthy of the higheft En- 
quiry in any Country, but efpecially in ours ; 

where 
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where we are fo ftrangely limited in every 
Branch of Trade, that can be of Advantage to 
us, and utterly deprived of thofe, which are 
of the greateft Importance} whereof I defy the 
moft learned Man in Europe to produce me an 
Example from any -other Kingdom in the 
World : For, we are denied the Benefts which 
God and Nature intended to us } as manifeltly 
appears by our happy' Situation for Commerce , 
and the great Number of our excellent Ports . 
So that, I think, little is left us, befides die 
cultivating our own Soil, encouraging Agricul- 
ture , and making great Plantations of Trees, 
that we might not be under the Necefllty of 
fending for Corn and Bark from Eng- 
land, and Timber from other Countries. This 
would increafe the Number of our Inhabitants, 
and help to conlume our natural Products, as 
.well as Manufactures at home. And I fhall 
never forget what I once ventured to fay to a 
great Man in England: That few Politicians , 
with all their Schemes, are half fo ufeful Mem- 
bers of a Common-wealth, as an bonejl Farmer j 
who, by (kilfully draining, fencing, manuring, 
and planting, b at h increafed the intrinfick Va> 
lue of a Piece of Land ; and thereby done a 
perpetual Service to his Country } which it is a 
great Controverfy whether any of the former 
ever did, fince the Creation of the World j but ' 
no Controverfy at all, that Ninety-nine in a 
Hundred, have done Abundance or Mi&liief, 

t 

/ * 

Vol. IX. L At 


Digitized by Google 



[ IJO ] 


\ 


At the Time when the Coinage of Half-pence by 
William Wood made moji Noife, federal Pa- 
pers of Humour and Ridicule ran about the 
Town and Kingdom , to expofe that pernicious 
Pro} eft ; among others , that which follows ; 
and is fu‘pofed to be written by the Author of 
the DrapierV Letters : JVe have, therefore * 
ventured to reprint it in its proper Place . 

\ 

Afutl and true Account of the folemn 
Proceffion to the Gallows, at the 
. , Execution of William Wood, 
Ef quire, and Hard-war e-man. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

S OME Time ago, upon a Report Ipread, 
that William Wood, Hard-ware-man, was 
concealed in his Brother-in-law’s Houle here in 
Dublin } a great Number of People, of different 
1 Conditions, and of both Sexes, crowded about 
the Door, detenninately bent to take Revenge 
upon him, as a Coiner and Counterfeiter. 
Among the reft, a certain curious Perfon, 
Handing in a Corner, obferved that they all dil- 
covered their Refent merits in the properTerms 
juid Expreftions of their feverai Trades and 

Callings 5 
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Callings ; whereof he wrote down as many as 
he could remember j and was pieafed to com- 
municate them to me, with Leave to publifli 
. them, for the Ufe of thofe who at any Time 
hereafter may be at a Lofs for proper Words, 
wherein to exprefs their good Difpofitions to- 
wards the faid William Wood, 

The People cried out to have him delivered in- 
to their Hands. 


Says the P— 1— t Man. Expel him the Houfe . 
2 .d P— 1— t Man. I fecond that Motion. 

Cook. I’ll bafte him. 

zd Cook. I’ll give him his Belly-full. 

3 d Cook. I’ll give him a Lick m the Chops. 
/ytbCook. I'll fonjjce him. 

Drunken-man. I’ll beat him as long as I can 
fiand. 

Bookfeller. I’ll turn over a Nenv T.eaf with 
him. 

Sadler. Til pummel him. 

Glazier. I’ll make the Light Ihine through 
him. , \ 

Grocer. I’ll pepper him. < . 

Groom. I’ll curry his Hide. 

1 Fothecary . I’ll pound him. 

•zd 'Fothecary. I’ll beat him to Mummy . 
Sckool-mafer . I’ll make him an Example, 
Rabbet-Catcher. I’ll ferret hin\, 

Fasvior . I’ll thump him. 

Coiner. I’ll give him a Rap . 

WHIG, Down with him, 

l x . -roRr, 
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TORT. Up with him., 

Miller. I'll dafh out his Grinders, 
id Miller . Dam him. 

Boatman. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the Kennel. 

Dyer. I’ll beat him black and blue. 
Bagnio-man. I’ll make the Houfe too hot for 
him. 

Whore. Pox rot him. 

id Whore. Let me alone with him. 

%d Whore. Clap him up. 

Muflard- Maker. I'll have him by the Nofe. 
Curate. I’ll make ‘the Devil come out of him . 
Popijh-Pricf. I’ll fend him to the Devil. 
Dancing-Mafer. I’ll teach him better Man - 
tiers. ' 

id Dancing-Mafer. I’ll make him cut 9 
Caper three Story high. 

Farmer. I’ll thrajb him . 

Taylor. I'll fit on his Skirts, 
id Taylor. Hell is too good for him. 

3d Taylor. I'll pink his Doublet. 

e^th Taylor. I'll make his A— make Buttons * 

Bajket-maker. I’ll hamper him. 

Fidler. I'll have him by the Ears, 
id Fidler. I’ll bang him to fome Tune. 
Barber. I’ll have him by the Beard, 
id Barber. I’ll pull his Wbijkers. 

3 d Barber . I'll make his Hair Hand on End. 
Agth Barber. I’ll comb his Locks. 

Tinker. I’ll try what Metal he’s made of. 
Cohler. I’ll make an End of him, 

Tobacconif. I’ll make him Smoak . 

idTo- 
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-id Tobacconifi . I’ll make him fetup his Pipes* 
Gold- finder. I’ll make him Stink. 
Hackney-Coachman . I’ll make him know 
his Driver. _ 

o.d Hackney Coachman. I’ll drive him to the 
Devil. 

Butcher. I’ll have a Limb of him. 
td Butcher. ’ Let us blow him up. 

3d Butcher. My Knife in him. 

Nurfe. I’ll fwaddlehsm. 

Anabaptifi. We’ll dip the Rogue in the Bond. 
Ofiler. I’ll rub him down. 

Shoemaker . Set him in the Stocks. 

Banker. I’ll kick him to Half Crowns . 

2 d Banker. I’ll pay him off. 

Bowler. I’ll have a Rubber with him. 
Gamefier, I’ll make his Bones rattle . 
Bodice-maker . I’ll lace his Sides. 

Gardener. I’ll make him water his Plants „ 
Ale-wife. I’ll reckon with him. 

Cuckold. I’ll make him pull in his Horns. 
Old Woman, I’ll mumble him. 

Hangman. I’ll throttle him. 


1 


But, at laft, the People having received Af- 
furances, that William Wood was neither in the 
Houfe nor Kingdom, appointed certain Com- 
miflioners to hang him in Etligy j whereof the 
whole Ceremony and Proccflion deferve to be 
tranfmitted to Pofterity. 

Pirlt, the Way was cleared by a Detach- 
ment of the Black-Guards $ with ihort Sticks in 
their Hands, and Cockades of Paper in their 


Hats, 
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Then appeared William IVood Efquire ; repre- 
fented to the Life by an old Piece of carved 
Timber, taken from the Keel of a Ship. Upon 
his Face, which looked very difmal, were fixed, 
at proper Diftances, feveral Pieces of his own 
Coin, to denote who he was, and tofignify his 
Calling, and his Crime. He wore on his Head 
a Peruke, very artfully compos'd of four old 
Mops 5 a Halter about his Neck lerved him for 
a Cravat. His Cloaths were indeed not fo neat 
and elegant as is ufualwithPerfons in hisCon- 
dition (which fome cenforious People imputed 
to Affeftation) for he was covered with a large 
Rugg of feveral Colours in Patch-work ; he was 
borne upon the Shoulders of an able-bodied 
Porter. In his March by St. Stephen' s-Green, 
he often bowed on both Sides, to (hew his Re- 
fpe&s to the Company ; his Deportment was 
grave, and his Countenance, though fomewhat 
penlive, was very compofed. 

Behind him followed his Father alone, in a 
long mourning Cloak, with his Hat over his 
Nofe, and a Handkerchief in his Left Hand, 
to wipe the Tears from his Face. 

Next in Order marched the Executioner him- 
felf in Per fon ; whofe venerable Afpe£t drew the 
Eyes of the whole Affembly upon him j but he 
was further diftinguifhed by a Halter which he 
bore upon his Left Shoulder as the Badge of his 
OfHce. 

Then followed twoPerfons Hand in Hand 5 
the one reprefenting William Wood's * Brother- 

* One Molyneux an Ironmonger. 

a In- 
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in-Law j the other acertain Sadler, his intimate 
Friend, whofe Name I forget. Each had a fmall 
Kettle in his Hand, wherein was a reafonable 
Quantity of the new Half-pence. At proper 
Periods they Ihook their Kettles, which made 
a melancholy Sound, like the ringing of a 
Knell for their Partner and Confederate. 

After thefe followed feveral Officers, whofe 
Afliftance was neceffary for the more decent 
Performance of the great Work in Hand. 

The Proceffion was clofed with an innume- 
rable Crowd of People, who frequently fent out 
loud Huzza’s ; which were cenfured by wifer 
Heads as a Mark of Inhumanity, and an unge- 
nerous Triumph over the Unfortunate j with- 
out duly confidering the various Viciflitudes of 
human Life. However as it becomes an im- 
partial Hiftorian, I will not conceal one Ob- 
servation, That Mr. Wood himfelf appeared 
wholly unmoved, without the leaft Alteration 
in his Countenance ; only when he came 
within Sight of the fatal Tree, which hap- 
pened to be of the fame Species of Timber with 
his own Perfon, he feemed to be fomewhat 
penfive.' ■ - . 

At the Place of Execution, he appeared un- 
daunted, nor was feeh to Ihed a Tear. He 
made no Refiftance, but fubmitted himfelf, 
with great Refignation, to the Hangman, who 
was, indeed, thought to life him with too 
much Roughnefs, neither killing him, nor 
alking him Pardon. His dying SPEECH was 
printed, and deferves to be written in Let- 
ters 
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ters of GOLD. Being afked whether it 
were his own true genuine dying SPEECH, 
lie did not deny it. 

Thofe of the fofter Sex, who attended the 
Ceremony, lamented that fo comely and well- 
timbered. a Man fhould come to fo untimely an 
End. He hung but a fhort Time ; for upon 
' feeling his Breait, they found it cold and ftiff. 

. It is ftrange to think how this melancholy 
Spe£lacle turned the Hearts of the People to 
Compaflion. When he was cut down, the Bo- 
dy was carried through the whole City, to 
gather Contributions for his Wake $ and all 
Sorts of People (hewed their Liberality accord- 
ing as they were able. The Ceremony was 
performed in an Ale-houfe of Diftin£lion, and 
in a Manner fuitable to the Quality of the De- 
ceafed. While the Attendants were difeourf- 
ing about his Funeral, a worthy Member of 
the Affembly flood up and propofed, that the 
Body fhould be carried out the next Day, and 
burned with the fame Pomp and Formalities 
ufed at his Execution j which would prevent 
the Malice of his Enemies, and all Indigni- 
ties that m.ight be done to his Remains. This 
was agreed to } and about Nine o’ Clock on 
the following Morning there appeared a Se- 
cond Proceflion. But, burning not having been 
any Part of the Sentence, Authority thought 
ft to interpofe, and the Corps was refeued by 
the Civil Power. 

We hear the Body is not yet interred ; 
which occafipns many Speculations, But what 

is 
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is more wonderful, it is pofitively affirmed by 
many who pretend to have been Eye-witnefles, 
that there does not appear the leaft Altera- 
tion in any one Lineament or Feature of his 
Countenance ; nor vifible Decay in his whole 
Frame, further than what had been made by 
Worms long before his Execution. The Solu- 
tion of which Difficulty, I ffiall leave among 
Natural ills. 
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Some Considerations on the At- 
tempts to pafs Mr. < WooD’i 
Brafs Money in Ireland. 

(By a Lover of his Country .) 


I T is a melancholy Confideration, to fee the 
federal Refolutions and Addrejfes of both 
Houfes of Parliament of Ireland, during their 
late SeJJion , the late Addrefs of his Majejly's 
Jujhces and Pri<vy -Council of that Kingdom, 
and the Petition of the County of the City of 
Dublin ; whereby the unanimous Senfe of 
this Nation, and the great Apprehenfo/is they 
r were under , from importing and uttering Cop- 
per Half-pence and Farthings in Ireland, by 
Virtue of the Patent granted to William 
Wood, have been reprefented in the ftrongeft 
Terms : I lay, it is a melancholy Confidera- 
tion, to fee die Force, of all thefe Reprefenta- 
tions, eluded by the Petitions of a fingle Per- 
fon, fuch as Mr. Wood. 

If Juftice ftood on the Side of this fingle 
Perfon, it ought to give good Men Pleafure to 
fee that Right flioula take Place , but when, 
on the contrary, the Common-weal of a whole 
Nation, die quieting the Minds of a People di- 

* grafted 
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ftrd£fed with Apprehenfion of the utmoft Dan- 
ger to their Properties, nay, the Prefervation 
of the Purity' of their Laws, is overborn by 
private Intereft, what good Man but muft la* 
ment l'uch an unhappy State of Affairs ? 

And fince the Matter was of this Importance, 
and feem’d to carry with it the Teftimony of 
Heaven, in the univerfal Cry of the People, 
how could any particular Members of a Com- 
munity, which had thus with one Voice depre- 
cated the Evil, with any Shew of Reafon take 
upon them the Ril'que of any Mifcarriage in a 
Trial, in a lubordinate Court ? 

It was to our gracious Sovereign, that all 
tliefe AddreHes and Petitions were prefented : 
It was into his fatherly Hands the whole Na- 
, tion committed the Care of their Caufe $ and 
it would have been the highef^ Piece of Arro- 
gance, for any Perfon to have prefumed to take 
upon themfelves a Share in that Truft, which 
^vas only repofed in his Majefty’s Hands. It 
is no wonder therefore, That every one was 
guarded, with Caution , againfl giving any Ad- 
vice or Opinion in this Matter of State ; for 
which Reafon they ought to apprehend great 
Danger to themfelves , from meddling in it. 

Tho’ this Proceeding may feem extraordina- 
ry j yet it being on a moft extraordinary Mat- * 
ter, on a Matter of iuch Importance, as Teem- 
ed to involve the Civil Rights and Properties of 
a whole Nation in the Iffue of it 5 on a Mat- 
ter wherein the Lords nnd Commons were 
Complainant, and the King immediately con- 
cerned. 
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cerned, not only as general Father of his Peo- 
ple, butalfo as particular and onlyTruftee, 
in whom his People repoled entire Confidence 
to redrefs the Grievances complained of j was 
it not entirely realonable and fit, that every 
particular Perfon of this Kingdom, Ihould reft 
upon what was done by the whole Body of the 
People duly alfemblcd in Parliament, and not 
arrogantly affume to themfelves, a Power of 
puttingthe Fate of this Nation to an Ilfue be- 
fore Twelve Men ? 

Since then it plainly appears, that this Mat- 
ter is of fuch a high Nature, that no particular 
Perfon ought to have intermeddled in it ; it is to 
be preiumed, that the Non-appearance of Per- 
fons to fupport the united Senfe of both Houfes of 
Parliament of Ireland, can never be conftrued 
as a general Diffidence, ,of being able to fup- 
port the Charge brought againft the Patent and 
Patentee j tho’ indeed it might proceed from a 
general and a very reafonable Apprehenfion of a 
Mifcarriage in this important Affair 5 nxhereim 
both Houfes of Parliament had declared tkc?n- 
felves fo fully convinced , and fatisfied upon Evi- 
dence , and Examination taken in the tnoft folemn 
Manner ; that for my Part, I (and fo I hope 
every true Lover of his Country on his Part) 
will look upon their Refolutions, to have the 
fame Dignity (in this Cafe) with a Maxim in 
Law, Quia maxima eft eorum dignitas, & cer - 
tiffvna Author it as, atque quod jnaxhni omnibus 
probentur. 

-And 
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And therefore I don’t prefume to enter the 
Lifts, in order to fupport the Refolutions of 
both Houfes of Parliament ; for I look upon it, 
that they are Jo fur e and uncontroul able, that they 
ought not to be queJUoned ; but it fhall be the 
Bufmefs of this Paper, to point out fome of 
the Mifchiefs, which will naturally refult from 
this Coinage of Mr. Wood's, in cafe it ihouldbe 
forced upon us. 

We are told, that the Power of iftliing this 
Money of Mr. Wood's, is limited, and with- 
out any Compulfwn, and Currency inj'orced, to be 
receiv'd by fuch only as would voluntarily and 
wilfully accept the fa?ne. But then it is me- 
lancholy to behold, that this Patent is explain- 
ed to be Obligatory on all his Majejly's Officers 
and Minijlers, to receive the fame. 

By this Means there is a Foundation laid for 
the moft unheard -of Corrfufion that ever was in- 
troduced into the Buiinefs of a Nation ; for 
here is cftablifhed a Species of Money made of 
the bafeft Metal, which none in Employments 
under his Majefty muftrefufa in Payments to 
the Crown or to themfelves, and yet all the 
reft of his Sub j efts are at Liberty to refttfe the 
fame in Payments to be made to them, either 
by his Majefty, or by any other Perfon. 

Thus the Revenue of the Crown will be 
Highly prejudiced, by the Want of inf r in Tick 
Value in the Coin with which it is paid ; and 
the Army and all others in Employments un- 
der his Majefty, are the Perfons, who, in the 
firft Place, muft bear the Burthen of this Mif- 

Vol. IX. ' ' M chief. . 
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chief. For if they are the only Perfons who 
are obliged to receive this Coin as current Mo- 
ney, it is to be prefum’d that no other Perfons 
will receive the lame hut with confiderable 
Allowance for the Difference between the 
Brafs Money, and that made of Gold and 
Silver. 

And even with a confiderable Allowance, it 
will be hard to conceive how this Brafs Mo- 
ney will find any Degree of Currency in the 
World, without the AfMance of a Set of Men, 
who may probably raife great Dilates in this un- 
fettled Courfe of Affairs ; but l'ucha Set of Peo- 
ple ought never to be encouraged by a wife Go- 
vernment, for they will make their Fortunes by 
the Loffes of good Subjects, and by preying on 
the Revenue of the Prince : And yet thole Huek- 
Jlerers or Money-jobbers will be found necelfaiy, 
if this Brafs Money is made current in the £x- 
cheqver. 

To i hew in fome Meafure the Proportion of 
this Mifchief to his M&jdty’s Revenue, and to 
thole in immediate Offices under him 5 it muft 
be confidered, that the grtfs Revenue of this 
Kingdom is about 500,000 l. per Annum * cut 
of which muft be declu6ted the Charge of Col- 
lection and Draw -backs ; which, tc be fine, 
the feveral Collectors, and thoie who are to 
receive the Draw-backs, will take Cure to re- 
ceive in Sterling Morey 5 about S 0,000 /. per 
Annum', and there will remain for tire Dii-— 
charge of the Civil and Military Lilts, Pen- 
iicns, err. 420,000/. per Arj&m, which. Sum, 

. . it 
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It is probable, i flues out of the Treafury by 
monthly Payments of about 35,000 l. per 
Month , for otherwife the current Calh in this 
Nation could not polfibly pay the Revenue, 
-rand ferve to carry on even the little Bufinefs 
of this Country; for it hath never been com- 
puted that our current Coin amounts to more 
than 500,000 /. So that if 40,000 /. of Mr. 
Wood ' s Brafs Money is thrown in upon us (even 
admitting that no more of this Species fliould 
be brought in) it is manifeft that that Sum will 
be near one Twelfth of the whole Coin in the 
Nation ; and more than one Month’s Pay ojj 
the Civil and Military Lifts, and Penfions,&^» 
of this v Kingdom. 

If this Sum ftiould ftagnate in the Treafury, 
it is certain there will be no greater Lofs (im- 
mediately brought) by this Coin to the Reve- 
nue, than the Money that there lies dead a- 
mounts to : But if it is iffued in monthly Pay- 
ments to the Army, and other his Majefty's 
Officers and Minifters, as in all probability it 
muft ; then this Coin, being compofed of a 
bafe Metal, current only in the Exchequer, 
where it is receiv’d at an imaginary' Value, of 
at ieaft Go per Cent . more than the real Value 
of the Material, it will be fuddenly paid back 
again to the Collectors, and by that means pafs 
thro’ the Treafury, at leaft three Times in 
every Year ; for, there, we are told, it is to 
meet with no Let or Molejiation. 

And feeing the Currency of this Money is 
not inforced on any other of his Majefty’s Sub- 
M z je&s. 
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jetts, it is eafy to conceive, that the Difference 
of Value between this Coin, and the Gold and 
Silver which will be current in the Nation, will 
be fettled by the Money-jobbers , at about 20 per 
Cent. Difcount. 

By which Means alone, there will be loft in 
the intrinftck Value of the Revenue the Sum of 
24,000 /. per Ann. without computing for the 
Loffes which muft neceftarily be brought to 
the Revenue, by the general Diffidence, which 
the introducing this Coin will create among 
the People ; all which will be nianifeftly de- 

f 'rutti've of the T r , ade and Commerce of the King - 
om , and of dangerous Confequence to the Pro - 
erties of the Subject. 

And yet the Evil has been here computed 
on a Suppofition that only 40,000 /. of this Mo- 
ney will be utter’d in the Kingdom ; but I take 
it to be impoffible to limit the Quantity that 
fhail be brought in, efpecially if the Importers 
of it have fo lure a Market for the fame as the 
Exchequer. 

For though his Majefty fhould be able to pre- 
vent Mr. Wood from coining any mofe than. 
40,000 /, and fhould never hereafter be pre- 
vailed upon to grant his fpecial Licence or Au- 
thority , to enlarge that Sum, yet it will be im- 
poffible to prevent the Importation of this fort 
of Coin from other Nations. And there have 
been fuch Variety of Dyes made ufe of by Mr. 
Wood in damping his Money, thatitmak.es the 
Difcovery *of Counterfeits more difficult; and 
the Profit is fo great, that it will be a 
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Temptation to our induftrious Neighbours of 
Holland to fend large Quantities of this Coin to 
fo fure a Market as the Exchequer. 

And perhaps it may be a Queftion among 
Lawyers, whether a Man can be punifhed at 
the King’s Suit, for counterfeiting this Coin, 
becaufe it is not the current Coin of the King- 
dom ; for tho’ thefe Half-pence are to be receiv- 
ed as Money in the Exchequer, yet in Trade 
they are no better than Counters, and there- 
fore the Patent may perhaps be conftrued to he 
no more than a Grant of a Monopoly to make 
thofe Counters. 

But it is worth obferving, that if this Patent 
is fo worded, as that his Majefty’s Officers em- 
ployed in the Receipt of his Revenue, can‘t re- 
fufe receiving this Coin, it is dire&ly contrary to 
Two A6ts of Parliament now in force in this 
Kingdom, and which are to be found in the 
Books of Rates diftributed among the Officers 
of the Revenue. 

For by the A£t of T onnage and Poundage, 
14. and 15 Car. II. cap. 9. the Duties thereby" 
granted to his Maj^fty and his Succeflors, are 
to be paid in lawful Money of Englatid. And 
by the^Aft ofExcife, or New-Impoft, 14. . and 
15 Car . II. cap. 8. it is exprefly declared 
and eria&ed, 'That the federal Rates and 
Duties of Excife , and all Fines , Penalties, For- 
feitures, or other Sum or Sums of Money rated r 
impofed, fet or forfeited, in and by this A£l+ 
are meant and intended to be Current and La-tv • 
Jul Money or Monies of England, and that all 

M v an & 
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and every of the fame , be therefore demanded 
received , paid , and fatisfied accordingly. 

By thefe A 6 ts it is manifeft, that the Collec- 
tors are obliged to receive the feveral Duties 
arifing from the Cuftom and Excife, in no other 
Money but fuch as is current and lawful Money 
of England ; and Mr. Wood's Half-pence and 
Farthings not being current or lawful Money in 
England , or in this Kingdom, if this Patent is 
obligatory on them to receive Payments in this 
Coin, it is contrary to Acls of Parliament, and 
therefore void in itfelf. 

And if the feveral Collectors of his Majefty's 
Revenue in this Kingdom, ffiould receive the 
laid Duties, or any part of them, in Mr. Wood s 
BraJ's Money , it would be affirming to them- 
felves a Power to difpenfe with thofe A£te of 
Parliament contrary to the Senfe of both Houfes 
of Parliament, and contrary to their refpeftive 
Oaths ; fo that it feems highly reafonable, be- 
caufe confonant to Law, that the Officers of the 
Revenue , Jhould give Orders to the inferior Of- 
ficers, not to receive this Coin. 

Perhaps it will be faid, that the King hath a 
Power to direft what Coin he pleafes to be re- 
ceived by the Officers of his Revenue, and that 
this Patent is in confequence of fuch a Preroga- 
tive. But it is to be hoped that this Do&rine 
will never be maintained, in favour of a Coin, 
to which the whole Nation, as wdl in Parlia- 
ment nlfembled, as in their private Capacities, 
have ffiewed a general Diflike. 

More over j 

V ' ' > 
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Moreover, as this Cafe (lands circumftanced, 
it is a great Queftion, whether his Majefty hath 
iiich a difpenfing Power : For tho’ it fhould be 
allowed that his Majefty might direft the Re- 
ceipt of his own Revenue in what Coin he 
pleales } yet it is moll certain, that his Majefty 
does not intend to enforce the Currency of 
Wood's Money among any of his Subjects, 
much lefs doth his Majefty intend to oblige 
thofe, who are intitled by Aft of Parliament, 
to be paid in current Money of England , to re- 
ceive this Money of Mr. Wood's. 

And it is plain, that, by the Aft of Excife, 
there are feveral Fines , Penalties and Forfeitures , 
which by V irtue o( that Aft, are to be received 
in current Money of England , and to half thofe 
Fines , Forfeitures and Penalties, the Informers 
are intitled by Virtue of the faid Aft : So that 
if the Officers (hould be obliged to receive them 
in Brafs Money, the Informers muft neceffarily 
lofe the Benefit of the faid Aft : And I may 
venture to fay, that that Aft cannot be repealed 
but by another Aft, to be made by King, Lords, 
and Commons 5 and not by a Patent. 

All thefe Things having been, among many 
other very weighty Matters, laid before both 
Houfes of Parliament of Ireland $ it is not to 
be wondered, that they reprefent , that the Pa - 
tent had been obtained in a clandejline and un- 
precedented Manner , and by notorious Mifrepre - 
fentations of the State of Ireland. For what 
can be more clandeftine, than to obtain a Pa- 
tent with Powers, not only highly prejudicial to 
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his Majejh's Revenue, definitive of the ‘Trade 
and Commerce of the Kingdom, and of dangerous 
Confluence to the Properties of the Subject, but 
alfo contrary to feveral A6te of Parliament ? 
And that it was an Unprecedented Attempt, at 
leaft in this Reign, will be readily allowed ; 
therefore all the Reprefentations made of the. 
State of Ireland , in order to obtain this Patent, 
may with great Truth be called Notorious MiJ- 
reprefentations. 

But it lias been faid, that his Majefty cannot 
proceed again!! the Patentee, but according to 
the known Rules and Maxims of Law and Jus- 
tice : And God forbid that any one of this 
Kingdom, fhould advife his Majefty to fubvert 
or difpenfe with any of our Laws. No Part 
of the Addreffes from the Houfes of Parlia- 
ment of Ireland , has the leaft Tendency this 
way. 

For tho' the Houfe of Commons, in their 
lecond Addrefs to his Majefty, mofi humbly be- 
fcech his Majcfiy that he will be gracioujly pleafed 
to give Directions to the feveral Officers intrufed 
with the Receipt of his Majefiy's Revenue, that 
they do not, on any Pretence what fo ever , utter 
fuch Half-pence and Farthings : Y et, 1 if his Ma- 
jefty had been gracioufly pleafed to have given 
Orders, according to this humble Addrds of 
his People of Ireland ; it is humbly conceived 
that this would have been only an Affirmance 
ol the Law of the Land, as hath been faid, and 
not any way contrary to Law. 

For 
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Por tho’ his Majefty, by bis Patent under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, wills, requires , arid 
commands his Lieutenant , Deputy , or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of his Kingdom of 
Ireland , and all other Officers and Minifers of 
his Majtfly, his Heirs and Succeffiors , in England, 
Ireland, or elf e where, to be Aiding and Affijiing 
to the faid William Wood, his Executors, See, 
in the Execution of all or any the Powers, Autho- 
rities, Directions, Matters, or Things to be exe- 
cuted by him or them, or for his or their Benrft 
or Advantage, by Virtue , and in Purfuance of 
the faid Indentures ; Yet it is in all Things as 
becometh. See. And this is to be expounded by 
the known Laws of the Land, and by other 
Parts of the faid Patent, whereby it is mani- 
feft that his Majefty never intended to i/ljorce 
the Currency of this Money, to be received by 
any Perfon , that would not Voluntarily and 
Wilfully accept the fame. 

Therefore, ftnee the People have Ihewed a 
general Diflike of this Coin, it is to be hoped, 
that fome Method will be found out to eafe 
their Minds, from the Diftra&ion they are un- 
der on this Occafion, . 


A Short 
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State of JR ELAND. 

Written in the Year 1727. 
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I Am allured that it hath, for fome Time, 
been praCtiled as a Method of making Mens 
Court, when they are a Iked about the Rate of 
Lands, the Abilities of Tenants, the State of 
Trade and Manufacture in this Kingdom, and 
how their Rents are paid ; to anfwer, that in 
their Neighbourhood, all Things are in aflou- 
rifhing Condition, the Rent and Purchafe of 
Land every Day encreafing. And if a Gen- 
tleman happens to be a little more lincere in his 
Repr dentations ; belides being looked on as 
not well affeCted, he is lure to have a Dozen 
Contradictors at his Elbow. I think it is no 
Manner of Secret, why thefe Queftions are fo 
cordially afked, or fo obligingly anfwered. 

But Hnce, with regard to the Affairs of this 
Kingdom, I have been tiling all Endeavours to 
fubcjue my Indignation j to which, indeed, I 

am 
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am not provoked by any Perfonal Intereft, not 
being the Owner of one Spot of Ground in the 
whole Ifland $ I lhall only enumerate by Rules 
generally known, and never contradi&ed, what 
are the true Caufes of any Country’s flourilhing 
ayd growing rich ; and then examine what Ef- 
fpCIs arife from thofe Caules in the Kingdom of 
Ireland . 

The Firft Caufe of a Kingdom’s thriving, 
is the Fruitfulnefs of the Soil, to produce the 
Neceflaries and Conveniencies of Life : not on- 
ly fufEcient for the Inhabitants, but for Expor- 
tation into other Countries. 

The Second is the Induftry of the People, 
in working up all their native Commodities, to 
the laft Degree of Manufacture. 

The Third is the Convcniency of fafe Ports 
and Havens, to carryout their own Goods, as 
much manufactured, and bring in thofe of 
others, as little manufactured, as the Nature of 
mutual Commerce will allow. 

The Fourth is, that the Natives fhould, as 
much as pofiible, export and import their Goods 
in Veffels of their own Timber, made in their 
own Country. 

The Fifth is the Privilege of a free Trade 
in all foreign Countries, which w r ill permit 
them ; except thofe who are in War with their 
own Prince or State. 

The Sixth is by being governed only by 
Laws made with their own Confent $ for other- 
wile they are not a free People. And there- 
fore all Appeals forjuftice, or Applications for 
. Favour 


Digitized by Google 



132- A Jhort PIEfPof the . 

Favour or Preferment, to another Country, ar£ 
fo many grievous Impoverishments. 

The Seventh is by Improvement of Land, 
Encouragement of Agriculture, and thereby 
encreafmg the Number of their People j with- 
out which any Country, however bleffed by 
Nature, muft continue poor. 

The Eighth is the Refidence of the Prince,' 
or chief Adminiftrator of the Civil Power. 

The Ninth is the Concourie of Foreigners, 
for Education, Curiofity, or Pleafure j or as 
to a general Mart of Trade. 

The Tenth is by difpofing all Offices of Ho- 
nour, Profit, orTruft, only to the Natives, or 
at leaft with very few Exceptions ; where Stran- 
gers have long inhabited the Country, and are 
fuppofed to underftand and regard the Intereft 
of it as their own. 

The Eleventh is when the Rents of Lands, 
and Profits of Employments, are fpent in the 
Country which produced them, and not in an- 
other j the former of which will certainly hap- 
pen, where the Love of our native Country 
prevails. 

The Tvvelth is by die publick Revenues be- 
ing all fpent and employed at home j except on 
the Occafions of a foreign War. 

The Thirteenth is where the People are not 
obliged, unlefs they find it for their own Intereft 
or Conveniency, to receive any Monies, except 
of their own Coinage by a publick Mint, after 
the Manner of all civilized Nation?. 

The 
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'The Fourteenth is a Difpofition of the Peo- 
ple of a Country to wear their own Manufac- 
tures, and import as few Incitements to Luxury 
either in Cloaths, Furniture, Food, or Drink, - 
as they poffibly can live conveniently without. 

There are many other Caufes of a Nation’s 
thriving, which I cannot at prefent recoiled : 
but, without Advantage from at leaft fome of 
thcfe, after turning my Thoughts a long Time, 

I am not able to difcover from whence our 
Wealth proceeds, and therefore would gladly 
be better informed. In the mean time, I 
will here examine what Share falls to Ireland 
of thefe Caufes, or of the Effeffs and Confe- 
quences. 

It is not my Intention to complain, but bare- 
ly to relate Fafts, and the Matter is not of 
fmall Importance. For it is allowed, that a 
Man who lives in a folitary Houfe, far from 
Help, is not wife in endeavouring to acquire, 
in the Neighbourhood, the Reputation of being 
rich ; becaufe thofe who come for Gold, wifi 
go off with Pewter and Brats, rather than re- 
turn empty : And in the common Practice of ' 
the World, thofe who poffefs moft Wealth, 
make the leaft Parade ; which they leave to 
others, who have nothing elfe to bear them out 
in fhewing their Faces on the Exchange. 

As to the firft Cattle of a Nation’s Riches, 1 
being the Fertility of the Soil, as well as Tem- 
perature of Climate, we have no Reafon to 
complain ; for, although the Quantity of un- 
profitable Land in this Kingdom, reckoning 
Vol. IX. N Bog, 
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Bog, and Rock, and barren Mountain, be 
double in Proportion to what it is in England ; 
yet the Native Productions which both King- 
doms deal in, are very near an Equality in 
PoiDt of Goodnefs j and might, with the fame 
Encouragement, be as well manufactured. I 
except Mines and Minerals j in fome of which 
however, we are only defective in Point of 
Skill and Induftry* - . . 

In the Second, which is the Induftry of the 
People, our Misfortune is not altogether owing 
to our own Fault, but to a Million of Difcou- 
ragements. 

The Conveniency of Ports and Havens, 
which Nature hath bellowed fo liberally on 
this Kingdom, is of no more Ule to us than a* 
beautiful ProfpeCt to a Man Ihut up in a Dun- 
geon. 

As to Shipping of its own, Ireland is fo ut- 
terly unprovided, that of all the excellent Tim- 
ber cut down within thefe Fifty or Sixty Years, 
it can hardly be faid, that the Nation hath re- 
ceived the Benefit of one valuable Houfe to dwell 
in, or one Ship to trade with. 

IRELAND is the only Kingdom I ever 
heard or read of, either in ancient or modern 
Stoiy, which was denied the Liberty of export- 
ing their native Commodities and Manufactures 
wherever they pleafed $ except to Countries at 
War with their own Prince or State : Yet this 
Privilege, by the Superiority of mere Power, is 
refilled us, in the moll momentous Parts of 
Commerce j befides an ACt of Navigation, to 

which 
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-v^ilcli we never confented, pinned down upon 
us, and rigoroufly executed } and a Thouland 
other unexampled Circumftances, as grievous 
as they are invidious to mention. To go on to 
the reft. 

It is too well known, that we are forced to 
obey fome Laws we never confented to ; which 
is a Condition I muft not call by its true un- 
controverted Name, fotfear of Lord Chief Juftice 
Wbitjhed's Ghoft, with his * Libert as & natale 
Solum , written as a Motto on his Coach, as it 
flood at the Door of the Court, while he was 
perj—g himfelf to betray both. Thus, we are ) 
in the Condition of Patients, who have Phyfick 
fent them by Doflors at a Diftance, Strangers 
to their Conftitution, and the Nature of their 
Difeafe : And thus we are forced to pay five 
Hundred per Cent, to decide our Properties ; 
in all which, we have likewife the Honour 
to be diftingmfhed from the whole Race of 
Mankind. 

As to Improvement of Land 5 thofefewwho 
attefapt that, or Planting, through Covetouf- 
nefs, or Want of Skill, generally leave Things 
worle than they were; neither lucceedi ng in 
Trees nor Hedges ; and by running into the 
Fancy of Grazing, after the Manner of the 
ScythiatiSy are every Day depopulating the 
Country. * < 

We are fo far from having a King to refide 
among us, that even the Viceroy is generally 

* Liberty and my native Country. 

N z abfent 
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abfent four Filths of his Time in the Govern-' 
m$nt. 

No Strangers from other Countries, make 
this a Part of their Travels ; where they can 
expert to fee nothing but Scenes of Mifery and 
Defolation. 

Thofe who have the Misfortune to be born 
here, have the lead Title to any confiderable 
Employment ; to which they are feldom pre- 
ferred, but upon a political Confideration. 

One third Part of the Rents of Ireland , is 
fpent in England ; which , with the Profit of 
Employments, Penfions, Appeals, Journeys of 
Pleafure or Health, Education at the Inns of 
Court, and both Univerfities, Remittances at 
Pleafure, the Pay of all' Superior Officers in the 
Army, and other Incidents, will amount to a 
full half of the Income of the \yhoJe Kingdom j 
all clear Profit to England. 

We are denied the Liberty of Coining Gold, 
Silver, or even Copper. In the Ifle of Man n 
they coin their own Silver ; every petty Prince, 
Vaffal to the Emperor, can coin what Money 
he pi cafe th. And in this, as in mod of the 
Articles already mentioned, we are an Excep- 
tion to all other States or Monarchies that were 
ever known in the World. 

As to the lad, or Fourteenth Article, we 
take fpecial Care to a£l diametrically contrary 
to it i,n the whole Courfe of our Lives. Both 
Sexes, but efpecially the Women, defpife and 
abhor to wear any of their own Manufactures, 
even thofe which are better made than in other 

Countries | 
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Countries ; particularly a Sort of Silk Plad, 
through which the Workmen are forced to run 
a Sort of Gold Thread that it may pafs for 
Indian. Even Ale and Potatoes arc imported 
from England , as well as Corn j and our fo- 
reign Trade is little more than Importation of 
French Wine ; for which I am told we pay 
ready Money. 

Now, if all this be true, upon which I could 
eafily enlarge, I would be glad to know by 
what fecret Method it is, that we grow a rich 
and flourifhing People, without Liberty^ Trade > 
Manufacture s. Inhabitants , Money , or the Pri- 
vilege of Coining ; without Indufry , Labour , or 
Improvements of Lands , and with more than 
half the Rent and Profits of the whole Kingdom 
annually exported 5 for which we receive not 
a fingle Farthing : And to make up all this, 
nothing worth mentioning, except the Linnen 
of the North, a Trade caiual, corrupted, and 
at Mercy j and fome Butter from Cork. If we 
do flourilh, it muft be againft every Law of 
Nature and Reafon ; like the Thom at 
Glaftenbury , that blofloms in the midft of 
Winter. 

Let the worthy Commijfioners who come from 
England , ride round the Kingdom, and obferve 
the Face of Nature, or the Faces of the Na- 
tives 5 the Improvement of the Land ; the thri- 
ving numerous Plantations ; the noble Woods ; 
the Abundance and Vicinity of Country' Seats ; 
the commodious Farmers Houfes and Barns } 
the Towns and Villages where every Body is 

N 3 ' bulv. 
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, bufy, and thriving with all Kind of Manufac- 
tures ; the Shops full of Goods, wrought to 
Perfection, and filled with Cuftomers j the 
comfortable Diet, and Drefs, and Dwellings of 
the People ; the vaft Numbers of Ships in our 
Harbours and Docks, and Ship-wrights in our* 
Sea-poit Towns ; the floods crowded with 
Carriers, laden with rich Manufactures ; the 
perpetual Concpurfe to and fro of pompous 
Equipages. 

With what Envy and Admiration, would 
thofe Gentlemen return from fo delightful a 
Progrefs ! What glorious Reports would they 
make, when they went back to England ! 

Rut my Heart is too heavy to continue this 
Irony longer; for it is manifeft that whatever 
Stranger took fuch a Journey, would be apt to 
think him 111 f travelling in Lapland or Yjland , 
rather than in a Country fo favoured by Nature 
as ours, both in FruitfulneiS of Soil, and Tem- 
perature of Climate. The mifcrable Drefs, and 
Diet, and Dwelling of the People ; the general 
Defolation in molt Parts of the Kingdom ; the 
old Seats of the Nobility and Gentry all in Ru- 
ins, and no new ones in their Stead ; the Fa- 
milies of Fanners, who pay great Rents, living 
in Filth and Natlinefs, upon Buttermilk and 
Potatoes, without a Shoe or Stocking to their 
Feet, or a Houle fo convenient as an Englijh 
Hog-fty, to receive them. Thefe, indeed, may 
be comfortable Sights to an Englijh Spectator ; 
who Comes for a fhort Time, only to learn the. 
Language , and returns back to liis own Coun- 
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try, whither he finds all our Wealth tranfmit- 
$ecL • 

Nojlra miferia rnagna es. 

, i 

There is not one Argument ufed to prove the 
Riches of Ireland , which is not a logical De- 
monftration of its Poverty. ' The Rife of our 
Rents is fqueezed out of the very Blood, and 
Vi&uals, and Cloaths, and Dwellings of the 
Tenants j who live worfe than Ertglijh Beggars. 
The Lownefs of Intereft, in all other Countries 
a Sign of Wealth, is in us a Proof of Mifery ; 
there being no Trade to employ any Borrower. 
Hence, alone, comes the Deamefs of Land, 
fince the Savers have no other Way to lay out 
their Money : Hence the Deamefs of Neceffa- 
ries for Life ; becaufe the Tenants cannot afford 
to pay fuch extravagant Rates for Land (which 
they muft take or go a begging) without raif- 
ing the Price of Cattle, and of Corn, although 
themfelves fhould live upon Chaff. Hence our 
Increafe of Buildings in this City ; becaufe 
Workmen have nothing to do, but to employ 
one another ; and one half of them are infallibly 
undone. Hence the daily Increafe of Bankers, 
vvhomay be a neceffary Evil in a trading Coun- 
try, but fo ruinous in ours ; who, for their 
private Advantage, have fent away all our Sil- 
ver, and one Third of our Gold ; fo that with- 
in three Years paft, the running Cafh of the 
Nation, which was about Five Hundred Thou- 

fand Pounds, is now lefs than Two, and muft 
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daily diminifh, unlefs we'have Liberty to coin, 
as well as that important Kingdom, the IDe 
of Man i and the meaneft Principality in the 
German Empire, as I before obferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that this Paradox 
of the Kingdom growing rich, is chiefly owing 
to thofe worthy Gentlemen the BANKERS ; 
who, except fome Cuftom-hcufe Officers, Birds 
of PaiTage, oppreflive thrifty ’Squires, and a few 
others who (hall be ndmelels, are the only thri- 
ving People among us : And I have often w idl- 
ed, that a Law were enabled to hang up half a 
/ Dozen Bankers every Y ear ; and thereby inter- 
pofe at leaft fome fliort Delay, to the further 
Ruin of Ireland. 

Ye arc idle , ye are idle , anfwered Pharoab 
to the IJraeliteSf when they complained to his 
Majefy, that they were forced to make Bricks 
without Straw. 

ENGLAND enjoys every one of thofe Ad- 
vantages for enriching a Nation, which I have 
above enumerated ; and, into the Bargain, a 
good Million returned to them every Year, 
without Labour or Hazard, or one Farthing 
Value received on our Side. But how long we 
(hall be able to continue the Payment, I am 
■not under the lead Concern. One Thing I 
know, that when the Hen is famed to Death , 
thei'e will be no more Golden Eggs. 

I think it a little unhofpitable, and others 
may call it a fubtle Piece of Malice, that be- 
caufe there may be a Dozen Families in thi^s 

v Town, 
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Town, able to entertain their Englijh Friends 
in a generous Manner at their Tables; their 
Guefts, upon their Return to England, fhall 
report that we wallow in Riches and Luxury. 

Yet, I confefs, I have known an Hofpitaf, 
where all the Houlhold- Officers grew rich ; 
while the Poor, for whole fake it; was built, 
were alraoft ftarving for want of Food and Rai- 
ment. 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flou- 
rifhing Kingdom, its Wealth and Profperity 
muft be owing to certain Caufes, that are yet 
concealed from the whole Race of Mankind ; 
and the EfFe£ls are equally invifible. We need 
not wonder at Strangers, when they deliver 
iuch Paradoxes ; but a Native and Inhabitant 
of this Kingdom, who gives the fame Verdift, 
muft be either ignorant to Stupidity, or a Man- 
pleafer, at the Expence of all Honour, Con- 
science, and Tjuth, 
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F R O M . . 

Captain Gulliver to his Coufm 
Sympfon . 

/ Written in the Year 1727* 

v 

I Hope you will be ready to own publickly, 
whenever you ftiall be called to it, that by 
your great and frequent Urgency you prevailed 
on me to publifh a very loofe and uncorrecfc 
Account of my Travels ; with Direction to 
hire fome young Gentleman of either Univerfity. 
to put them in Order, and correft the Style, 
as my Coufin Dampicr did, by my Advice, in 
his Book called, A Voyage round the World . 
But I do not remember I gave you Power to 
confent, that any thing fhould be omitted, and 
much lefs that any thing ihould be inferted : 
Therefore, as to the latter, I do here renounce 
every thing of that Kind ; particularly a Para- 
graph about her Majefty Queen Anne > of moll 
pious and glorious Memory ; although I did 
. • „ reverence 
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reverence and efteem her more than any of hu- 
man Species. But you, or your Interpolator, 
ought to have coniidered, that as it was not 
my Inclination, fo was it not decent to praife 
any Animal of our Compofition before my 
Matter Houyhnhnm : And befides the Fa61 was 
altogether falfe ; for, to my Knowledge, be- 
ing in England during fome Part of her Ma- 
jefty’s Reign, flie did govern by a Chief Mi- 
nifter ; nay even by two fuccettively, the firft 
whereof was the Lord of Godolpbin , and the 
fecond the Lord of Oxford j fo that you 
have made me fay the Thing that was not. 
Likewife in the Account of the Academy of' 
Projectors, and feveral Paifages of my Dif- 
courfe to my Matter 1 Houyhnhnm, you have ei- 
ther omitted fome material Circumftances, or 
minced or changed them in fuch a Manner,, 
that I do hardly know mine own Work. When 
I formerly hinted to you fomething of this in 
a Letter, you were pleafed to anfwer, that 
you were afraid of giving Offence ; that People 
m Power were very watchful over the Fret's,, 
and apt not only to interpret, hut to punifh. 
every thing which looked like an Inuendo (as 
I think you call it.) But pray how could that 
which I fpoke of many Years ago, and at a- 
bove five thoufand Leagues Diftimce, in ano- 
ther Reign, be applied to any of the Yahoos , 
who are now faid to govern the Herd ; Spe- 
cially at a Time when I little thought on or 
feared the Unhappinefs of living under them! 
Have not I the moil Reafon to complain, 

I feo- 
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I fee thefe very Yahoos carried by Houyhnhnwti 
in a Vehicle, as if thefe were Brutes, and 
thole the rational Creatures? And, indeed, 
to avoid fo monftrous and deteftable a Sight, 
was one principal Motive to my Retirement 
thither. 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you in 
relation to yourfelf, and to the Truft I repofed 
in you. ? 

I do, in the next Place, complain of my own 
great want of Judgment, in being prevailed up- 
on by the Intreaties and falfe Reafonings of you 
and fome others, very much againft my own 
Opinion, to fuffer my Travels to be publilh- , 
ed. Pray bring to your Mind how often I de- 
filed you to confider, when you infilled on the 
Motive of Pub/ick Goody that the Yahoos were 
a Species of Animals utterly incapable of A- 
mendment by Precepts or Example : And foit 
hath proved ; for, inftead of feeing a full Stop 
put to all Abufes and Corruptions, at leall in 
this little Illand, as I had Reafon to expeft; 
behold, after above fix Months Warning, I 
cannot learn that my Book has produced one 
fmgle Effeft according to mine Intentions. I 
you would let me know by a Letter, 
when Tarty and Fa&ion were extinguilhed ; 
Judges learned and upright ; Pleaders honeft 
and raodeft, with fome Ti.n£lure of common 
Senfe, and Smithfield blazing with Pyramids of 
Law-Books ; the young Nobility’s Education 
entirely changed ; the Phyficians banilhed ; the 
Female Yahoo 3 abounding in Virtue, Honour, 

*' ^ Truth, 
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Truth, and Good Senfe ; Courts, and Levees 
of great Minifters thoroughly weeded and 
fwept •, Wit, Merit, and Learning rewarded ; 
all Dilgracers of the Prefs in Prole and Verfe 
condemned to cat nothing but their own Cotton, 
and quench their Third with their own Ink. 
Thefe, and a thoufand other Reformations, I *. 
firmly counted upon by your Encouragement 5 
as indeed they were plainly deducible from the 
Precepts delivered in my Book. And it mu it 
be owned, that feven Months were a fufticient 
Time to correCt every Vice and Folly to which 
Taboos are fubjeCf, if their Names had been 
capable of the lealt Difpofition to Virtue or 
Wifdom : Yet, fo far have you been from 
anfwering mine Expectation in any of your 
Letters 9 that, on the contrary , you are load- 
ing our Carrier every Week with Libels, and 
Keys, and Reflections, and Memoirs, and fe- 
cond Parts 9 wherein I fee myfelf accufed of 
reflecting upon great States-folk ; of degrad- 
ing human Nature, (for lb they have ftill the 
Confidence to ftyle it) and of abufing the F e- 
inale Sex. I find likewife, that the Writers of 
thofe Bundles are not agreed among them- 
felves j for fome of them wil 1 not allow me to be 
the Author of mine own T ravels j and others 
make me Author of Books to which lam whol- 
ly a Stranger. 

I find likewife that your Printer hath been 
fo carelels as to confound the Times and mil- 
take the Dates of, my leveral Voyages and Re- 
turns $ neither afiigning the true Y car, npr the 

Vol. IX. ' O ‘ true 
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true Month, nor Day of the Month : And T 
hear the original Manufcript is all deftroyed 
fmee the Publication of my Book ; neither have 
I any Copy left ; however, I have fent you 
fome Corrections, which you may infert, if 
ever there Ihould be a fecond Edition : And yet 
I cannot ftand to them ; but ihall leave that 
Matter to my judicious and candid Readers, to 
adjuft it as they pleafe. 

I hear fome of cur Sea-Yahoos find Fault with 
my Sea-Language, as not proper in many Parts, 
nor now in Ufe. I cannot help it. In my firft 
Voyages, while I was young, I was inftru&ed 
by the aided Mariners, and learned to fpeak as 
they did. But I have fmee found that the 
Sea -Yahoos are apt, like the Land ones, to be- 
come new-fangled in their Words ; which the 
latter change every Year: infomuch as I re- 
member* upon each Return to my own Coun- 
ty, their old Dialed was fo altered, that I 
could hardly underhand the new. And I 
obferve, when any Yahoo comes from London 
out of Curiofity to vilit me at mine own 
Houfe, we neither of us are able to deliver 
our Conceptions in a Manner intelligible to the 
other. ^ 

• If the Cenfure of the Yahoos could any way 
affeCl me, I fliould have great Reafon to com- 
plain, that fome of them are fo bold as to think 
my Book of Travels a mere Fi&ion out of 
mine own Brain ; and have gone fo far as to 
■drop Hints, that the Houyhtwnms and Yahoos 
have no more Exiftence dun. the Inhabitants of 
Utopias 

Indeed 
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Indeed I mu ft confefs, that as to the People 
of Ldliput, Brobdingrag (for fo the Word ftiould 
have been fpelt, and not erroneoufly Brobding - 
nag) and Laputi 7, I have never yet heard of 
any Taboo fo prefumptuous as to diipute their 
Being, or the Fafl I have related concerning 
them ; becaufe the Truth immediately ftrikes 
every Reader with Conviftion. And is there 
lefs Probability in my Account of the Hou- 
ybnhnms or Yahoos, when it is manifeft, as to 
the latter, there are fo many thoufands, even 
in this City, who only differ from their Bro- 
ther Brutes in Houjhnhnm- land, bee aufe they ufe 
a fort of Jabber, and do not go naked > I 
wrote for their Amendment, and not their 
Approbation. The united Praife of. the whole 
Race would be of lets Confequence to me, than 
theNeighing of thofe two degei\evateHouyhnhnms 
I keep in my Stable j becaufe, from thefe, de- 
generate as they are, I ftill improve in fome 
Virtues, without any Mixture of Vice. 

Do thefe miferable Animals prefume to think 
that I am fo degenerated as to defend my Vera- 
city ? Yahoo as I am, it is well known dirough 
all Houyhnhnm-land, that, by the Inftruflions 
and Example of my illuftrious Mafter, I was 
able in the Compafs of two Years (although, I 
confefs, with the utmoft Difficulty) to remove 
that infernal Habit of Lying, Shuffling, De- 
ceiving, and Equivocating, fo deeply rooted in 
the very Souls of all my Species 5 efpecially 
the Europeans , 

O % T have 
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I have other Complaints to make upon this 
vexatious Occafion : but I forbear troubling my 
felf or you any further. I muft freely confefs, 
that fmce my laft Return, fome Corruptions of 
my Taboo Nature have revived in me by con- 
vening with a few of your Species, and particu- 
larly thofe of mine own Family, by an una- 
voidable NecefTity ; elle I fhould never have 
attempted fo abfurd a Projeft as that of reform- 
ing the Yahoo Race in this Kingdom : But, I 
have now done with all fuch vinonary Schemes 
for ever. 

April 2, 1727. 
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T O A 

PAPER, 

CALLED 

A Memorial of the poor Inhabi- 
tants, Tradefmen, and Labour- 
ers of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

\yritten in the Year 1728. , 

I Received a Paper from you, wherever you 
are, printed without any Name of Author 
or Printer ; and fent, I fiippofe, to me among 
others,* without any particular Diftin£lion. It 
contains a Complaint of the Deamefs of Corn ; 
and fome Schemes for making it cheaper, 
•which I cannot approve of. 

But pray permit me, before I go further, to • 
give you a lhort Hiftory of the Steps, by which . 
we arrived at this hopeful Situation, 

03 15 
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It was indeed the {hameful Practice of too 
many*iW/2> Farmers, to wear out their Ground 
•with Ploughing ; while, either through Poverty, 
Lazinefs, or Ignorance, they neither took Care 
to manure it as they ought, nor gave Time to 
any Part of the Land to recover itfelf ; and 
when their Leafes are near expiring, being af- 
l'ured that their Landlords would not renew, 
they ploughed even the Meadows, and made 
fuch Havock, that many Landlords were confi- 
clerable Sufferers by it. 

This gave Birth to that abominable Race of 
Graziers, who upon the Expiration of the Far- 
mers Leafes, were ready toengrofs great Quan- 
tities of Land 5 and the Gentlemen having been 
before often ill paid, and their Land wore out 
of Heart, were too eafily tempted, when a rich 
Grazier made an Offer to take all their Land, 
and give them Security for Payment. Thus, a 
•vaft Traft of Land, where Twenty or Thirty 
Farmers lived together, with their Cottagers 
and Labourers in their feveral Cabbins, became 
all defolate, and eafily managed by one or two 
Herdfmen, and their Boys ; whereby theMafter- 
Grazier, with little Trouble, feized. to himfelf 
the Livelihood of a Hundred People. 

It muft be confefled, that the Farmers were 
juftty punifhed for their Knavery, Brutality , and 
Folly. But neither are the Squires and Landlords 
to be excufed ; for to them is owing the depo- 
pulating of the Country, the vail Number of 
Beggars , and the Ruin of thofe few forry Im- 
provements we had, 

Th t 
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That Fanners ihould.be limited in Plough- 
ing, is very reafonable, and pracliied in Eng- 
land j and might have eafily been done here, 
by penal Claufes in their Leafes : But to de- 
prive them, in a manner, altogether from Till- 
ing their Lands, was a moft itupid Want of 
Thinking. 

Had the Farmers been confined to plough a 
certain Quantity of Land, with a Penalty of 
Ten Pounds an Acre, for whatever they 
exceeded, and farther limited for the Three 
or Four laft Years of their Leafes, all this Evil 
had been prevented ; the Nation would have 
faved a Million of Money ; and been more 
populous by above Tnjuo Hundred Fhoufand 
Souls. > * 

For a People denied the Benefit of Trade to 
manage their Lands in fuch a Manner, as to 
produce nothing but what they are forbidden to 
trade with, or only fuch Things as they can 
neither export nor manufafture to Advan- 
tage, is an Abfurdity that a wild Indian would 
be alhamed of j efpecially when .we add, that' 
we are content to purchafe this hopeful Com- 
merce, by fending to foreign Markets for our 
daily Bread. 

The Grazier's Employment is to feed great 
Flocks of Sheep , or Black Cattle , or both. With 
regard to Sheep, as Folly is ufually accompani- 
ed with Perverfenefs, fo it is here. There is 
fomething fo monftrous to deal in a Commo- 
dity (further than for our own Ufie) which we 
are ndf allowed to export manufactured, nor 
, * even 
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even unmanufactured, but to one certain Coun+ 
try , and only to lbmc few Ports in that Coun- 
try j there is, I fay, lomething fo fottifli, that 
it wants a Name, in our Language, to exprefs 
it by : And the Good of it is, that the more 
Sheep we have > the fewer human Creatures 
are left to wear the Wool, or eat the Flejh. 
Ajax was mad when he miftook a Flock 
of Sheep for his Enemies : But we dial 1 r\€- 
ver be fober, until we have the lame Way of 
Thinking. 

The other Part of the Grazier ' s Bufinefs is 
what we call Black Cattle , producing Hides , 
allow, and Beef for Exportation. All which 
are good and uleful Commodities, if rightly 
managed. But it l'eems, the greateft Part of 
the Hides are fent out raw, for want of Bark t0 
*Tan them ; and that Want will daily grow 
flronger : For, I doubt, the new Project of 

e . Tanning without it, is at an End. Our Beef, 

I am afraid, hill continues fcandalous in fo- 
reign Markets, for the old Reafons. But our 
• T<z//cae, for any Thing I know, may be good. 
However, to bellow the whole Kingdom on 
Beef and Mutton, and thereby drive out half 
the People, who Ihotild eat their Share, and 
force the reft to lend fometimes as far as 
Egypt, for Bread to eat with it j is a mod 
peculiar and diftinguilhed Piece of publick 
Oeconomv, of which I have no Comprehen- 
fion. . 

I know very well that our Ancellors, the 
Scythians , and their Pofterity, cur.Kir.ffhen the « 
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Tartars, lived upon the Blood and Milk, and 
raw Fie Hi of their Cattfe, without one. Grain 
of Corn j but I confefs myfelf fo degenetate, 
that I am not eafy without Bread to my v ic- 
tuals. 

What amazed me for a Week or two, was 
to fee, in this prodigious Plenty of Cattle and 
Dearth of human Creatures, and want of Bread, 
as well as Money to buy it, that all Kind of 
Flejh-meat Ihouid be monftroufly dear ^ beyond 
what was ever known ! in this Kingdom. I 
thought it a Deleft in the Laws, that there was 
not feme Regulation in the Price oiFlefh, as 
well as Bread: But I imagine myfelf to have 
guefied out the Reafon . In fhort, I am apt 
to think, that the whole Kingdom is over-» 
flocked with Cattle , both Black and White ; 
And, as it is obferved, that the poor Irijl) have 
a Vanity, to be rather Owners of two lean 
Cows, than one fat, although with double 
the Charge of Grazing, and but half the Quan- 
tity of Milk i So I conceive it much more dif- 
ficult, at prefent, to find a fat Bullock , or Red- 
der, than it would be, if half of- both, were 
fairly knocked on the Head : For I am allur- 
ed, that the Didrift* in the feveral Markets, 
called Carrion- Row, is as realonable as the 
Poor can defire ; only the Circumftance of 
Money to purcbafe it, and of Trade, or 
Labour to purcbafe that Money , are, indeed, 
wholly wanting. . 

Now, Sir, to return more, particularly to 
you, and your Memorial. 

A Hun- 

> ' 
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A Hundi*ed Thoufand Barrels of Wheats 
you fay, Ihould be imported hither j and Ten 
'I^oufand Pounds, Pramium , to the Importers, 
mve you looked into the Purfe of the Nation ? 
I am no CommifTioner of the Trcafury ; but, 
am well allured, that the whole Running C.ajh 
would not fupply you with a Sum to pure hate 
fo much Corn , which, only at Twenty Shil- 
lings a Barrel, will be a Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds.} and Ten Thoufand more for the Pre- 
mium, But you will traffick for your Corn 
with other Goods : And where are thofe Goods ? 
If you had them, they are all engaged to pay 
the Rents of Abfentee. r, and other Occa- 
fions in London } befides a huge Balance of 
Trade this Year againftus. Will Foreigners, 
take our Bankers Paper ? I fuppofe, they 
will value it. at little metre than fo much a 
Quire. Where are thefe rich Farmers and In- 
grojfers of Corn , in fo bad a Year, and fo little 
Sowing ? 

You are in Pain for two Shillings Pramium t 
and*forget the Twenty Shillings for the Price j 
find me out the latter, and I will engage for 
the former. v . . 

Your Scheme for a Tax for raifing fuch a 
Sum, is all vifionary, and owing to a great 
want of Knowledge in the miferable State of 
this Nation. 'Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Spices, Wine, 
,and foreign Cloths, are the Particulars you men- 
tion, upon which this Tax fhould bfe railed. I 
will allow the two firft ; becaule they are un- 
wholefome j and the laft, becaule J fhould be 
' glad 
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glfuUif they were all burned ; but I beg you 
'will leave us our Wine, to make us a while 
foiget our Mifery ; or give your Tenants leave 
to plough for Barley. But I will tell you a 
Secret, which I learned many Years ago' from 
die Commiflioners of the Cuftoms in London : 
They faid, when any Commodity appeared to 
be taxed above a moderate Rate , the Confe-. 
quence was to leflen that Branch of the Reve- 
nue by one Half ; and one of thofe Gentle- 
men plealantly told me, that the Miftake of 
Parliaments, on fuch Occalions, was owing 
to an Error of computing Two and Two to 
make Four ; whereas, in the Bufinefs of laying 
heavy Impofitions, Two and Two never made 
more than One j which happens by leflening the 
Import, and the ftrong Temptation of running 
fuch Goods as paid high Duties, atleaftinthis 
Kingdom. Although the Women are as vain 
and extravagant as their Lovers or their Huf- 
bands can deferve, and the Men are fond 
enough of Wine, yet the Number of both, 
who can afford fuch Expences, is fo fmall, 
that the major Part mull: refufe gratifying 
themfelves, and the Duties will rather held-' 
fened than increafed. But allowing no Force 
in this Argument; yet fo preternatural a Sum, 
as One Hundred and Ten Thoufand Pounds, 
raifed all on a fudden, (for there is no dallying 
with Hunger) is juft in Proportion with rail? 
mg a Million and a half in England ; which, 
as Things now Hand, would probably bring 
. . .. that 
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that opulent*. Kingdom under fome Diffi- 
culties. 

You are concerned how ftrange and fur- 
pricing it would be in foreign Parts, to hear 
that the Poor were ftarving in a RICH Coun- 
try, &c. Are you in earned? Is Ireland the 
rich Country you mean ? or are you inliilting 
our Poverty ? Were you ever out of Ireland r 
Or were you ever in it till of late ? You may 
probably have a good Employment, and are 
laving all you can, to purchaie a good Eftate 
in England . But by talking fo familiarly of 
One Hundred andTen Thousand Pounds, by a 
Tax upon a few Commodities, it is plain, you 
are either naturally or affectedly ignorant of 
our prelent Condition $ or elie you would 
know and allow that fyich a Sum is not to be 
railed here, without a general Excife ; fince, 
in Proportion to our Wealth, we pay already 
in ’Taxes more than England ever did, in the 
Height of the War. And when you have 
brought over your Corn, who will be the 
Buyers ? Moft certainly not the Poor, who 
will not be able to purchaie the Twentieth 
Part of it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your Paper is a very 
crude Piece, liable to more Objections than 
there are Lines $ but, I think, your Meaning 
is good, and fo far you are pardonable. 

If you will propole a general Contribution, 
for fup porting the Poor in Potatoes and Butter- 
milky till the new Corn comes in, perhaps you 
may iucceed better j becaufe the Tiling, at lead, 

is 
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is poflible : And, I think, if our Brethren in 
England would contribute, upon this Emergen- 
cy, out of the Million they gain from us every 
Year, , they would do a Piece ofjujlice as Well 
as Charity. In the mean time, go and preach 
to your own Tenants to fall to the Plough as 
faft as they can ; and prevail with your neigh- 
bouring "Squires to do the fame with theirs ; 
or elle die with the Guilt of having driven 
away half the Inhabitants, 'and flarving the 
reft. For as to your Scheme of railing One 
Hundred and Ten Tkoufand Pounds , it is as 
vain as that df Rabelais j which was to fqueeze 
oufr Wind from the Pofteriors of a dead 
Afs. '■ '• 

But, why all this Concern for the Poor ? We 
want them not as the Country is now manag- 
ed i they may follow Thoufands of their Lead- 
ers, and feek their Bread abroad. Where 
the Plough has no Work, one Family can 
do the Bufinefs of Fifty, and you may 
fend away the other Forty-nine. An admir- ' 
able Piece of Hulhandrv, never known or 
practifed by the wifeft Nations ; who errone- 
oufly thought People to be the Riches of a 
Country. 

If fo wretched a State of Things would 
allow it, methinks I could have a malicious 
Pleafure, after all the Warning I have in vain 
given the Publick, at my own Peril, for feve- 
ral Years paft, to lee the Confequences and 
Events anlwering in every Particular. I pre- 
tend to no Sagacity : What I writ was little 
VOL. IX. P more 
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more than what I had difcourfed to feveral 
Perlons, who were generally of my Opinion. 
And it was obvious to every common Under- 
Handing, that Inch Effects niuft needs follow 
from fuch Canfes. A fair ifl'ue of Things, 
begun upon Party Rage, while fome facrificed 
the Publick to Fury, and others to Ambition! 
While a Spirit of Faftion and Oppreflion 
reigned in every Part of the Country j where 
Gentlemen, inltead of confulting the Eafe of 
their Tenants, or cultivating their Lands, were 
worrying one another, upon Points of Whig 
and Tory, of High Church and Low Church j 
which, no more concerned them, than *the 
long and famous Controverfy of Strops for 
Razors:. While Agriculture was wholly dif- 
rouraged, and confequently half the Farmers 
and Labourers, and poorer Tradefmen, forced 
to Beggary or Baniflnnent : IVifdom crieth in 
the Streets $ becaufe I have called on you j I 
have fir etched out my Hand , and no Man re- 
garded. Rut ye have fet at nought all my 
Counfels , and would none of my Reproof. I alfo 
will laugh at your Calamity , and mock when 
your Fear comet h. 

I have now done with your Memorial, and 
freely excule your Mi Hakes, fince you appear 
to write as a Stranger, and as of a Country 
which is left at Liberty to enjoy the Benefits of 
Nature 5 and to make the beft of thole Advan- 
tages which God hath given it in Soil, Cli- 
mate, and Situation, . . 
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But having lately fent out a Paper, entitled, 
A Jhort View of the State 0/’ Ireland ; and he^ 
ing of an Objection, that fbrne People think I 
have treated the Memory of the tattLord Chief 

j 

Juftice Wkitjbedi with an Appearance of Seve- 
rity : Since I may not probably have another 
Opportunity of explaining myfelf in that Par- 
ticular, I chufe to do it here : Buying *it there- 
fore down for a Pojhdahim \ : which •, I fuppofe, 
will be univerfally granted ; That no little 
Creature, offo mean a Birth and Genius, had 
ever the Honour to be a greater Enemy to his 
Country* and to all Kinds of Virtue than HE : 
I anfwer thus $ Whether there be two* diffe- 
rent Goddeffes called Fame , a** fome Authors 
contend, or only one G odd els, founding two 
different Trumpets, it is certain, that People 
diltinguifhed for their Villainy , have as good a 
Title to a Blaft from the proper Trumpet, as 
thofe who are moft renowned for their Virtues 
have from the other ; and have equal Reafoh 
to complain if it be refufed them. And ac- 
cordingly the Names of the moil celebrated Pro-* 
fiigates have been faithfully tranfmitted down 
to Pofterity. And although the Perfort here 
under flood a fled his Part in an cbfcure Corner 
of the World, yet his Talents might have 
fhone withLuftre enough in thenobleiiScene. 

As to my naming a Perfon dead, the plain 
hoheft Reafon is the beft. He was armed with 
Power and Will to do Milchief, even where 
he was not provoked, as, appeared by his pro~ 
fecuting tw & Printers, one to Death, and both 

Pa io 
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to Ruin, who had neither offended God, nor 
Ike King, nor Him, nor the Publick. 

■ : What an Encouragement to Vice is this ? 
If an ill Man be alive, and in Power, we dare 
not attack him ; and if he be weary of the 
World, or of his own Villainies, he has no- 
taing to do but die, and then his Reputation 
is fafe.* For thefe excellent Cafuifts know juft 
Latin enough to have heard a moft foolilh Pre- 
cept, that de martais nil niji bonum ; fo that 
if Socrates and Anytus his Accufer, had hap- 
pened to die together, the Charity of Survi- 
vors muff either have obliged them to hold 
their Peace, or to fix the fame Charafter on 
bath* The only Crime of charging the Dead 
is, when the lead: Doubt remains whether the 
Accufation be true j but when Men are open- 
ly abandoned, and loft to all Shame, they 
have no Reafon to think it hard, if their Me 1 - 
mory be reproached. Whoever reports, or 
otherwife publilheth any thing, which it is 
, pofiible may be falle, that Man is a Slander- 
er, Hie niger eft, bnne tu, Romane , cave to. 
Even the leaft Mifreprefentation, or Aggrava- 
tion of Fa£ts, deferves the fame Cenfure in 
fome Degree : But in this Calc 1 am qttite de- 
ceived, if my Error hath not been on the Side 
of Extenuation. 

I have now prefent before me the Idea of 
fome Perfons, (I know not in what Part of the 
World) who l'pend every Moment of their 
Lives, and every Turn of their Thoughts while 
they are awake, (and probably ofttheir Dreams 

while 
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while they fieep) in the moll deteftable Actions 
and Deligns ; who delight in Mifchief, Scan - 
dfl> and Obloquy , with the Hatred and Con-> 
tempt of all Mankind againft them ; but chiefs 
ly of thofe among their own Party, and their 
own Family; fuch, whofe odious Qualities ri- 
val each other for Perfection ; Avarice, Bru- 
tality, FaSlion, Pride t Malice, Treachery , Noife, 
Impudence , Dulnefs , Ignorance, Vanity, and 
Revenge, contending every Moment for Supe- 
riority in their Breads. Such Creatures are 
not to be reformed ; neither is it prudent, or 
fafe to attempt a Reformation. Yet although 
their Memories will rot, there may be fome 
Benefit for their Survivors, to finell it while 
it is rotting. 


I am, SIR, 


Dublin, March 
25th, 1728. 


Tour humble Servant, 


A. B< 
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Ipfe per omnes 

I bit perfonas , & turbam rcddet in unam . 

* 

Written in Ireland in the Year 1728. 

T H E Players having now almoft done with 
the Comedy called the Beggar's Opera , 
for the Seafon 5 it may be no unpleafant Specu- 
lation, to refleCl a little upon this Dramatick 
Piece , fo lingular in the Subject and Manner, 
fo much an Original, and which hath fre- 
quently given lo very agreeable an Entertain- 
ment. 

Although an evil Taj le be very apt to pre- 
vail, both here and in London j yet there is a 
Point which whoever can rightly touch, will 
never fail of pleafing a very great Majority 5 fo 
great, that the Dihikers, out of DulnefsorAf- 
fe&ation, will be lilent, and forced to fall in 
with the Herd ; The Point I mean is what we 
call Humour which in its Perfection, is allow- 
ed to be much preferable to Wit j if it be not 
rather the mod ufeful 4ftd agreeable Species 
of it. 


* I agree 
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I agree with Sir William Temple , that the 
Word is peculiar to our Englijh Tongue ; but I 
differ from him in the Opinion, that the Thing 
itfelf is peculiar to the Englijh. Nation, becaule 
the contrary may be found in many Spanijh, 
kalian, and French Produ&ions : And parti- 
cularly, whoever hath a Tafte for true Humour , 
will find an hundred Inftance^ of it in thofe 
Volumes printed in France, under the Name of 
Ls Theatre Italien : To fay nothing of Rabe- 
lais, Cervantes, and many others. 

Now I take the Comedy, or Farce, (or what 
ever Name the Criticks will allow it) called the 
Beggar's Opera , to excel in this Article of Hu- 
mour j and upon that Merit to have met with 
l'uch prodigious Succefs, both here and in Eng- 
land. 

As to Poetry, Eloquence, and Mujick, which 
are faid to have moll Power over the Minds of 
Men ; it is certain that very few have a Tajle 
or 'Judgment of the Excellencies of the two 
former 5 and if a Man fucceed in either, it is 
upon the Authority of thofe few Judges, that 
lend their Tafte to the Bulk of Readers, who 
havie none of their own. I am told there are 
as few good Judges in Mufick ; and that a- 
mong thofe who crowd the Opera's , Nine in 
Ten go thither merely out of Curiofty, Fajhicn , 
or Affectation . 

But a Tafte for Humour is in fome Manner . 
fixed to the very Nature of Man, and generally 
obvious to the Vulgar, except upon Subje6fs too 
refined, and luperior to their Unuerftanding. 

And, 
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And, as this Vh/fe of Humour is purely na- 
tural, fo is the Humour itfelf j neither is it a 
T client confined to Men of Wit, or Learning ; 
for we obferve it fometimes among common 
Servants, and the meaneft of the People, while 
the very Owners are often ignorant of the Gift 
they poffeis. 

I know very, well that this happy 'Talent is 
contemptibly treated by Criticks , under the 
Name of lonv Humour , or loan Comedy 5 but I 
know likewife that the Spaniards and Italians , 
who are allowed to have the moll Wit of any 
Nation in Europe , do mod excel in it, and do 
mod efteem it. 

By what Difpofition of the Mind, what In- 
fluence of the Stars, or what Situation of the 
Climate , this Endowment is bellowed upon 
Mankind, may be a Queflion fit for Pkilofopbcrs 
to difcufs. It is certainly the bell Ingredient 
towards that Kind of Satire which is moft ufe- 
ful, and gives the leaft Offence j which, inftead 
of lafbing, laughs Men out of their Follies, 
and -Vices ; and is the Character that gives Ho - 
rqfe the Preference to Juvenal. 

And, altho’lome Things are too ferious, 
folemn, or facred to be turned into Ridicule, 
yet the Abufes of them are certainly not ; fince 
it is allowed that Corruptions in Religion , Po- 
liticks , and Law, may be proper Topicks for 
this kind of Satire. t 

There are two Ends that Men propofe in 
writing Satire : One of them lefs noble than 
the other, as regarding nothing further than 
v the 
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the private Satisfaction, and Pleafiirc of the 
Writer ; but without any View towards per - 
fonal Malice : The other a public k Spirit , 
prompting Men of Genius and Virtue to mend 
the World as far as they arc able. And as 
both thefe Ends are innocent, fo the latter is 
highly commendable. With regard to the for- 
mer, I demand, whether I have not as good a 
Title to laugh, as Men have to.be ridiculous ; 
and to expofe Vice, as another hath to > be vi- 
cious. If I ridicule the Follies and Corrup- 
tions of a Court , a Minijlry , or a Senate, are , 
they n 6 t amply paid by Penjions, Titles , and 
Pozver, while I expe&, and defire no other 
Reward, titan that of laughing with a few 
Friends in a Corner ? Yet, if thofe who take • 
Offence, think me in the Wrong, I am ready 
to change the Scene with them, whenever they 
pleafe. 

But, if my Defign be to make Mankind bet- 
ter, then I think it is my Duty ; at lealt, 1 am 
fure it is the Intereft of thofe very Courts and 
Minijlers , whofc Follies or Vices I ridicule, to 
reward me for my good Intentions : For if it 
he reckoned a high Point of Wildom to get the 
Laughers on our Side ; it is much more eafy, 
as well as wile, to get thofe on our Side, who 
can make Millions laugh when they pleafe. 

My Reafon for mentioning Courts, and Mi~ 
niflers, ( whom I newer think on, but nj. it b the 
mojl profound Veneration) is, becauie an Opi- 
nion obtains, that in the Beggar's Optra there 
appears to be fome Rede&ion upon Churtiers 

and 
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and Statefmen , whereof I a pi by no Means a 
Judge. ' 

It is true, indeed, that Mr. Gay # the Au- 
thor of this Piece, hath been fomewhat fingular 
in the Courle of his Fortunes; for it hath 
happened, that after fourteen Years attending 
the Court , with a large Stock of real Merit, 
a modeft and agreeable Converfation, a hundred 
Prontifes, and * Jvve hundred Friends , he hath 
failed of Preferment ; and upon a very weighty 
Reafon. He lay under the Sufpicion of having 
written a Libel, or Lampoon againft a great 
. -f Minifter. It is true, that great Minifter .was 
demonftratively convinced, and publickly own- 
ed his Convi&ion, that Mr. Gay was not the 
Author ; but having lain under the Sufpicion, 
it leemed very juft, that he fhould fuffer the 
Puniftnnent ; becaufe in this moft reformed 
Age, the Virtues of a Prime Minifter are no 
more to be fufpe&ed, than the.Chaftity of 
Gtfar'a Wife. 

- It rauft be allowed, That the Beggar's Opera 
is not the firft of Mr. Gay’s Works, wherein 
he hath been faulty, with regard to Courtiers 
and Statesmen. For to omit his other Pieces ; 
even in his Fables, publifhed within two Years 
paft, and dedicated to the Duke of ’Cum- 
berland, for which he was promifed a Re- 
ward, he hath been thought fomewhat too bold 

* See this allegorized in his Fables , The Hare 
and many Friends. See Pol, I. Fab, I. 

f Sir R— - W- — 

upon 
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upon the Courtiers. And although it be highly 
probable he meant only the Courtiers of former 
Times, yet he afted unwarily, by not conh- 
dering that the Malignity of fome People 
might mifinterpret what he laid, to the Difad- 
vantage of theprefent Perfons and Affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr. Gay as a* 
Politician. ; and fhall confider him hencefor- 
ward only as Author of the Beggar's Opera , 
wherein he hath, by a turn of Humour entirely 
new, placed Vices of all Kinds in the ftrongeit 
and molt odious Light : and thereby done, 
eminent Service, both to Religion and Morality . 
This appears from the unparalleled Succefs he 
hath met with: All Ranh , Parties , and De- 

nominations of Men either crowding to tee his 
Opera, or reading it with Delight in their Clo- 
fets j even Miniflers of State, whom he is thought 
to have molt offended, (next to thole whom the 
Aftors reprefent) appearing frequently at the 
Theatre, from a Conlcioufnefs of their own In- 
nocence, and to convince the World how unjuft 
a Parallel Malice , Envy, and Dif affection to 
tbe Government have made. 

I am affured that feveral worthy Clergymen 
in this City went privatefy to fee the Beggar's 
Opera reprefented ; and that the fleering Cox- 
combs in the Pit , araufed themfelves with ma- 
king Difcoveries, and fpreading the Names of 
thole Gentlemen round the Audience. 

I lhall not pretend to vindicate a Clergyman, 
who would appear only in his Habit at a The- 
atre, with fuch a vicious Crew as might pro- 
bably 
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bably /land round him, at inch Comedies and 
profane Tragedies as are often reprefented. 
Bcfides, I know very well, thatPerl’ons of their 
Funftion are bound to avoid the Appearance of 
Evil, or of giving Caufe of Offence. But 
when the Lords Chancellors , who are Keepers 
of the King's Confciencc ; when the 'Judges of 
the Land, whofe Title is Reverend 5 when La- 
dies, who arc bound by the Rules of their Sex 
to the drifted Decency, appear in the Theatre 
without Cenfurc, .1 cannot underdand, why a 
young; Clergyman , who comes concealed out of 
Curiofity to fee an innocent and moral Play, 
fhould be fo highly condemned : Nor do I much 
approve the Rigour of a great Prelate, who 
laid, he hoped none of Tis Clergy nuerc there. I 
am glad to hear there are no weightier Objec- 
tions againd that Reverend Body planted in 
this City', and I will wifh there never may. 
But I fhould be very forry that any of them 
fhould be fo weak, as to imitate a * Ccurt- 
Chaplain in England, who preached againd 
the Beggar's Opera ; which will probably do 
more Good, than a thoufand Sermons of fo 
flupid, fo injudicious, and fo prollitutc a 
Divine. 

In this happy Performance of Mr. Gay’s 
all the Charafters are jud, and none of them 
carried beyond Nature, or hardly' beyond Prac- 

* Dr. H g, C n to the Society at Lin- 

coln's-Inn, Jince raifed to "a more elevated Sta- 
tion. •* «. 

tice. 
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tice. It difcovers the whole Syftem of that 
Commonwealth, or' that Imperium in Imperio 
of Iniquity, eftablilhed among us, by which 
neither our Lives nor our Properties are fecure, 
either in the High- ways, or in publick Affem- 
blies, or even in our own Houfes. It (hews , 
the miferable Lives, and the conftant Fate of 
thofe abandoned Wretches: For how little they 
fell their Lives and Souls ; betrayed by their 
Whores , their Comrades , and the Receivers and 
Purchafers of thofe Thefts and Robberies. This 
Comedy contains like wife a Satire, which, with- 
out enquiring whether it affe&s the prefent . 
Age, may poflibly be ufeful in Times to come. 

I mean, where the Author takes the Occafion 
of comparing, thofe common Rfibbers of the Pub- 
licity and their feveral Stratagems of betraying, 
undermining, and hanging each other, to the 
feveral Arts of Politicians in -Times of Cor- 
ruption. * 1 

This Comedy likewife expofeth, with great 
Juftice, that unnatural Tafte for Italian Mu- 
■fick among us, which is wholly unfuitable to 
our Northern Climate , and the Genius of the 
People, whereby we are over-run with Italian 
Effeminacy , and Italian Nonfenfe. An old 
Gentleman faid to me, that many Years ago, 
when the Pra6lice of an unnatural Vice grew 
frequent in London , and many were profecuted 
for it, he was fure it would he the forerunner 
of Italian Operas and Singers 5 and then we 
Jfhould want nothing but Stabbing, or Poilou- 
to make us perfect Italians, 

Yol. IX. I'pon 
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Upon the Whole, I deliver my Judgment, 
That nothing but lervile Attachment to a Party, 
A deflation of Singularity, lamentable Dul- 
nds, miftaken Zeal, orftudied Hypociify, can 
have the lead reafonable Objeflion againft this 
excellent moral Performance of die Celebrated 
Mr. Gay, 






THE 


Digitized by Googl 



[ T 7 X ] 




— ■ ■ — — — 

— Hr. “ 

* THE •• "• 

INTELLIGENCER. N # 19. 

N. B. In the following Difcourfe the Author 
{ perfonates a Country Gentleman in the North of 
Ireland. And this Letter is fuppofed as directed 
to the Drapier. 

Having on the I2th of October lajl , re- 
ceived a L ETT £ R, ftgned Andrew 
Dealer, and Patrick Pennylefs, I be- 
lieve the following Paper, jujl come 
to ?ny Hands 3 will be a fujfcient An fiver 
to it. j s 

Sieves, non vobis, vcllera fertis, oves » 
Written in the Year 1728. 


Sir, 

I Am a Country Gentleman, and a Mem- 
ber of Parliament , with an Eftate of about 
14.00/. a Year ; which, as a Northern Land- 
lord, I receive from above two hundred Te- 
nants : And my Lands having been let near 
twenty Years ago, the Rents, until very lately, 
were elteemed not to be above half Value j yet 

o jy b y 
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by the Intolerable Scarcity of Silver, I lie under 
the greateft Difficulties in receiving them, as 
well as in paying my Labourers, o#buying 
any thing neceiiary for my Family from 
* Trcidefmen , who are not able to be long out of 
their Money. But the Sufferings of me, and 
thofe of my Rank, are Trifles m Comparifon 
of what the meaner Sort undergo j fuch as the 
Buyers and Sellers at Fairs ana Markets j the 
Shopkeepers in every ‘Town \ the Farmers in ge- 
neral j all thofe who travel with F'tjh , Poultry , 
Pedlary -ware , and other C on veniencies to fell ! 
But more especially Handier afts-men, who work 
for us by tne Day ; and common Labourers, 
whom I have already mentioned. Both thefe 
Kind of People I agn forced to employ until 
their Wages amount to a Double Pijlole , or a 
Moidore , (for we hardly have any Gold of lower 
Value lett us) to divide it among themfelves as 
they can : And this is generally done at an Ale - 
houfe or Brandy-Jbop ; where, befides the Coft 
of getting drunk , (which is ufually the Cafe) 
they mu ft pay Pen Pence or a \ Shilling, for 
changing their Piece into Silver , to fome Huck- 
JJering Fellow , who follows that Trade. But, 
what is infinitely worfe, thofe poor Men, for 
want of due Payment, are forced to take up 
their Oat-meal , and other Neceffaries of Life, 
at almoft double Value j and, confequentiy, 
are not able to difeharge half their Score, efpe- 
cially under the Scarcenefs of Corn , for two 
Years paft ; and the melancholy Difappoint- 
ment of the prefent Crop. 

, The 

* ' 
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The Caufes of this, and a Thoufand other 
Evils, are clear and manifeft to you, and all 
thinking Men ; although hidden from the Vul- 
gar : Thefe indeed complain of hard Times, 
the Dearth of Corn, the Want of Money, the 
Badnefs of Seafons } that their Goods bear no 
Price, and the Poor cannot find Work; but 
their weak !<£ afonings never carry them to the 
Hatred and Contempt home us by our Neigh- 
bours and Brethren, without the leaft Grounds, 
of Provocation ; who rejoice at our Sufferings, 
although fometimes to their own Difadvan- 
ta£. They confider not the dead Weight 
upon every beneficial Branch of our Trade; 
that half our Revenues are annually lent to 
England ; with many other Cjl ievances pecu- 
liar to this unhappy Kingdom ; which keep 
us from enjoying the common Benefits of Man- 
kind ; as you and fome other Lovers of their 
Country have fo, often obferved, with luch 
good Inclinations, and fo little Effeft. 

It is true indeed, that under our Circum- 
ftar.ces in general, this Complaint for the^Vant 
of Silver, may appear as ridiculous, as for a 
Man to be impatient about a Cut Finger, when 
he is ftruck with the Plague : And yet a poor 
Fellow going to the Gallows may be allowed 
to feel the Smart of IVafrs while he is upon 
Tyburn- Road. This Misfortune is lo urging, 
and vexatious in eveiy Kind of finall Traffick, 
and fo hourly prefling upon all Perfons in the 
Country whatsoever ; that a hundred Incon- 
venieuoies, of perhaps greater Moment in 

Q^3 ^ thcmfelvcsj - 
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themfelves, have been tamely fubmitted to, 
with far iefs Difiquietude and Murmurs. And 
the Cafe feems yet the harder, if it be true, 
what many fkilful Men affert, that nothing is 
more ea fy than a Remedy $ and, that the 
Want of Silver, in Proportion to the little 
Gold remaining among us, is altogether as 
unneceflary, as it is inconvenient^ A Perfon 
of Diftin6fion allured me very lately, that, in 
difcourfing with the * Lord Lieutenant , before 
his laft Return to England $ his Exccllemy 
faid, He had preJJ'ed the Matter often , in prater 
Time and Place , and to proper Perfons j mbit 
could not fee any Difficulty of the leaf Moment , 
that could pre vent us from being made eafy upon 
this Article. 

Whoever carries to England twenty feven 
Englijh Shillings, and brings back one Moidore 
of full Weight, is a gainer of Nine Pence 
Jrifh : In a Guinea , the Advantage is Three 
Pence ; and Two Pence in a Pi/lole. The 
Bankers, who are generally Mailers of all 
our Odd and Silver , with this Advantage, 
have lent over as much of the latter, as came 
into their Hands. The Value of One Thou- 
fand Moidores in Silver , would thus amount 
in clear Profit, to 37 /. 10 s. The Shop- 
keepers, and other Traders , who go to London 
to buy Goods, followed the fame Praffice ; 
by which we have been driven into this in- 
fupportable Diltrefs. 

To a common Thinker, it fhould feem, that 
nothing would be more eafy, than for the 

Government 

* The Lord Carteret. 
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Government to redrefs. this Evil, at ar\y Time 
they (hall pleafe. When the Value of Guineas 
was lowered in England from sir. 6 d. to 
only z 1 s. the Confequences to this Kingdom 
were obvious, and manifeft to us all : And a 
fober Man may be allowed at leaft to wonder, 
although he dare not complain, why a new 
Regulation of Coin among us, was not then 
made j much more, why it hath never been 
fmce. It would iurely require no very pro- 
found Skill in Algebra , to reduce the Diffe- 
rence of Nine Pence ,in Thirty Shillings , or 
Three Pence in a Guinea , to lefs than a Farthings 
and fo fmall a Fraftion could be no Tempta* 
tion, either to Bankers to hazard their Silver at 
Sea, or Tradefmen to load themfelves with it, 
in their Journies to England. In my humble 
Opinion it would be no unfeafonable Ccnde- 
fcenfion, if the Government would gracioufly 
pleafe to fignify to the poor loyal Protcjlant Sub- 
jects of Ireland , either that this miferable 
Want of Silvery is not pofhble to be remedied 
in any Degree,, by the niceft Skill in Arithme- 
tic k $ or elfe, that it doth not (land with the 
good rieafure of England , to fuffer any Silver 
at all among us. In the former Cafe, it would 
he Madnels to expeft Irapolfibilities ; and in 
the other, we mull fubmit : For Lives and 
Fortunes are always at the Mercy of the Con- 
queror. 

The Queftion hath been often put in printed 
Papers , by the Drapier and others, or, per- 
haps, by the lams WRITER; under different 

Styles 5 
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Styles ; why this Kingdom (hould not be per- 
mitted to, have a Mint of its own, for the 
Coinage of Gold, Silver, and Copper ; which 
is a Power exercifed by many pi fops, and 
every petty Prince in Germany ? But this 
Queftion hath never been anfwered ; nor the 
leall Application, that I have heard of, made 
to the Crown from hence, for the Grant of a 
Publick Mint ; although it hands upon Re- 
cord, that feveral Cities and Corporations here 
had the Liberty of Coining Silver. I can fee 
no Reafons why we alone, of all Nations, are 
thus reftrained j but fucn as I dare not men- 
tion : Only thus far, I may venture j that Ire- 
land is the firft Imperial Kingdom, fince Nim- 
rod, which ever wanted Power to coin their 
own Money . 

I know very well, that in England, it i9 
lawful for any Subject to petition either the 
Prince or the Parliament , provided it be done 
in a dutiful and regular Manner ; But what is 
lawful for a Subje6I of Ireland, I profefs I 
cannot determine : Nor will undertake, that 
the Printer (hall not be profecuted, in a Court 
of JuJlice, for pubiifhing my Wijhes, that*a poor 
Shopkeeper might be able to change a Guinea 
or a Moidore, when a Cuftomer comes for a 
Crown's Worth of Goods. I have known 
lefs Crimes puni(hed with the utmoft Severity, 
under the Title of Difajfedlion. And I can- 
not but approve the Wiitlom of the Ancients , 
who, after Ajlrea had fled from the Earth, at 
lead took Care to provide three upright Judges 
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for Hell., Mens Ears, among us, are indeed 
grown fo nice, that whoever happens to think 
out of Falhion, in what relates to the Welfare 
of this Kingdom, dare not lb much as com- 
plain of the , Tootb-acb i left our weak and 
bufy Dabblers in Politicks, lhould be ready to 
fwear againft him for Difaff eNion. 

There was a Method, praftifed by Sir Am- 
hrofe Crawley , the great Dealer in Iron-works j 
which I wonder the Gentlemen of our Coun- 
try, under this great Exigence, have not 
thought fit to imitate. In the feveral Towns 
and Villages where he dealt, and many Miles 
round, he gave Notes inftead of Money , from 
Two Pence to Twenty Shilitngs'\ which palled 
current in all Shops and Markets, as well as 
in Houfes, where Meat or Drink was fold. 

I fee no Realbn, why the like Practice may 
not be introduced among us, with fome De- 
gree of Succefs ; or at leaft may not ferve as a 
poor Expedient, in this our bleffcd Age of Pa- 
per ; which as it difehargeth all our greateft 
Payments, may be equally ufeful in the fmal- 
ler ; and may juft keep us alive until an En- * 
glijh AN of Parliament Jhall forbid it. 

I have been told, that among forae of our • 
pooreft American Colonies, upon the Conti- 
nent, the People enjoy the Liberty of cutting 
the little Money among them into Halves and 
Quarters, for the Conveniencies of fmall Traf- 
fick. How happy lhould we be, in Compan- 
ion of our preient Condition, if the like Pri- 
vilege were granted to us, of employing the 

Sheers^ 
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Sheers, for want of a Mint , upon our foreign 
Gold $ by clipping it into Half-Crowns , and 
Shillings , and even lower Denominations ; for 
Beggar s muft be content to live upon Scraps ; 
and it would be our Felicity, thatthefe Scraps 
could never be exported to other Countries, 
while any Thing better was left. 

If neither of thefe Proje&s will avail, I fee 
nothing left us, but to truck and barter our 
Goods like the wild Indians , with each other j 
or with our too powerful Neighbours 4 only 
with this Difadvantage on our Side, that the 
Jndiatis enjoy the Produft of their own Land ; 
whereas the better JHalf of ours is fent away, 
without fo much dfu Recompence in Bugles or 
Glafs in return. * 

It muft needs be a very comfortable Cir- 
cumftance, in the prefent Juncture, that fome 
Thoufand Families are gone, or going, or 
preparing to go from hence, and fettle them- 
lelves in America : The poorer Sort, for want 
of Work ; the Farmers, whofe beneficial Bar- 
gains are now become a Rack-Rent too hard 
to be borne 5 and thofe who have any ready 
Money , or can purchafe any, by the Sale of 
their Goods or Leafes ; becaufe they find their 
Fortunes hourly decaying, that their Goods 
will bear no Price, and that few or none have 
any Money to buy the very Neceftaries of Life, 
are haftening to follow their departed Neigh- 
bours. It is true, Corn among us carries a very 
h.*gh Price 5 but it is for the fame Reafon, that 

Rats 
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Rats and Cats, and dead- Horfes, have been 
often bought for Gold in a Town befieged. 

There is a Perfon of Quality in my Neigh- 
bourhood, who Twenty Years ago, when he 
. was juft come to Age, being unexperienced, 
and of a generous Temper* lett his Lands, 
even as Times went then, at a low Rate to able 
Tenants , and confequently by the Rife of 
Land iince that Time, looked upon his Eftate 
to be let at half Value : But Numbers of thefe 
Tenants, or their Defcendants, are now offer- 
ing to fell their Leafes by Cant,, even thofe 
which were for Lives, fome of them, renewable 
for ever, and fome Fee-Farms, which the 
Landlord himfelf hath bought in at half the 
Price they would have yielded feven Years ago. 
And fome Leafes, lett at the fame Time for 
Lives, have been, given up to him without any 
Confideration at alf. 

This is the moft favourable Face of all 
Things at prefent among us } I fay, among us 
of the North , who are efteemed the only thriv- 
ing People of the Kingdoms And how far, 
and how foon this Mifery and Defolation may 
fpread, is eafy to forefee. 

The vaft Sums of Money daily carried off, 
by our numerous Adventurers to America , have 
deprived us of our Gold in thefe Parts, alinoft 
as much as of our Silver. * .. v 

And the good Wives, who come to our 
Houfes, offer us their Pieces of Linnen, upon 
*rhich their whole Dependence lies, for fo little 

‘ Profit, 

v 
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Profit, that it can n'either half pay their Rents, 
nor half fupport their Families. 

It is remarkable, that this Enthufiafm* 
fpread among our Northern People, of fhelter- 
iYig themfelves in the Continent of America, 
hath no other Foundation, than their pre- 
fent infupportable Condition at home. I have 
made all polTiblc Enquiries to learn what En- 
couragement our People have met with, by any 
Intelligence from thofe Plantations, fufheient 
to make them undertake fo tedious and hazar- 
dous a Voyage, in all Seafons of the Year $ 
and fo ill accommodated in their Ships, that 
many of them have died miferably in their Paf- 
fage ; but could never get one fatisfactory An- 
fwer. Somebody, they know not who, had 
written a Letter to his Friend or Coufin from 
thence, inviting him, by all Means, to come 
over ; that it was a fine fruitful Country, and 
to be held for ever at a Penny an Acre. But 
the Truth of the Fa£t is this : The Englijh efta- 
blifhcd in thofe Colonics, are in great Want of 
Men to inhabit that Tra6tof Ground, which 
lies between them and the njoild Indians, who 
arc not reduced under their Dominion. We 
read of fome barbarous People whom the Ro- 
mans placed in their Army for no other Service 
than to blunt their Enemies Swords, and after- 
wards to fill up Trenches with their dead Bo- 
dies. And thus our People, who tranfport 
themfelves, are fettled in thofe interjacent 
Tracts, as a Screen againft the Inliilts of -the 

Savages j 
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Savage* ; and may have as much Lands as 
they can clear from the Woods at a very rea- 
fonable Rate,- if they can afford to pay about a 
Hundred Years Purchafe, by their Labour. 
Now, befides the Fox ' s Reafon, which inclines 
all thofe who have already ventured thither, td 
reprefent every Thing in a falfe Light, as well 
for juftifying their own Conduct, as for getting 
Companions in their Mifery : The governing 
People in thofe Plantations, have alfo wifely 
provided that no Letters fhall be fuffered to pafs 
from thence hither, without being firft viewed * 
by llie Council ; by which, our People here 
are wholly deceived, in the Opinions they have 
of the happy Condition of their Friends gone 
before them. This was accidentally di (cover- 
ed fome Months ago, by an honeft Man 5 who 
having tranfported himfelf and Family thither, 
and finding all Things dire£Hy contrary to his 
Hope, had the Luck to convey a private Note, 
by a faithful Hand, to his Relation here ; en- 
treating him not to think of fuch a Voyage, 
and to difcourage all his Friends from attempt- 
ing it. Yet this, although it be a Truth well 
known, hath produced very little Effe6V, 
which is no Manner of Wonder : For as it is 
natural to a Man in a Fever , to turn often, 
although without any Hope of Eafe $ or when 
he is purfued, to leap down a Precipice, to 
avoid an Enemy juft at his Back ; fo Men in 
the extremeft Degree of Mifery and Want, 
will naturally fly to the firft Appearance of 
Relief, let it be ever fo vain or vifidnary. 

Vql. IX, • R You 
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You may obferve, that I have very fuperfi- 
cially' touched the Subjeft I began with, and 
with the utmoft Caution: For I know how 
criminal the leaft Complaint hath been thought, 
however leafonable or juft, or honeftly intend-r 
ed 5 which hath forced me to offer up my daily 
Prayers, that it may never, at leaft in my 
Time, be interpreted by Inuendo's as afalfe, 
fcandalous, feditipus, and difaffefted A6lion, 
for a Man to roar under an acute Fit of the 
Gout ; which, befides the Lofs and the Dan- 
ger, would be very inconvenient to one o£my 
■Ag«, { o feverely afflifted with that Diftemper. 

I wifti you good Succefs j but I can promife 
you little, in an ungrateful Office you have 
taken up, without the leaft View either to Re- 
putation or Profit. Perhaps your Comfort is, 
that none but Villains and Betrayers of their 
Country, can be your Enemies. Upon which 
I have little tp fay, having not the Honour to 
be acquainted with many of that Sort 5 and 
therefore, as you eafily may believe, am cpur? 
pelled tp lead a veiy retired Life. 

Iam , SIR, 

Tour mofi obedient , 
bumble* Servant, 

A» North. 

County pf D<nssn % 

Pec. 2. 172?) 
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‘the Reader will perceive the following Treatife 
to be altogether ironical. 

PROPOSAL, 

FOR AN 

ACT of PARLIAMENT 

To pay off the DEBT of the Na- 
tion, without Taxing the Sub- 
ject. 

By which the Number of landed Gentry 
and fubftantial Farmers will be confide- 
rably increafed, and no Perfon will be 
the poorer, or contribute one Farthing 
to the Charge. 

Written in the Year 1734. v 

npHE Debts contrived Lome Years part, for 
-*■ the Service and Safety of the Nation, are 
grown fo great, that under our prefent diftref- 
ied Condition, by the Want of Trade, the 
great Remittances to pay Abfentee /, Regiments 
ferving abroad, and many other Drains of 

R 2 Money, 
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Money, well enough known and felt, the 
Kingdom feems altogether unable to difcharge 
them by the common Methods of Payment s 
And either a Poll or Land 'Tax, would be too 
odious to think of, efpecially the latter ; be- 
caufe the Lands which have been let for thefe 
. Ten or Dozen Years paft, were raifed fo high, 
that the Owners can, at prefent, hardly receive 
any Rent at all. For, it is the ufual Pra£lice 
of an Irifh Tenant, rather than want Land, 
to offer more for a Farm than he knows he can 
be ever able to pay ; and In that Cafe he grows 
defperate, and pays nothing at all. So that a 
Land Tax, upon a rack’d Eftate, would be a 
Burthen wholly infupportable. 

The Queftion will then be, how thefe natio- 
nal Debts can be paid ; ,and how I can fnake 
good the feveral Particulars of my Propofal ; 
■which I fhalfnow lay open to the Publick. 

The Revenues of their Graces and Lord- 
lhips, the Archbifhops and Bifhops of this 
Kingdom, (excluding the Fines) do amount 
by a moderate Computation, to 36,800 /. -per 
Ann. I mean the Rents which the Bifhops 
receive from their Tenants. But the real Va- 
lue of thofe Lands, at a full Rent, taking the 
feveral Sees one with another, is reckoned 
to be, at leaft. Three Fourths more j fo that, 
multiplying 36,800 /. by 4, the full Rent of all 
the Bi/hops Lands, will amount to 147,200/. 
per Ann. from which fubftrafling the 
prefent Rent received by their Lordfhips, that 
is 36,800 /. the Profits of the Lands received 

- • » T- * « 
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by the firft tmd fecond T enarits , (who both 
have great Bargains) will rife to the Sum ot 
2 10,400 /. per Ann. which Lands, if they \vere 
to be fold at Twenty -two Years Purchafe, 
would raife a Sum of 2,428,800 /. referring to 
the Bifhops their prefeiit Rents, only 'excluding 
Fines. 

Of this Sum I propofe, that out of the one 
Half, which amounts to 1,214,400 /. fo much 
be applied, as will intirely difcharge the Debts 
of tire Nation j and the Remainder he laid up in 
the Treafury, to fupply Contingencies, as well 
as to difcharge fome of our heavy Taxes, un- 
til the Kingdom fhall be in a better Condi- 
tion. 

But whereas the prefent Set of Bifhops would 
be great Lofers by this Scheme, for want of 
their Fines ; which would be hard Treatment 
to fuch religious, loyal, and deferring Perfona- 
ges j I have therefore fet apart the other Half, 
to fupply that Defeat j which it will more than 
fufficiently do. 

A Bifhop’s Leafe for the full Term* is rec- 
koned to be worth Eleven Years Purchafe ; buf 
if we take the Bifhops round, I fuppofe there 
may be Four Years of each Leafe elapfed ; and 
many of the Bifhops being well ftricken in 
Years, I cannot think their Lives round to be 
worth more than Seven Y Gars Purchafe ; fo 
that the Purchafers may very well afford Fif teen 
Years Purchafe for the Reverfion 5 efjiecially 
by one # great additional Advantage which I 
fkall foon mention. 

*3 This 
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This Sum of 2,4.28,800 /. muft likewife be 
funk very confiderahly ; becaufc the Lands are 
to be fold only at Fifteen Years Purchafe, and 
this leflens the Sum to about 1,656,000 /. of 
which I propofe Twelve Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds, to be applied partly for the Payment of 
the National Debt, and partly as a Fund for fu- 
ture Exigencies ; and the remaining 456, 000 /. 
I propole as a Fund lor paying theprefent Set 
of Bilhops their Fines j which it will abun- 
dantly do, and a.great Part remain as an Ad- 
dition to the publick Stock. 

Although the Bifhops round do not, in 
Reality, receive Three Fines apiece, which take 
up 21 Years, yet I allow it to be l'o j but then, 
1 will fuppofe them to take but One Year's 
Rent, in Recompence for giving themfo large 
a Term of Life ; and thus multiplying 36,800 
ty 3 r the Produft will be only 110,400 /. fo 
that above Three Fourths will remain to be ap- 
plied to publick Ufe. 

If I have made wrong Computations, I hdpe 
to be excufed as a Stranger to the Kingdom j 
which I never faw till I was called to an Em- 
ployment, and yet where I intend to pals the 
reft of my Days ; but I took Care to get the 
beft Informations I could, and from the moft 
proper Perfons ; however the Miftakes I may 
have been guilty of, will very little affe6l the 
Main of my Propofal ; although they Ihould 
caufe a Difference of one Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds more or lefs. * 

Thefe Fines are only to be paid to the Bi- 
ihop during his Incumbency in the fame See : 

If 
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If he change it for a better, the Purchafers of 
the vacant See Lands, are to cdme immedi- 
ately into Poffeffion of the See he hath left ; 
and both the Bifhop who is removed, and he 
who comes into his Place, are to have no more 
Fines ; for the removed Bifhop will find his 
Account by a larger Revenue j and the other 
See will find Candidates enough. For the 
Law Maxim will here have Place : Caveat 
Emptor\ I mean the Perfons who fucceed, 
may chufe whether they will accept or no. 

As to the Purchafers, they will probably be 
'Tenants to the See, who are already in Poffef- 
fion, and can afford to give more than any 
other Bid^rs. 

I will turther explain myfelf. If a Perfon 
already a Bifhop, be removed into a richer See, 
he muft be content with the bare Revenues, 
without any Fines j and fo muft he who come^ 
into a Bifhoprick vacant by Death : And this 
will bring the Matter fooner to bear $ which, 
if the Crown (hall think fit to countenance, 
will foon change the prefent Set of Bifhops j 
and confequently encourage Purchafers of their 
Lands. For Example : If a Primate Ihould 
die, and the Gradation be wifely made, almoft 
the whole Set of Bifhops might be changed in 
a Month, each to his great Advantage, al- 
though no Fines were to be got j and there- 
by fave a great Part of that Sum, which I 
have appropriated towards fupplying the Defi- 
ciency of Fines. . 

I hav« 
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I have valued the Bifhops Lands two Years 
Purchafe abote the ui'ual computed Rate, be- 
cauf'e thole Lands will have a Sanftion from 
the King anff Council in England , and be 
confirmed by an A6t of Parliament here : Be- 
£des, it is well known that higher Prices are 
given every Day for worfe Lands, at the re- 
moteft Difiances, and at Rack-Rents, which X 
take tb be occaiioned by tile Want of Trade s 
When there are few Borrowers, and the little 
Money in private Hands lying dead, there is 
no other way to difpofe of it, but in buying 
of Land ; which confequently makes the Ow- 
ners hold it fo high. . 

Befides paying the Nation’s Debts, the Sals 
of thefe Lands would hive many OTher good 
Effects upon the Nation. It will coniiderably 
increafe the Number of Gentry, where die Bi- 
/ ffiops T enants are not able or willing to pur- 
chafe; for the Lands will afford an Hundred 
Gentlemen a goo’d Revenue to each : Seve- 
ral Perfons from England will probably be 
glad to come ovef hither, and be the Buyers, 
father than give Thirty Years Purchafe at home, 
jinder the Loads of Taxes for the Publick 
and the Poor, as well as Repairs ; by which 
Means, much Money may be brought among 
•us ; and probably fome of the Purchafersthem- 
felves may be content to live cheap in a worfe 
Country, rather than be at the Charge of Ex- 
change and Agencies ; and perhaps of Non - 
Jolvencies in Abfence, if tliey let their Lands 

ieo high* ; .v This 
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Th Is Propofal will alfo multiply Farmers* 

• when the Purchafers will have Lands in thei r 
own Power, to give long and eafy Leales to 
induftrious Hufbandmen. 

I have allowed Tome Bifhopricks, of equal 
Income, to be of more or lels Value to the Pur- 
chafer, according as they are circumftanced. 
For Inftance : The Lands of the Primacy, and 
fome other Sees, are let fo low, that they hard- 
ly pay a fifth Penny of the real Value to the 
Biihop, and there the Fines are the greater. 
On the contrary, the Sees of Meath and Clou* 
fert, confifting, as I am told^ much of Tythes, 
tliofe Tythes are annually let to the Tenants, 
•without any Fines. So the See of Dublin is 
faid to have many Fee-Farms, which pay no 
Fines ; and fome Leafes for Lives, which pay 
very little, and not fo foon nor fo duly.' 

I cannot but be confident, that their Graces 
my Lords the Archbilhops, and my Lords the 
Biihope, will heartily join in this Propofal, out 
of Gratitude to his late and prefent Majefty, 
the bell of Kings, who have bellowed on 
them fuch high and opulent Stations 5 as well 
as in Pity to this Country, which is now be- 
come their own 5 whereby they will be in- 
ftrumental towards paying the Nation’s Debts, 
without impoverilhmg themfelves, enrich an 
Hundred Gentlemen as well as free them from 
Dependence ; and thus remove that Envy 
which is apt to fell upon their Graces and 
Lordfhips, from confiderable Perlonsj whofe 
Jiirth and Fortunes rather qualify them tQ 
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bi Lords of Manors, than fervile Dependents 
upon Churchmen, however dignified or dif- 
tinguiflied. 

If I do not flatter myfclf, there could not be 
any Law more popular than this. For the im- 
mediate Tenants to Bifliops, being fame of 
them Perfoiis of Quality/ and good Eftates } 
and more of them grown up to be Gentlemen 
by the Profits of thefe very Leafes, under a 
SucceiTion pf Bifliops 5 think it a Dilgrace to 
be Yhbjeft both to Rents and Fines, at the 
Tleafure of their Landlords. Then, the Bulk 
of the T,enant<, efpedally the Dijfentcrs , who 
are our true loyal P rote flail t Brethren, look 
upon it; both as an unnatural and iniquitous 
■Thing, that Bifliops thou Id be Owners of 
Land at all $ (wherein I beg to differ from 
them) being a Point fo contrary to the Prac- 
tice of the Apo files, whole Succefl'ors they are 
‘deemed to he $ and who, although they were 
cMitented that Land Ihetild be fold, for the 
common Ufe of the Brethren, yet woilld not 
buy it themfelves ; but had it laid at their 
Feet, to be diftribnted to poor Profelytes. 

I will add one Word more j that by filch a 
wholefome Law, all the Oppreflions felt by 
Under-Tenants of Church Leafes, which are 
now laid 'on the Bifliops, would entirely be 
prevented, by their Graces and Lordfhips con- 
tenting to have their Lands fold for Payment 
of the Nation’s Debts ; relerving only thepre- 
fent Rent for their own plentiful and honour- 
able Support, 

: ' . 1 keg 
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T beg leave to add one Particular ; that, 
when Heads of a Bill (as I find the Style runs 
in this Kingdom) fliall be brought in for form-? 
ing this Propofal into a Law, I fiiould humbly 
offer, that there might be a Power given to 
every Bilhop (except thofe who refide in Dub- 
lin) for applying One Hundred Acres of pro- 
fitable Land, that lies neareft his Palace, as* a 
Demefne for the Convenience of his Family- 

I know very well, that this Scheme hath 
been very much talked of for fome Time paft, 
and is in the Thoughts of many Patriots ; 
neither was it properly mine, although I fell 
readily intp it when it was firft communicate 
ed to me. 

Although I am ahnoft a perfeft: Stranger • 
ih this Kingdom j yet fmee I have accepted 
an Employment here, of fome Confcquence as 
well as Profit, I* cannot but think myfelf iz> 
Duty bound to confult the Interelf of a People, 
^jnong whom I have been fo well received* 
And if I can be any way inftrumental to- 
wards contributing to reduce this excellent 
Propofal into a Law (which being not in the 
leaft injurious to England, will, I am confix 
dent, meet with no Opposition from that Side) 
my fincere Endeavours to ferve this Crunch 
and King, will be well rewarded, 
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EXAMINATION 
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Certain Abuses , Corruptions , and 
Enormities , the Gity of Dub- 

lin. 

Written in the Year 1732. 

• * 

N othing is held more commendable in all 
great Cities, efpecially the Metropolis 
of a Kingdom, than what the French call the 
Police: By which Word is meant the Go- 
vernment thereof, to prevent the many D bor- 
ders occafioned by great Numbers of Pepple 
and Carriages, efpecially through narrow 
Streets, In this Government our famous City 
of Dublin is faid to be very defective, and 
univerfally complained of. Many wholefome 
Laws have been enabled to correct thofe 
Abufes, byt are ill executed } and many more 
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are wanting;} which I hope the united Wifdom. 
or the Nation (whereof lb many good Effects 
have already appearecjfcthis Selfion) will foon 
take into their profound Conlideration. 

As I have been always watchful over the 
good of mine own Country, and particularly 
for that of our renowned City, where (abfit 
invidia ) I had the Honour' to draw my fir It 
Breath ; I cannot have a Minute’s Eafc or Pa- 
tience to forbear enumerating lome of the great- 
eft Enormities, Abufes, and Corruptions ipread 
almoft through every Part of Dublin 5 and pro- 
pofing fuch Remedies, as, I hope, theLegilla- 
ture will approve of. 

The narrow Compafs to which I have con- 
fined myfelf in this Paper, will allow me only 
to touch the moft important Defers } and fuch 
as, I think, feem to require the molt fpeedy 
Redrefs. 

And firft ; Perhaps there was never known 
a wifer Inftitution than that of allowing certain 
Perfons of both Sexes, in large and populous, , 
Cities, to cry thro’ the Streets many Necelfa- 
ries of Life : It would be endlefs to recount the 
Conveniences which our City enjoys by this 
Ufeful Invention ; and particularly Strangers, 
forced hither by Bufinefs, who refide here but 
a fliort Time : For, thefe having ufually but 
little Money, and being wholly ignorant of the. 
Town, might at an eafy Price purchafe a to- 
lerable Dinner, if the feveral Criers would 
pronounce the Names of the Goods they havej 
fp fell, in any tolerable Language , And there- 

VW, IX, § ' . faro 
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fore until our Law-makers fliall think it proper 
to interpofe fo far as to make thofe Traders 
pronounce their Words in fuch Terms, that a 
plain Chriftian Hearer iflay comprehend what 
is cried ; I would advife all new Comers to look 
cut at their Garret Windows, and. there fee 
whether the Thing that is cridd be Tripes, or 
Flummery, Butter-milk, or Cow-heels. For, as 
Things are now managed, how is it poflible 
lor an honeft Countryman, juft arrived, to find 
out what is meant, for Inftance, by the follow- 
ing Words, with which his Ears are conftantly 
ftunned twice a Day, Muggs, Juggs, and Por- 
ringers, up in the Garret, and down in the Cel- 
lar ; I fay, how is it poflible for any Stranger 
to underftand that this Jargon is meant as an 
Invitation to buy a F,arthing’s Worth of Milk 
for his Breakfaft or Supper, unlefs his Curio- 
fity draws him to the Window, or until his 
Landlady fhall inform him ? I produce this on- 
ly as one Inftance, among a Hundred much 
worfe : I mean where the Words make a Sound 
• wholly inarticulate, which give fo much Di- 
fturbance, and fo little Information. 

The Affirmation folemnly made in the Cry 
•of Herrings, is dire&ly again ft all Truth and 
Probability •, Herrings alive, alive here $ the 
very Proverb will convince us of this ; for 
what is more frequent in ordinary Speech, than 
to fay of fome Neighbour f&r whom thePafling- 
Bell rings, that he is dead as a Herring . And, 
pray how is it poflible, that a Herring, which, 
as Philofopbers obfejTe, cannot live longer than 

one 
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one Minute, three Seconds and a half out of 
Water, (hould bear a Voyage in open Boats 
from HovJtb to Dublin , be toflfed into twenty 
Hands, and preferve its Life in Sieves forfeve- 
ral Hours ? Nay, we have Witnedes ready to 
produce, that many Thoufands of thefe Her- 
rings , fo impudently afferted to be alive, have 
been a Day and a Night upon dry Land. But 
this is not the worft. What can vve think of 
thofe impious Wretches, who dare in the Face 
of the Sun, vouch the very fame Affirmative of 
their Salmon , and cry Salmon alive , alive ; 
whereas, if you call the Woman who cries it, 
(he is not affiamed to turn back her Mantle, 
and (hew you this.individual Salmon cut into a 
dozen Pieces. I have given good Advice to 
* thefe infamous Difgracers of their Sex and 
Calling, without the lead Appearance of Re - 
morfe ; and fully againft the Conviftion of their 
own Confciences. I have mentioned this Grie- 
vance to feveral of our Parifli Miniders ; but 
all in vain : So that it muft continue until the 
Government (hall think fit to interpofe. 

There is another Cry, which from the drift- 
ed Obfervation I can make, appears to be very 
modern, and it is that of \Svjeet-hearts ; and 
is plainly intended for a Refleftion upon the 
Female Sex } as if there were at prefent fo 
great a Dearth of Lovers, that the Women, 
mdead of receiving Prefents from Men, were 

* A Sort of Sugar -cakes in the Shape of Hearts, 

Sa now 
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now forced to offer Money, to purchafe Sweet- 
hearts. Neither am I flire, that thisC?^’ doth 
hot glance at fome DifaffcCiion againft the Go- 
vernment ; infinuating, that while fo man} r of 
our Troops arc engaged in foreign Service ; and 
fiich a great Number of our gallant Officer's 
conftantly refide in England , the Ladies are 
forced to take up with Par fans and Attornies : 
But this is a moll unjuft Reflection j as may 
foon be proved by any Perfon who frequents the 
Cajlle, cur publick Walks, our Balls and Af- 
femblies ; where the Crowds of f Toupees were 
never known to fwarm as they do at prefcnt. 

There is a Cry peculiar to this City, which 
I do not remember to have been ufed in Lon- 
don ; or at leaft, not in the fame Tenns that it 
hath been praCtifed by both Pa’rties, during , 
each of their Power; but, very unjuftly by the 
Tories. While thefe were at the Helm, they 
grew daily morC and more impatient to put all 
true Whigs and Hanoverians out of Employ- 
ments. To effeCt which, they hired cer- 
tain ordinary Fellows with large Bafkets on 
their Shoulders, to jrall aloud at every Houfe, 
Dirt to cany out ; giving that Denomination to 
our whole Party j as if they would fignify, 
that the Kingdom efiuld never be cleanfed, mi- 
til we were Jkvept from the Earth like: Ruhbifo. 
But, fmee that happy Turn of Times, when 

I 

* *f A new Name for a modern Periwig, and 
for its Owner j now in Fajhion, Dec. i, 1733- 

we 
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we were Co miraculoujly preferred, by juft an 
Inch , from Popery , Slavery, Majfacre, and the 
Pretender, I mull own it is Prudence in us, 
ftill to go on with the fame Cry j which hath 
ever fince been fo effe&ually obferved, that the 
true political Dirt is wholly removed, and 
thrown on its proper Dunghills, there to cor- 
rupt, and be no more heard of. 

But to proceed to other Enormities : Every 
Perfon who walks the Streets, muft needs ob- 
ferve an immenfe Number of humanExcrements, 
at the Doors and Steps of wafte Houfes, and at 
the Sides of every dead Wall ; for which the 
difaffefted Part)' hath afligned a very falfe and 
malicious Caufe : They would have it, that 
thefe Heaps were laid there privately by Britijb 
Fundaments, to make the World believe, that 
our Irijh Vulgar do daily eat and drink j and, 
confequently, that the Clamour of Poverty 
among us, muft be falfe ; proceeding only from 
Jacobites and Papijts. They would confirm 
this by pretending to obferve, that a Britijb 
Anus being more narrowly perforated than one 
of our own Country, and many of thefe Ex- 
crements, upon a ftrift View appearing Copple- 
crowned with a Point like a Cone or Pyramid, 
are eafily diftinguifhed from the Hibernian , 
which lie much flatter, and with lefs Continui- 
ty. I communicated this Conjeflure to an 
eminent Phyfician, who is well verfed in fuch 
profound Speculation; ; and afray Requeft was 
pleafed to make Tryai with each of his Fingers, 
by thrufting them into the Anus of feveral Per- 
• S3 fona 
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Jons of both Nations ; and proftffed he could 
find no iiich Difference between them as thofe 
iil-difpofed People alledge. On the contrary, 
he affured me, that much the greater Number 
of narrow Cavities were of Hibernian Origin. 
This I only mention to fhew how ready the 
facobites are to lay hold of any Handle to 
exprels their Malice againft the Govern- 
ment. I had almoft forgot to add, that my 
Friend the Phyilcian could, by fmelling each 
Finger, diftinguifh the Hibernian Excrement 

* from the Britijh, and was not alx>ve twice rail- 
taken in an Hundred Experiments j upon 
which he intends very foon to publilh a learn- 
ed Differtation. ^ 

There is a Diverfion in this City, which 
ufually begins among the Butchers ; but is often 
continued by a Succefiion of other People, 
through many Streets ; it is called the C O S- 
S I N G of a Dog : And I may jufliy number 

• it among our Corruptions. Tnc Ceremony is 

thus : A ftrange Dog happens to pals through 
a Flefh-Market ; whereupon an expert But- 
cher immediately cries in a loud Voice, and 
the proper Tone, Co/}, Cofs, feveral Times. 
The fame Word is repeated by the People. 
The Dog, who perfe&ly underftands the 
Terms of Art, and conlequcntly the Danger 
he is in, immediately flies. The People, and 
even his own Brother Animals purfue : The 

Purfuit and Cry attend him perhaps half a 
Mile ; he is well 1 worried in his Flight j and 
fometimes hardly efcapes; Tlus, our 111- 

wiftitrs 
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wi fliers of the Jacobite Kind, are pie a fed to 
call a Perfecution ; and affirm, that it always 
falls upon Dogs of the Tory Principle. But we 
can well defend ourfelves, by j^ttly alledging, 
that, when they were upperinoft, they tr eated 
our Dogs lull as inhumanly. As to my own 

Part, who have in former Times often attend- 
ed thefe ProceJJionsy although I can very well 
diftinguiffi between a Whig and Tory Dog , yet 
I never carried my Refentments very far from 
a Party Principle , except it were again ft 
certain malicious Dogs , who mcft difcovered 
their Enmity againft us in the at orjl of Times* 
And, I remember too well, that in the wick- 
ed Miniftry of the Earl of Oxford , a large 
Maftilf of our Party, being unmercifully coff- 
cd y ran, without Thinking, between my Lfgs, 
as I was coming up Fijh amble -fir cet $ and, as 
I am of low Stature, with very ftiort Legs, 
bore me riding backwards down the Hill, for 
above two Hundred Yards : And, although I 
made ufe of his Tail for a Bridle, holding it 
faft with both my Hands, and clung my Legs 
as clofe to his Sides as I could ; yet we both 
came down together into the Middle of the 
Kennel j where alter rolling three or four 
times over each othm, I got up, with muj:li 
ado, amidftthe Shoutsand Huzza's of a Thou- 
sand nftlicious Jacobites. I cannot, indeed, 
but gratefully acknowledge, that for this and 
many other Services and Sufferings, I hav?. 
been fince more than over- paid. 

* - - •' This 
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This Adventure may, perhaps, have put me 
out of Love with the Dlverfion of CoJfmg y 
which I confefs myfelf an Enemy t 6 , unlefs 
we could always be fare of diftinguifaing Tory 
Dogs ; whereof great Numbers have fmce been 
fo prudent, as entirely to change their Princi- 
ples, and are now juftly efteemed the beft /For- 
rlers of their former Friends. 

I am allured and partly know, that all the 
Chimney-Sweepers Boys, where Members of 

P 1 chiefly lodge, are hired by our Enemies 

to fculk in the Tops of Chimneys, with their 
Heads no higher than will juft permit them to 
look round ; and at the ufaal Hours when 
jM e tnhers are going to the Houfe, if they 
fee a Coach ftand near the Lodging of any loyal 
Member, they call Coach , Coach , as loud as 
they can bawl, juft at the Inftant when the 
Footman begins to give the fame Call. And 
'this is chiefly done on thofe Days, when any 
Point of Importance is to be debated. This 
Practice may be of very dangerous Conie- 
<quence : For, thefe Boys are all hired by Ene- 
mies to the Government : And thus, by tho 
Abfence of a few Members for a few Mi- 
nutes, a Queftion may carried againft the 
true Intereft of the Kingdom j and, veiy pro- 
bably, not without an Eye towards tlje Pre- 
tender. ■ ' 

I have not obferved the Wit and Fancy of 
this Town fo much employed in any one Ar- 
ticle as that of contriving Variety of Signs to 
hang pver Houles where Punch is to be fold. 

The 
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t # * * 

The Bowl is reprefejited full of Punchy the 
Ladle Hands ereft in the Middle, fupported 
fometimes by one, and fometimes by two Ani- 
mals, whole Feet reft upon the Edge of the 
Bowl. Thefe Animals are fometimes one black 
Lion, and fometimes a Couple j fometimes a 
fmgle Eagle , and fometimes a fpread one j and 
we often meet a Cron. u, a Sevan y a Bear y or a 
Cock, in the fame Pofture. '' v 

Now, I cannot’iind how any of thefe Ani- 
mals, either feparate, or in ConjunfHon, are, 
properly fpeaking, fit Emblems or Embellifh- 
ments, to advance the Sale of Punch. Befides, 
it is agreed among Naturalijlsy that no Brute 
can endure the Tafte of ftrong Liquor, except 
where he hath been ufed to it from his Infaucy : 
And, confequently, it is againft: all the Rules 
of Hieroglyph , to aflign thole Animals as 
Patrons or Proteflors of Punch. For, in 

that Cafe, we ought to fuppofc that the 
Hoft keeps always ready the real Bird, or 
Beaft, whereof* the Picture hangs over his 
Door, to entertain his Guefts ; which, how- 
ever, to my Knowledge, is not true in I h&.i 
not one of thofe Birds being a proper Compa- 
nion for a ChriJUan , as to aiding and aflifting 
in making the Punch. For as they are drawn 
upon the Sign, they are much more likely 
to mute, or Hied their Feathers into the Li- 
quor. Then, as to the Bear, he is too terrible, 
aukward, and llovenly a Companion to con- 
verfe with i neither are any of them all handy 
enough to fill Liquor to the Company : I 
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do, therefore, vehemently fulpeft a Plot intend- 
ed againft the Government, by thefe Devices. 
For, although the Spread-Eagle be the Arms 
of Germany , upon which Account it may pof- 
fib'ly be a lawful Protejlant Sign, yet I, who 
am very fufpicious of fair Outiides, in a Mat- 
ter which fo nearly concerns our Welfare, 
cannot but call to Mind, that the Pretender' s 
Wife is faid to be of German.Bivth : And that 
many Popijh Princes, in fo vaft an Extent of 
Land, are reported to excel both at making 
and drinking Punch : Befides, it is plain, that 
the Spread-Eagle exhibits to us the perfeft Fi- 
gure of a Crofs j which is a Badge of Popery • 
Then, as to the Cock , he Is well known to re- 
prefent the French Nation, our old and dange- 
rous Enemy. The Swan , who muft of ne- 
ceffity cover the entire Bowl with his Wings, 
can be no other than the Spaniard , who endea- 
vours to engrofs all the T reafures of the Indies 
to himfelf. The Lion is indeed the common 
Emblem of Royal Power, as well as the Arms 
of England $ but to paint him black, is perfefl 
Jacohitifmy and a manifeft Type of thofe who 
llacketi the A&ions of the beft Princes. It is 
not eafy to diftinguilh whether that other Fowl 
painted over the Punch Bowl be a Crow or a 
Ra'ven. It is true, they have both been omi- 
nous Birds : But I rather take it to be the for- 
mer ; becaufe it is the Difpofition of a Crow, 
to pick out the Eyes of other Creatures ; and 
often even of Chrifiians , after they are dead ; 
and is therefore drawn here, with a Defgn to 

put 
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put the Jacobites in Mind of their old Praflice, 
firft to lull us afleep (which is an Emblem of 
* Death) and then to blind our Eyes, that we 
may not fee their dangerous Practices againft 
the State. 

To ipeakmy private Opinion ; the leaft of- 
fensive Pi&ure in the whole Sett, feem^s to be 
the Bear ; becaufe he represents Urfa Major , 
or tire Great Bear , who prefides over the North , 
where the Reformation firft began j and which, 
.next to Britain (including Scotland and the 
North of Ireland ) is the great Prote&or of the 
true Protejiant Religion, But however, in 
thofe Signs where I obferve the Bear to be 
chained, I cannot help furmifing a Jacobjte 
Contrivance ; by which, thefe Traytors hint 
an earncft Defire of tifing all true Whigs , as 
their PredeeefTors did the primitive Chriftians ; 
I mean, to reprefent us as Bears , and then hal- 
loo their Tory -Dogs to bait us to Death. 

Thus I have given a fair Account of what 
I diflike, in all the Signs fet over thofe Houfes 
that invite us to Punch. I own it was a Mat- 
ter that did not need explaining j being fo very 
obvious to common, Underftandingi yet, I 
know not how it happens, butmethinks there 
feems • a fatal Blindnels to overfpread our cor- 

? oreal Eyes, as well as our intelle&ual $ and 
heartily wilh, I may be found a falfe Pro- 
phet. For .thefe are not bare Sufpicions, but 
manifeft Demonftrations. 

Therefore, away with thefe Popi/h, Jacobite, 
and idolatrous Gew-gaws. And I heartily 

wiftif 
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wifh a Law were enabled, under fevere Penal- 
ties, agalnit drinking Punch at all ; for nothing 
is eafier, than to prove it a difaffefted Liquor : 
The chief Ingredients, which are Brandy, 
Oranges and Lemons , are all lent us from Popifo 
Countries ; and nothing remains of Protcflant 
Growth, but Sugar and Water. For, as* to 
Bifcuit, which formerly was held a necelfary 
Ingredient, and is truly Britifh, we find it is 
entirely rejected. 

But I will put the Truth of my Aflfertion 
palt all Doubt : I mean, that this Liquor is, . 
by one t important Innovation, grown of ill 
Example, and dangerous Confequence to the 
Pubtick. It is well known, that, by the true 
original Inftitution of making Punch, left us by 
Captain Ratcliff, the Sharpnefs is only ccca- 
fioned by the Juice of Lemons 5 and fo conti- 
nued until after the happy Re-volution. Oran- 
ges, alas ! are a mere Innovation, and, in a 
manner, but ofYcjlerday. It was the Politicks 
of Jacobites to introduce them gradually ; 
And, to what Intent ? The Thing fpeaks 
itlelf. It was cunningly to Ihew their Virulence 
a^ainft his iacrcd Majefty King William of ever 
glorious and immortal Memory. But of late (to 
ihew how fall Dilloyalty increafeth) they came 
from one to two, and then to three Oranges j 
nay, at prefent, we often find Punch made all 
with Oranges, and not one fingle Lemon. For 
the Jacobites, before the Death of that immor- 
tal Prince, had, by a Superflition, formed a 
private Prayer, that as they fqueexed the 

Orange , 
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Orange, fo might that Protejlant King be 
fqueezed to Death : According to the known 
Sorcery defcribcd by Virgil \ 

Limits ut hie durefcit , & hac ut cera liquefc'tt, & c. 

And, thus the Remans , when they faerffrd 
an Ox, tiled this Kind of Prayer : As 1 V • 
down this Ox, fo may thou, O Ju T-‘ tr ! .* 
donjon our Enemies. In like Mann*. 

King William's Death, whenever a :/<? 
fqiteezed an Orange, he had a mer.t:; '.uric 
upon the glorious Memory, anda: ^ :■ \V t ;ii 
for Power to fqueeze all his Majelty\ rr.cr.T; 
to Death, as he fqueezed that Orange, wL'.'j 
bore one of his Titles, as he was Prince of 
Orange. This I do affirm for Truth ; man/* 
of that Fa&ion having confeffed it to hie, u; - 
der an Oath of Secrecy , which, however, l 
thought it my Duty not to keep, when I faw 
my dear Countiy in Danger. But what better 
can be expe&ed from an impious Set of Men, 
who never fcruple to drink Confusion to all 
true Protejlants , under the Name of Whigs ? 
A moll unchriftian and inhuman Practice; 
which, to our great Honour and Comfort , was 
never charged upon us, even hy our mojl mali- 
cious Detractors. 

The Sign of two Angels hovering in the 
Air, and with their Right Hands l'upporting 
a Crown, is met with in feveral Parts of this 
City ; and hath often given me great Offence i 
For, whether by the Unlkilfulnefs, or dangc- 
Vql, IX, T vous 
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rous Principles of the Painters (although t 
have good Reafons to fufpeft the latter) thole 
Angels are ufually drawn with fuch horrid, or 
indeed rather diabolical Counte?ianccs, that they 
give great Offence to every loyal Eye $ and 
equal Caufe of Triumph to the Jacobite, be- 
ing a moft infamous Reflexion upon our able 
and excellent Miniftry. 

I now return to that great Enormity of City 
Cries j moft of which we have borrowed from 
London. I (hall confider them only in a politi- 
cal View, as they nearly affeft the Peace and 
Safety of both Kingdoms j and having been 
originally contrived by wicked Mackiavels , to 
bring in Popery , Slavery, and Arbitrary Pow- 
er, by defeating the Protejlant Succefhon, and 
introducing the Pretender 5 ought, in Juftice, 
to be here laid open to the World. 

About two or three Months after the happy 
Revolution, all Perfons who poftefs’d any Em- 
ployment or Office, in Church or State, were 
obliged by an A 6 t of Parliament to take the 
Oaths to King William and Queen Mary : And 
a great Number of difaffie&ed Perfons refufing 
to take the faid Oaths, from a pretended Scru- 
ple of Confcience, but really from a Spirit of 
Popery and Rebellion, they contrived a Plot, 
to make the fwearing to thofe Princes odious 
in the Eyes of the People. To this End, they 
hired certain Women of ill Fame, but loud 
fhrill Voices, under Pretence of felling Fifh, 
to go through the Streets, with Sieves on their 
die ads, and cry. Buy my Soul , Buy my Soul ; 

plainly 
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•plainly infinuating, that all thofe who fwore 
to King William , were juft ready to fell their 
Souls for an Employment. This Cry was re- 
vived at the Death of Queen Anne , and, I hear, 
ftill continues in London, with much Offence 
to all true Protejlants ; but, to our great Hap- 
pinefs, feems to be almoft dropt in Dublin. 

But becaufe I altogether contemn the Dif- 
pleafure and Refentment of High Flyers , Tories , 
and Jacobites , whom I look -upon to be worfe 
£<ven than profefs'd Papijls , I do here declare, 
that thofe Evils which I am going to mention 
were all brought in upon us in the * worfl of 
Time , under the late Earl of Oxford's Admi- 
niftration, during the four laft Years of Queen 
Anne's Reign. That wicked Mini/ler was uni - 
verfally known to be a Papifl in his Heart. He 
was of a mofl avaritious Nature, and is faid to 
have died worth four Millions Sterl. befides his 
<vafl Expences in Building, Statues, Plate, Jew- 
els, and other cofly Rarities - He was of a 
mean obfcure Birth , from the very Dregs of the 
People j and fo illiterate, that he could hardly 
read a Paper at the Council Table. I forbear 
to . touch at his open prophane, profligate Life ; 
becaufe I defire not to rake into the AJhes of the 
Dead : And therefore I Jhall obferve this wife 
Maxim j De mortuis nil nifi bonum. 

* A Cant Word ufed by Whigs for the foitr lafl 
Years of fueen Ann eV Reign, during the Earl of 
Oxford’* Miniflry ; whofe Char after here is an 
exjaft Reverie in every Particular, 

X z This 
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This flagitious Man, in order to compafa 
liis black Deflgns, employed certain wicked 
Inftruments (which great Statefmen are never 
without) to adapt feveral London Cries, in fiich 
a Manner as would belt Anfwer his Ends. 
And, whereas it was, upon good Grounds, 
gt ievoufly fufpe£ted, that all Places at Court 
were loid'to the higheft Bidder ; certain Wo- 
men were employed by his Emiflaries, to cany 
Fijh in Bafkets on their Heads, and bawl through 
the Streets, Buy my frejb Pldces. I muft, 
indeed, own that other Women ufed the fame 
Cry, who were innocent of this wicked Defign, 
and really fold their Fifli of that Denomination, 
to get an honed Livelihood j but the reft, who 
were in the Secret , although they carried Fijb 
in, their Sieves or Bafkets, to fave Appearances j 
' yet drey had likewife a certain Sign, fomewhat 
refembling that of the Free-Mafons , which the 
Purchafers of Places knew well enough, and 
were directed by the Women whither they 
were to refort, and make their Purchafe. And, 
I remember very weil how oddly it look'd, 
when we obferved many Gentlemen finely 
dreft, about the Court-End of the Town, and 
as far as York-buildings , where the Lord Trea- 
surer of Oxford dwelt, calling the Women who 
cried. Buy my frejh Places , and talking to them 
in the Comer of a Street, until they underftood 
each other's. Sign. But we never could obferve 
that any Fifli was bought. 

Some Years before the Cries Iaft mentioned, 
the Duke of Savoy was reported to have made 

' certain 
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-certain Overtures to the Court of England , for 
admitting his el deft Son, by the Dutchefs of 
Orleans's Daughter, to fuccced to the Crown, 
as next Heir, upon the Pretender's being re- 
jected ; and that Son was immediately to turn 
Protejiant. It was confidently reported, that 
great Numbers of People difaffe&ed to the then 
Jllujfrious but now Royal Houfe of HanO'uer , 
-were in thofe Meafures. Whereupon, another 
Sett of Women were hired by the Jacobite 
Leaders, to cry through the whole Town, Buy 
my Savoys, dainty Savoys, curious Savoys, 
But I cannot dtre&ly charge the late Earl of 
Oxford with this Confpiracy , becaufe he was 
not then chief Minifter. However, this wicked 
Cry ftill continues in London , and was brought 
over hither, where it remains to this Day ; and 
is, in my humble Opinion, a very offenfive 
Sound to every true Protejiant , who is old 
enough to remember thofe dangerous Times. 

* During the Miniftry of that corrupt and 
Jacobite Earl above-mentioned, the ferret per- 
nicious Defigns of thofe in Power, was to fell 
Flanders to France : The Confequence of which 
muft have been the infallible Ruin of the States - 
General , and would have opened the Way for 
France t q obtain that uniyerfal Monarchy they 
have fo long aimed at ; to which the Britif 
Dominions muft, next after Holland , have bced 

• compelled to fubmit. Whereby the Protejinyt 
Religion would be rooted out of the World,* 

A Defign of this vaft Importance, after long 
Confultation among the Jacobite Grandees 

Xj * with 
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with the Earl of Oxford at their Head, was at 
laft determined to be carried on by the lame 
Method with the former : It was therefore 
again put in Pra&ice ; but the Conduct of it 
was chiefly left to chofen Men, whofe Voices 
were louder and ftronger than thofe of the other 
Sex : And upon this Occafion was firft inftitu- 
ted in London that famous Cry of Flounders. 
But the Criers were particularly directed to 
pronounce the Word Flaunders , and not Floun- 
ders. For, the Country which we now by 
Corruption call Flanders , is in its true Ortho- 
graphy ipelt Flounders , as may be obvious to 
ail who read 'old EngliJJ} Books; I fay, from 
lienee begun that thundering Cry, which hath 
ever fince dunned the Ears of ail London , 
made fo many Children fall into Fits, and Wo- 
men mifearry 5 Come buy my frejh Flaunders, 
curious Flaunders, charming Maunders, alive, 
alive, ho ; which laft Words can widi 
no Propriety of Speech be applied to Filh ma- 
nifeftly dead, (as I obferved before in Herring/ 
and Sal/non) but very juftly to Ten Provinces, 
containing many Millions of living Chriflians. 
But the Application is Hill cloler, when we 
confider that all the People were to be taken 
like Fijh(s in a Net j and, by Afllftance of the 
Pofe, who fe'ts up to be the unrverfal Fijher of 
Men, the whole innocent Nation was, according 
to our common Expreilion, to be laid as fiat 
as ^Flounder. 

I remember, myfelf, a particular Crier of 
Flounders in London, who arrived at fo much 
. Fame 


Digitized by Coogli 





certain Abuses, &c, sit 

Fame for the Loudnefs of his^oice, as to have 
the Honour of being mentioned, upon that Ac- 
count, in a Comedy. He hath dilhirbed me 
mapy a Morning, before* he came within Fifty 
Doors of my Lodging : And although I were 
not, in thofe Days, fo fully apprized of the 
Deligns which our common Enemy had then in 
Agitation ; yet, I know not how, by a fecret 
Impulfe, young as I was, I could not forbear 
conceiving a ftrong Diflike againft the Fellow ; 
and often faid to myfelf, “This Cry feems to be 
forged in the Jefuits School : Alas , poor .Eng- 
land ! I am grie<vaujly mifiake?i if there he not 
fo?ne Popifh Plot at the Bottom. I communi- 
cated my Thoughts to an intimate Friend, who 
reproached me with being too . vifionary in my 
Speculations : But it proved afterwards, that I 
conje&ured right. And I have fince refle&ed, 
that if the wicked Faftion could have procured 
only a Thoufand Men, of as ftrong Lungs as 
I . the Fellow I mentioned, none can tell how tcr- 
;i rible the Confequences might have been, not 
only to diefe two Kingdoms, but over all Eu- 
rope, by felling Flanders to France. And yet 
thefe Cries continue unpunished, both in London 
and Dublin j altho’, I confefs, not with equal 
Vehemency or Loudnefs $ becaufe the Reaion 
for contriving this defperate Plot, is, to our 
■’ great Felicity, wholly ceafed. 

It is well known, that the Majority of the 
Britijh Houle of Commons, in the laft Years 
of Queen Anne'' s Reign, were in their Hearts 
directly oppofite to die Earl of Oxford's perni- 
cious 
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cions Meafures ; which put him under the Ne- 
cdlity of bribing them with Salaries. Where- 
upon he had again Recourle to his old Politicks. 
And accordingly, his Emiflaries were very bufy 
in employing certain artful Women, of no good 
.Life and Converlation, (as it was fully proved 
before Juftice * Peyton ) to cry that Vegetable 
commonly called Sellery y thro’ the Town* * 
Thefe Women differ from the common Criers 
of that Herb, by fome private Mark which I 
could never learn $ but the Matter was notorious 
enough, and fufEciently talked of j and about 
the fame Period was the Cry of Sellery brought 
over into this Kingdom. But fince there is 
not, -at this prefect, the leaft Occafion to fuf- 
pe<5t the Loyalty of our Criers upon that Arti- 
cle, I am content that it may itill be tolerated. 

I fliall mention but one Cry more, which 
hath any Reference to Politicks j but is, indeed, 
of all others the moft infolent, as-well as trea- 
sonable, under our prefent happy Eftablifhment ; 

I mean that of Turnups ; not of Turnips , ac- 
cording to the beft Orthography, but abfolutely 
Turnups . Altho’ the Cry be of an older Date 
than fome of the preceding Enormities, for it 
began loon after the Revolution } yet was it 
never known to arrive at fo great an Height, 
as during the Earl of Oxford's Power. Some 
People (whom I take to be private Enemies) 
are, indeed, as ready as mylelf to profefs their 

* Ajamous Whig Juftice in tbofe Times . 

Pifapprobatioi* 

J i 
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Difapprobation of this Cry, on Pretence that it 
began by the Contrivance of certain old Pro- 
cureffes, who kept Houles of ill Fame, where 
lewd Women met to draw young Men into 
Vice. And this they pretend to prove 'by fome 
Words in the Cry; becaufe, after the Crier 
had bawled out, ‘ turnups , ho , buy my dainty 
* Turnups , he would fometimes add the two fol- 
lowing Verfes , 

'Turn up the Mijlrefs , and turn up the Maid, 

And turn up the Daughter, and be not afraid . 

This, fay fome political Sophifts, plainly 
fhews, that there can be nothing farther meant 
in fo infamous a Cry, than an Invitation, to 
Lewdnefs j which, indeed, ought to be fevere- 
ly punilhed in all well-regulated Governments ; 
yet cannot be fairly interpreted as a Crime of 
State. But, I hope, we are not fo weak and 
blind to be deluded at this Time of Day with 
fuch poor Evafions. I could, if it were pro- 
per, demonftrate the very Time when thofe two 
Verfes were compofed, and name the Author, 
who was no other than the famous Mr. S-ivan, 
fo well known for his Talent at . Quibbling, 
and was as virulent a Jacobite as any m Eng- 
land. Neither could he deny the Fa£l, when 
he was taxed for it in my Prefence, by Sir Henry 
Dutton-Colt, and Colonel Davenport , at the 
Smyrna Coffee-houfe, on the 10th of June , 
1701. Thus it appears to a Demonftration, 
that thofe Verfes were only a Blind to conceal 
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the mofl^dangerous Defigns of the Party, who* 
from the firft Years after the happy Revolution, 
ufed a Cant- way of talking in their Clubs, af- 
ter this-Manner : We bope to fee the Cards J buf- 
fed once more , and another King turn up 
Trump : And, When Jhall use meet over a Dljb 
of Turnups ? The fame Term of Art was 
ufed in their Plots againfl the Government* 
and in their treafonabk Letters writ in Cyphers, 
and decyphered by the famous Dr. Willes, as 
you may read in the Trials of thofe Times. 
This I thought fit to iet forth at large, and in 
fo clear a Light becaufe the Scotch and French 
Authors have given a very different Account of 
the Word Turnup j but whether out of Ig- 
norance or Partiality, I fhall not decree ; be- 
caule I am fure the Reader is convinced by my 
Pifcovery. It is to be obferved, that this Cry 
-was fung in a particular Manner, by Fellows 
in Difguife, to give Notice where thofe Traitors 
were to meet, in order to concert their villainous 
Defigns. 

I have no more to add upon this Article, than 
an humble Propofal, that thofe who cry this 
Root at prefent in our Streets of Dublin , may 
t>e compelled, by the Juftices of the Peace, to 
pronounce Turnip , and not Turnup j for, I 
am afraid, we have ftill too many Snakes in our 
Bofom, and it would be well if their Cellars 
were fbmetimes fearched, when the Owners 
leaft expeft it ; for I an? not out of Fear, that 
lattt Anguis in Herb a . 

Thus* 
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Thus, we are zealous in Matters of final! 
Moment, while we negleft thofe of the higheft 
Importance. I have- already made it mamfelf, 
that all thcfe Cries were contrived in the ^.vorji 
of 'Times, under the Miniftry of that delpirate 
Statefman, Robert late Earl of Oxford ; and 
for that very Realbn ought to be rejected with 
Horror, as begun in the Reign of Jacobites , 
and may well be numbered among the Rags 
of Ropery, 2nd Treafon : Or, if it be thought 
proper, that thefe Cries muft continue, furely 
they ought to be only trailed* in the Hands of 
true Protejiants who have given Security to th«: 
Sovernment. # 
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• To the Honourable . 

Houfe of Commons, &C. 

The humble PE T ITI 0 N of the , 
Footmen in and about the City of 

DUBLIN. 

% 

Written in the Year 1 732. . 

Humbly Sheweth, 

T HAT your Petitioners are a great and 
numerous Society , endowed with feveral 
Privileges, Time out of Mind. 

That certain lewd, idle , and diforderly Per- 
sons, for feveral Months pah, as it is notorioully 
known, have, been daily feen in the publick 
Walks of this City, habited fometimes in Green 
Coats , and fometimes laced , with long Oaken 
Cudgels in their Hands, and without Swords ; 
in Hopes to procure Favour by that Advantage, 
with a great Number of Ladies, who drequant 
thofe Walks ; pretending and giving themlelves 
out to be true genuine Irijh footmen \ whereas 
they can be proved tobe.no better than common 
7 oupecs } as a judicious Eye may foon difeover, 
by their auk-ward, clumfey, undented Gait, and 
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behaviour; by their Unfkilfulnefs in Drefs* 
even with the Advantage of our Habits ; , by 
their ill-favotired Cotifitenances ; with an Air 
of Impudence and Dulnefs peculiar to the reft of 
their Brethren, who have not yet arrived at that 
tranfcendeftt Pitch of Aflurance ; altho' it may 
be jiiftly apprehended, that they will do fo in 
Time, if thele Counterfeits fhall happen to fuc- 
eeed in their evil Defign, of patting for real 
lootmcny thereby to render themfelves more 
amiable to the Ladies. 

Your Petitioners do farther alledge, that ma- 
ny of the faid Counterfeits , upon a ftrift Ex- 
amination, have been found in the A& of Jb’ut - 
ting, faring , Jhvearing > fwaggering ) in a man-* 
ner that plainly ttiewed their bcft Endeavours to* 
imitate us. Wherein, altho’ they did not fuc-* 
eeedj yet by their ignorant and ungainly Way 
of copying our Graces, the utrnoft Indignity 
was endeavoured to be call upon our whole 
Profeflion. 

Your Petitioners do therefore make it their 
humble Requeft, that this Honourable Houfe (tai 
many of whom your Petitioners are nearly allied f 
tvili pleafe to take this Grievance into your molt 
ferious Confideration : Humbly fubmitting* 

whether it would not be proper, that certain 
Officers might, at the Pirblick Charge, be em- 
ployed to fearch for, and difcoVer all luch Coun- 
terfeit Footmen, to carry them bef ore the next 
Jufice of Peace } by whofe Warrant, upon the? 
frit Convi&ion, they ttiould be dripped of their 
Coats and Oaken Ornaments, anil be fet two 
Vol. IX. U Hours 
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Hours in the Stocks, Upon the fecond Con- 
viction, befides Stripping, be fet fix Hours in 
the Stocks, with a Paper pinned on their Breafls, 
fignifying their Crime, in large Capital Letters, 
and in the following Words : A. B. commonly 
called A , B. Ffq\ a Toupee , and a notorious 1 m- 
po/lor, who prejumed to perfonate a true Irijb 
Footman , 

And for any other Offence, the faid Toupee 
fhall be committed to Bridewell , whipped three 
Times, forced to hard Labour for a Month, 
mjd not to be fet at Liberty, tilMie fhall given 
fufficient Security for his good Behaviour. 

Your Honours will pleafe to obferve, with 
what Lenity we propofe to treat thefe enormous 
Offenders, who have already brought fuch a 
Scandal on our Honourable Calling , that feveral 
well-meaning People have miftaken them to be 
of our Fraternity $ in Diminution to that Credit 
and Dignity whereby we have fiipported our 
Station, . as we always did, in the worfi of 
Times. And we farther beg Leave to remark, 
that this was manifeftly done with a j editions 
Defign, to render us lefs capable of ferving the 
fublick in any great Employments, as feveral 
of our Fraternity , as well as our Ancejlors have 
done. 

We do therefore humbly implore your /fo- 
nours to give neeelfary Orders for our Relief in 
this prefent Exigency, and your Petitioners (as 
in Duty bound) fhall ever pray, &c. 

JPublin, 173a, 

THE 
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ADVANTAGES 

Propofed by • 

Repealing the Sacramental Teft } 
Impartially confidered. 

Written in the Year 173*. 

W Hoever writes impartially upon this 
Subje£l, mult do it not only as a mere 
fecular Man ; but as one who is altogether in- 
different to anyparticularSyltem of Chriftianity* 
And, I think, in whatever Country that Re- 
ligion predominates, there is one certain Form 
of Worfliip and Ceremony, which is looked 
upon as the Eftablilhed j and confequently only 
the Priefts of that particular Form, are main- 
tained at the publick Charge ; and ail civil 
Employments bellowed among thofe who com- 
ply (at leaft outwardly) with the fame Ella- 
olilhment. 

That Method is ftri&ly obferved, even by 
our Neighbours the Dutch , who are confcffed to 

U a* allow 
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allow the fulleft Liberty of Confcience, of any 
Chriftian Slate ; and yet are never known to a Jr 
mit any Perfons into Civil Offices, who do not 
conform to the legal Wor/hip. As to their 
Military Men^ they are indeed not fo fcrupu- 
lous j being, by the Nature of their Govern- 
ment, under a Neceflity' of hiring foreign 
Troops of whatever religious Denomination, 
upon every great Emergency ; and maintaining 
no final) Nurtfberin Time of Peace. 

This Caution, therefore, qf making one 
Eftablilhed Faith, fpems to' be uhivQrfal, 
and founded upon the ftrongeft Reafons ; the 
miftaken or affe&ed Zeal of Obftinacy and En- 
thuliafm, having produced fuch a Number of 
horrible deftru&ive Events, throughout all 
Chrifi endow. For, whoever begins to think the 
National Worfhip is wrong, in any important 
Article of Practice or Belief, will, if he befe- 
rious, naturally have a Zeal to make as many 
Profelytes as he can : And a Nation may po(- 
iibly have an hundred different Se£ts with their 
Leaders ; every one of which hath an equal 
Right to plead, that they muff obey God rather 
than Man ; muff; cry aloud and J 'pare not j muff 
lift up their Voice like a Trumpet. 

This was the very Cafe of England, during 
the Fanatick Times. And againft all this, 
there feems to be no Defence, but that of fup- 
porting one eftablilhed Form of Doctrine and 
Difcipline , leaving the reft to a bare Liberty 
pf Confcience $ but without any Maintenance 
pr Encouragement from the Publick. 

* . Where-; 
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Wherever this National Religion grows fo 
corrupt, or is thought to do fo by a very great 
Majority of landed People, joined to the go- 
verning Party, whether Prince or Senate, or 
both, it ought to be changed ; provided the 
Work might be done without Blood or Confu- 
lion* Yet, whenever fuch a Change (hall be 
made, feme other Eftablifhment mud fucceed, 
altho’ for the worfe j allowing all Deviations 
that would break the Union, to be only tolera- 
ted. In this Senfe, thofe who affirm that every 
Law which is contrary to the Law of God, is 
void in itfelf, feem tobemiftaken. For, many 
Laws in Popifb Kingdoms and States, many 
more among the 'Turks, and perhaps not a few 
in other Countries, are direCtly againft the Di- 
vine Laws ; and yet, God knows, are very . 
far from being void in the executive Part. 

Thus, for Inftance, If the three Efiates of 
Parliament in England (whereof the Lords 
Spiritual, who reprefent the Church , are one) 
fhould agree and obtain the Royal AfTent to 
abolifh Epifcopacy, together with the Liturgy, 
and the whole Frame of the Engli/h Church, as 
burthenfome , dangerous , and contrary to Holy 
Scripture j and that Prejhytery , Anahaptifm , 
Quaherifm , Independency , Muggletonianifm 9 
Bro'ionifm , Fantilifm, or any other fubdivided 
Se£t among us, fhould be eftablifhed in its 
Place j without Queftion, all peaceable Sub- 
jects ought paffively to fubmit j and the predo- 
minant SeCl muft become the Religion eflablifh- 
ed i the Publick maintaining no other Teach- 

' U 3 era* 
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ers, nor admitting any Perfons of a different 

religious Profeffion, into Civil Offices ; at lead, 

if their Intention be to preferve the Nation in 

Peace. 

Supnofing then, that the prefent Syftem of 
Religion were abolifhed ; and Presbyter y, 
which I find ftands the faireft, with its Sy- 
nods and Claffes, and all its Forms and Cere- 
monies, effential or circumftantial, were ere£l~ 
ed into the National Worfhip : Their Teach- 
ers, and no others, could have any legal Claim, 
to be fupported at the publick Charge, whether 
by Stipends or Tythes ; and only the reft of 
the fame Faith to be capable of Civil Employ- 
ments. 

If there be any true Reafoning in what I 
have laid down, it fliould feem that the Projeft 
now in Agitation for repealing the Teji A3, 
and yet leaving the Name of an Eftablifhment 
to the. prefent National Church, is altogether 
inconfiftent j and may admit of Confeqfiences, 
■which thofe, who are the mod indifferent to 
any Religion at all, are poffibly not aware of. 

I prefume, whenever the Teji fhall be repeal- 
ed, which obliges all Men, who enter into Of- 
fice under the Crown, to receive the Sacrament 
according to the Rites of the Church of Ire- 
land j the Way to Employments will imme- 
diately be left open to all DiJJenters , (except 
PapiJIs ) whofe Confciences can fuffer them to 
take the common Oaths, in filch Cafes prefcrib- 
ed ; after which, they are qualified to fill any 
Lay- Station in this Kingdom, from that of 
£hief Governor, to an Excife-Man, 

Thusj 
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Thus, of the thjree Judges on each Bench, the 
firft may be a Presbyterian, the fecond a Free- 
nuill Baptijl, and the third a Churchman ; the 
Lord Chancellor may be an Independent $ the 
Revenues may be managed by feven Commifli- 
oners of as many different Se&s $ and the like 
of all other Employments. Not to mention the 
ftrong Probability, that the Lawfulnefs of tak- 
ing Oaths may be revealed to the Quakers, 
who then will ftand upon as good a Foot for 
Preferment, as any other loyal Subjed. It is 
obvious to imagine, under fuch a motly Admi- 
niftration of Affairs, what a clafhing there will, 
be of Intereft and Inclinations ; what Pullings 
and Hawlings backwards and forwards 5 what 
a Zeal and Byafs in each Religionift, to ad- 
vance his own Tribe, and deprefs the others. 
For, I fuppofie, nothing will be readier grant- 
ed, than that how indifferent fpever moft Men are 
in Faith and Morals, ye t, whether out of Arti- 
fice, natural Complexion, or Love of Contra- 
diction, none are more obftinate in maintaining 
their own Opinions, and worrying all who dif- 
fer from them, than thofe who publickly fhew 
the leaft Senfe either of Religion or common 
Honefty. 

As to the latter, Bifliop Burnet tells us, that 
the Presbyterians, in the Fanatick Times, pro- 
feffed themfelves to be above Morality ; which, 
as we find in fome of their Writings, was num- 
bered among the beggarly Elements : And ac- 
cordingly, at this Day, no Scruples of Confid- 
ence, with Ifegard to Conformity, are, in any 

Trade 

- > r • 
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Trade or Calling, inconfillent with the greateffc 

Fraud, Oppreffion, Perjury, or any other Vice* 

This brings to my Memory a Paffage in 
Montaigne , of a common Proftitute, who, in 
the forming of a Town, when a Soldier came 
up to her Chamber, and offered Violence to her 
Chaflity, rather chofe to venture her Neck by 
leaping out of the Window than fuffer a Rape j 
yet ftill continued her Trade of Lewdnefs, 
while (lie had any Cuftomers left. 

I conf'efs, that, in my private Judgment, an 
unlimited* Permiffion of all Sells whatfoever 
(except Papijh ) tojenjoy Employments, would 
be Ids pernicious to the publick than a fair 
Struggle between two Contenders $ becaufe in 
the former Cafe, fuch a Jpmble of Principles, 
might pofftbly have the Effeft of contrary Poi- 
fons mingled together $ which a ftrong Confti- 
tution might perhaps be able for feme Time to 
furvive. 

But, however, I fhall take the other and 
more probable Suppofition, that this Battle for 
Employments is to be only between the Pref- 
bj tenant, and thofe of the Church^/ eftablilh- 
ed. I fli all not enter into the Merits of either 
Side, by examining which of the two is the bet- 
ter fpiritual Oeconomy, or which is moil fuited 
to our Civil Conftitution : But the Queftfcn turns 
upon this Point j when the Presbyterians fhall 
have got their Share of Employments, (which 
muff be one full half, or elfe they cannot look 
upon themfelves as fairly dealt with) I afk, 
whether they ought not, by tiieii^wn Princi- 
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pies, and by the ftri&eft Rules of Confcience, 
to ufe the utmoft of their Skill, Power, and In- 
fluence, in order to reduce the whole Kingdom 
to an Uniformity in Religion, both as to Doc-» 
trine and Difcipline, raoft agreeable to the 
• W ord of God. Wherein if they can fucceed 
without Blood (as under the prefent Difpofitioi* 
of Things it is very poffible they may) it is to 
be hoped they will at laft be fatisfied : Only 
I would warn them of a few Difficulties. The 
firft is ; for compromifmg among themfelves 
that important Controverfy about the Old Light 
and the New j which otherwife may, after this 
Ellabliffimcnt, fplit them as wide as Papiji and 
Protejlant , Whig and Tory , or Churchman and 
Dijfenter \ and confequent|y the Work will be 
to begin again. For in religious Quarrels, it 
is of little Moment how few or fmall the Diffe- 
rences are $ efpecially when the Difpute is only 
about Power. Thus the zealous Presbyterians 
of the North are more alienated from tne efta- 
bliffied Clergy, than from the Romijh- Prielts ^ 
taxing the former with idolatrous Worffiip, as 
ditguifed Papijls, Ceremony-mongers , and many 
other Terms of Art.j and this fora very pow- 
erful Reafon } becaufe the Clergy ftand in their 
Way, which the Popijh Prjells do not. Thus 
I am affured that the Quarrel between Old and 
New-Light Men , is managed with more Rage 
and Rancour, than any other Difpute of the 
higheft Importance $ and this, becaufe it ferves 
to leffen or increafe their feveral Congregations,, 
from whom they receive their Contributions. 

* Another 
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Another Difficulty, whioh may embarraft 
the Presbyterians after their Eftabliffiment, will 
be, how to adjuft their Claim of the Kirk's In- 
dependency on the Civil Power, with the Con- 
ftitution of this Monarchy ; a Point fo delicate, 
that it hath often filled the Heads of great Pa- 
triots with dangerous Notions of the Church- 
Clergy, without the lead Ground of Sufpicion. 

As to the Presbyterians allowing Liberty of 
Confcience to thofe of Epifcopal Principles, 
when their own Kirk fliall be predominant $ 
their Writers are fo univerfally agreed in the 
Negative, as well as their Practice during Oli- 
ver's Reign, that I believe no reafonable 
Churchman (who mud then be a Difenter) will 
expe&it. 

I fliall here take Notice, that in the Divifion 
of Employments among the Presbyterians , af- 
ter this approaching Repeal of the TeJI-Afl , 
fuppofing them, in proper Time, to have an 
equal Share, ,1 compute the Odds will be three 
or four to one on their Side, in any farther 
€cheme they may have towards making their 
Religion national. For, ,1 reckon all thofe 
Gentlemen fent over from England, whatever 
Religion they profefs or have been educated in, 
to be of that Party : Since it is no Mark of 
Prudence, for any Perfons to oppofe the Cur- 
rent of a Nation,, where they are in fome Sort 
only Sojourners j unlefs they have it in Direc- 
tion. 

If there be any Maxim in Politicks, not to be 
controuled, it mud be the following ; That 
# ' thole 


Digitized by Google 



Repealing the Sacramental Test, &c. 

thofe whole private Intereft is united with the 
Interell of their Ccrtmtry, fuppoling them to be 
of equal Underftanding with the reft of their 
Neighbours, will heartily wifti, that the Na- 
tion fhould thrive. Out of thefe are indubitably 
excepted all Perfons who are fent from another 
Kingdom, to be employed in Places of Profit or 
Power ; becaufe they can poftibly bear no Af- 
fection to the Place where they fojoum, even 
for Life ; their foie Bufmefs being to advance 
themfelves, by following the Advice of their 
Principals. I except likewife thofe Perfons who 
are taken into Offices, although Natives of the 
Land } becaufe they are greater Gainers while 
they keep their Offices, than they could poffibly 
be by mending the miferable Condition of their 
Country. 

• I except. Thirdly, all Hopers, who, by 
ballancing Accounts with themlelves, turn the 
Scale on the fame Side j becaufe the ftrong Ex- 
pectation of a good certain Salary, will out- 
weigh the Lofs by bad Rents, received out of 
Lands in fyloney-lefs Times. 

If my Lords the Bilhops, who, I hear, are 
flow employed in a Scheme for regulating the 
ConduCt and Maintenance of the inferior Cler-t 
gy, fball, in their Wifdom and Piety, and Love 
of the Church, confent to this Repeal of the 
Weft, I have not the leaft Doubt, that the whole 
Reverend Body will chearfully fubmit to their 
fpiritual Fathers ; of whofe paternal T ender- 
nefs for their Welfare they have already found 
fo many amazing Inftances. 

I am 
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I am not, therefore, under the leaft Concern 
about the Clergy on this Account. They will 
(for fame Time ) be no great Sufferers by this 
Repeal j becaule I cannot recollect among all 
our Se£b any one that giveth Latitude enough 
to take the Oaths required at an Inftitution to a 
Church-Living ; and until that Bar lhall be re- 
moved, the prefent Epifcopal Clergy are fafe 
for two Years. Although it maybe thought 
iomewhat unequal, that in the Northern Parts, 
where there may be three Diffenters to one 
Churchman , the whole Revenue lhall be engrol- 
fed by Him who hath fo final! a Part of the Cure. 

It is tine, indeed, that this Diladvantage 
which the Diffenters at prefent lie under, of a 
Dilability to receive Church-Preferments, will 
be eafily remedied by the Repeal of the 7 'eft. 
For the Diffenting Teachers are under no In- 
capacity of accepting Civil and Military Em- 
ployments j wherein they agree perfectly with 
the Popifh Clergy $ among whom, great Cardi- 
nals and Prelates have been Commanders of 
Armies, chief Minifters, Knights of many 
Orders, Ambalfadors, Secretaries of State, and 
in moft high Offices under the Crown j although 
they aflert the indelible Character, which no 
Sectaries among us did ever ajftume. But that 
many, both P rejbyterians and Independents , 
Commanders as well as private Soldiers, were 
profefled Preachers in the Time of their Domi- 
nion, is allow'ed by all. Cromwell himl’clf was 
a Preacher j and hath left us one of his Ser- 
mons in Print, exaflly in the lame Style and 

3 Manner 
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Manner with thofe of our modern Prejbyterian 
Teachers : So was Colonel Howard, Sir George 
Downing , and feveral others whofe Names are 
on Record. I can, therefore, fee no Realon 
why a painful Prejbyterian Teacher, as foon as 
die Tejl ihali be repealed, may not be privileged 
to hold, along with the Spiritual Office and Sti- 
pend, a Commiffion in the Army, or the Civil 
Lift, in Commendam : For, as I take it, the 
Church of England is the only Body^ef Chrijli- 
ans, which, in Effe£l, difqualifies thofe, who 
are employed to preach its Doctrine, from Ihar- 
ing in the Civil Power, farther than as Senators j 
Y et this was a Privilege begun in Times of 
Popery , many Hundred Years before the Refor- 
mation , and woven with the very Inftitution of 
our limited Monarchy. 

There is indeed another Method, whereby 
the Stipends of diflenting Teachers may be 
railed, and the Farmer much relieved $ if it 
ffiould be thought proper to reward a People fo 
deferving, and fo loyal by their Principles. 
Every Biffiop, upon the Vacancy of a Church- 
Living, can lequefter the Profits for the Ufe of 
the next Incumbent. Upon a Lapfe of half a 
Year, the Donation falls to the Archbifhop, 
and after a full Year to the Crown, during 
Pleafure. Therefore it would be no Hardfhip 
for any Clergyman alive, if (in thofe Parts of 
Ireland , where the Number of Se61aries much 
exceeds that of the Conform! fts) the Profits* 
when fequeftered, might be applied to the Sup* 
port of the dift'eming Teacher, who hath fo 
, Vot. IX. X many 
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many Souls to take Care of : Whereby the poof' 
Tenants would be much relieved in thefe hard 
Times, and in a better Condition to pay their 
Rents. 

But there is another Difficulty in this Mat- 
ter, againft which a Remedy doth not fo readi- 
ly occur. For, fuppofing th zTeJl-Aft repealed, 
and the Diffenters in Confequence fully qualifi- 
ed for all fecular Employments ; the Queftion 
may ftill be put, Whether thofe of Ireland will 
be often the Perlons on whom they . (hall be 
bellowed ; becaufe it is imagined, there may 
be another Seminary in View, more numerous 
and more t needy , as well as more meriting , and 
more eafily contented with fuch low Offices ; 
which fome nearer Neighbours hardly think it 
worth ftirring from their Chimney-fides to ob- 
tain. And, I am told, it is the common Prac- 
tice of thofe who are {killed in the Manage- 
ment of Bees, that when they fee a foreign 
Swarm, at fome Diftance, approaching with 
an Intention to plunder their Hives, thefe Ar- 
tifts have a Trick to divert them into fome 
neighbouring Apiary, there to make what Ha- 
vock they, pleale. This I fhould not have 
hinted, if I had not known it already to have 
gotten Ground in many fufpefting Heads: For 
it is the peculiar Talent of this Nation, to fee 
Dangers afar off: To all which, I can only 
fay, that our native Prejbyterians mull, by 
Rains and Induftry, raife fuch a Fund of Me- 
rit , as will anfwer to a Birth fix Degrees more 
to the North t If they cannot arrive at this Per- 
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fe£tion, as feveral of the Eftabliftied Church 
have compaffed by indefatigable Pains, I do 
not well fee, how their Affairs will much mend 
by repealing the 'Te/i : For, to be qualified by 
Law to accept an Employment, and yet to be 
difqualified in Fa£t, as it will much increafe the 
Mortification, fo it will withdraw the Pity of 
many among their Well-wiftiers, and utterly 
deprive them of that Merit they have fo long- 
made, of being a loyal true Protejlant People^ 
perlecuted only for Religion* 

If this happen to be their Cafe, they muft 
wait Maturity of Time ; until they can by 
prudent, gentle Steps, make their Faith become 
the Religion Eftabliftied in the Nation } after 
which, I do not in the leaft doubt, that they 
will take the molt effe&ual Method? to fecure 
their Power againft thofe who muft then be Dif- 
f enters in their Turn ; whereof, if we may form 
a future Opinion from prefent Times, and the 
Pifpofitions of Dijfenters , who love to make a 
thorough Reformation , the Number and Qualities 
^will be very inconfiderable. 

* Thus I have, with the utmoft Sincerity, af- 
ter long thinking, given my Judgment upon 
this arduous Affair j but with the utmoft Defe- 
rence and Submiflion to publick Wifdom and 
Power. * 
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Relating to the 

Sacramental TEST. 


Written in the Year 173a. 

% 

Query, ether Hatred and Violence 

▼ V between Parties in. a State be not 
more inflamed by different Views of Intereit, 
than by the greater or leffer Differences between 
them, either in Religion or Government ? 

Whether it be any Part of the Queftion at this 
Time, which of the two Religions is worle, 
Popery, or Fanaticifm ; or not rather, which of 
the two (having both the fame good Will) is 
in the hopefulleft Condition to ruin the Church ? 

Whether the Sectaries, whenever they come 
tp prevail, will not ruin the Church as infallibly 
and effectually as the Papifls ? 

Whether the prevailing SeClaries could al- 
low Liberty of Confluence to DiJJenters, with- 
out belying all their former Practice, and almoft 
all their former Writings ? 

Whether 
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Whether many hundred thoufand Scotch 
Prelbyterians, are not full as virulent againft: 
the Epifcopal Church, as they are againft 
the Papijls •, or, as they would have us think 
the Papijls are againft them.? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moll diftin- 
guifhed for allowing Liberty of Confcience, do 
ever admit any Perfons, who profefs a different 
Scheme of Worfhip from their own, into Civil 
Employments, although they may be forced by 
the Nature of their Government to receive mer- 
cenary' T roops of all Religions ? 

Whether the DiJJ'enters ever pretended, until 
of late Years, to defire more than a bare Tole- 
ration ? 

Whether, if it be true, what a fony Pam- 
phleteer afferts, who lately writ for repealing 
the T'efi, that the Dijfenters in this Kingdom 
gtre equally numerous with the Churchmen, it 
would not be a neceffary Point of Prudence, by 
all proper and lawful Means to prevent their 
further Increafe ? 

The great Argument given by thofe whom 
they calf low Churchmen, to juftify the large 
Tolerations allowed to DiJJ'enters, hath been $ 
that by fuch Indulgences, the Rancour of thofe 
Sectaries would gradually wear off, many of 
them would come over to us, and their Parties 
in a little Tiipe crumble to nothing. 

{sjuery. If what the above Pamphleteer afferts, 
that the Sectaries are equal in Numbers with 
Conformifts, be true, it doth not clearly follow, 
that thole repeated Tolerations have operated 
t X 3 direaty 
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direftly contrary to what thofe loiv Church Po- 
liticians pretended to forefee .and expeft ? 

Whether any Clergyman, however dignified 
or diftinguiftiea, if he think his own Profeffion 
mod' agreeable to holy Scripture, and the pri- 
mitive Church, can really with in his Heart, 
that all Se&aries fiiould be upon an equal Foot 
with the Churchmen, in the Point of Civil 
Power and Employments ? 

Whether Epifcopacy, which is held by the 
Church to be a Divine and'Apoftolical Inftitu- 
tion, be not a fundamental Point of Religion, 
particularly in that effential one of conferring 
Holy Orders ? 

Whether, by ncceffary Confequences, the fe- 
veral Expedients among the Sectaries to conftitute 
their Teachers are not abfolutely null and void? 

Whether the Se&aries will ever agree to Ac- 
cept Ordination only from Bilhops ? 

Whether the Bifhops and Clergy will be 
content to give up Epifcopacy, as a Point in-, 
different, without which the Church can not 
well fublift ? 

Whether that great Tendernefs towards 
Sectaries which now fo much prevails, be chief- 
ly owing to the Fears of Popery , or to that ’Spi- 
rit of Atheilin, Deifm, Scepticifm, and univerfa! 
Immorality, which ail good Men lb much la- 
ment ? 

Granting Popery to have many more Errors 
tn Religion than any other Branch of the Sala- 
ries, -let us examine die Actions of both as they 

have 
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have each affe&ed the Peace of thefe Kingdoms, 
with Allowance for the fhort Time which the 
Se&aries had to aft in, who are, in a Manner 
but of yejler day. The Papijls in the 'T ime of 
King fames the Second ufed all Endeavours to 
eftablifh their Superftition, wherein they failed, 
by the united Power of Euglijh Church-Prote- 
ftants, with the Prince of Orange's AfTiftance. 
But it cannot be . afferted, that thefe bigoted 
Papijls had the leaft Defign to oppofe or murder 
their King, much lets to abolifh kingly Govern-? 
raent j nor was it their Interelt or Inclination to 
attempt either. 

On the other Side, the Puritans , who had, 
almoft from the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, been a perpetual Thorn in the Church’s 
Side, joining with the Scotch Enthufiafts, in the 
Time of King Charles the Firft, were the prin- 
cipal Caufe of" the Irijh Rebellion and MaJjacre , 
by diftrefTmg that Prince, and making it im- 
poflible for him to fend over timely Succours. 
And, after that pious Prince had fatisfied his 
Parliament in every fingle Point to be complain- 
ed of, the fame Sectaries, by poifoning the 
Minds and Affections of the People with the 
inoft faife and wicked Reprefentations of their 
King, were able in the Compafs of a few Years 
to embroil the three Nations in a bloody Rebel- 
lion, at the Expence of many thoufand Lives j 
to turn the kingly Power into Anarchy ; to 
murder their Prince in the Face of the World, 
and (in their own Style) to defttoy the Church, 
Root and Branch, 

• The 
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The Account therefore hands thus,. The 
PapiJIs aimed at one pernicious Aft, which 
was to deftroy the Proteftant Religion j where- 
in, by God's Mercy, and the Afliftance of 
our , glorious King William , 'they abfolutely 
failed. The Seftaries attempted 'the three 
moft infernal Aftions, that could pofiibly en- 
ter into the Hearts of Men forfaken by God ; 
which were, the Murder of a moft pious King, 
the Deftruftion of the Monarchy, and the Ex- 
tirpation, of the Church } and. fucceeded in 
them all: 

tjpon which, I put the following Queries, 
Whether any of thofe Seftaries have ever yet, 
in a folemn publick Manner, renounced any 
one of thofe Principles upon which their Prc- 
deceflors then afted ? 

Whether, confidering the cruel Perfecuti- 
ons of the Epifcopal Church, during the Courfe 
of that horrid Rebellion and the Confequences 
of it, until the happy Rejloration , it is not ma- 
nifeft, that the perfecuting Spirit lies fo equally 
divided between the Paptfts and the Seftaries, 
that a Feather would turn the Balance on either 
Side ? 

And, therefore, laftly, Whether any Perfon 
of common Underftanding, who profefl'eth him- 
felf a Member of the Church Eftablifhed, al- 
though, .perhaps, with little inward Regard to 
any Religion (which is too often the Cafe) if he 
loves the Peace and Welfare of his Country ; 
can, after cool flunking, rejoice to fee a Power 
placed again in the Hands of fo reftlefs, fo am- 
bitious. 


Digitized by Google 



Sacramental TfeST. 437 

bitious, and fo mcrcilefs a F^iop, to aft over 
all the fame Parts a l’econd Tune? 

Whether the Candor of that Expreffion, fo 
frequent of ljite in Sermons and Pamphlets, of 
the Strength and Number of the Papills in Ire- 
land, can be jultified ? For as to their Number, 
however great, it is always magnified in Pro- 
portion to the Zeal, or Politicks, of the Speak- 
er and Writer $ but it is a grots Impofition 
upon common Real'on, to terrify us with their 
Strength. For Popery , under the Circum- 
ftances it lies in this Kingdom, although it be 
offenfive and inconvenient enough, from the 
Confequences it hath to encreale the Rapine, 
Sloth, and Ignorance, as well as Poverty of 
the Natives, is not properly dangerous in that 
Senfe, as fome would have us take it ; becaufe. 
it is univerfally hated by every Party of a 
different religious Prcfeflion. It is the Con- 
tempt of the Wife ; the belt Topick for Cla- 
mours of defigning Men ; but the real T error 
only of Fools. The landed Popijh Intcreft 
in England , far exceeds that among us, even 
in Proportion to the Wetkh and Extent of 
each Kingdom. The little that remains here is 
daily dropping into Frotejlant Hands, by Pur- 
chale or Delcent ; and that afiefted Com- 
plaint of counterfeit Converts, will fall with 
the Caufe of it, in half a Generation} uni els 
it be railed or kept alive, as a continual 
Fund of Merit and Eloquence. The Papijls 
are wholly difarmed : They have neither Cou- 
rage. Leaders, Money, nor Inclinations to 

rebel : 
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rebel: They wp every Advantage which 
they formerly poftefled, to follow that Trade ; 
and wherein, even with thofe Advantages, 
they always mifearried : They appear very 

eai'y, and fatisfied under that Connivance 
which they enjoy’d during the whole laft Reign; 
nor ever lcmpled to reproach another Party, 
under which they pretend to have fuffered lo 
much Severity. ‘ , x ’ 

Uponthefe Conliderations I muft confefs to 
have fufpended much of my Pity towards the 
great Dreaders of Ropery : Many of whom ap- 
pear to be hale, ftrong, aftive young Men ; 
who, as I am told, eat, drink, and deep 
heartily ; and are very che3rful (as they have 
exceeding good Realon) upon all other Sub- 
. jefts. However, I cannot tco much commend 
the generous Concern which our Neighbours, 
and others who come from the fame Neigh- 
bourhood, are lb kind to exprefs for us upon 
‘this Account ; although the former be farther 
removed from the Danger of Popery , by T wen- 
ty Leagues of Salt Water: But this, I fear, 
is a Digrelfion. * ’ ' •- 

When an artificial Report was raifed here 
many Years ago, of an intended Invafion by 
the Pretender (which blew over after it had 
done its Office) the Diffenters argued in their 
Talk, and in their Pamphlets, after this Man- 
ner, applying themfelves to thofe of the Church : 
Gentlemen, if the Pretender had landed, as 
the Law now Hands, we durft not alfiHyou ; 
god therefore, unlefs you take off the Teft % 

when- 
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whenever you {hall happen to be Invaded in 
Earned, if we are deiired to take up Arrasr 
in your Defence, cur Anlwer Jhall be, Pray 
Gentlemen fight your own Battles, we will 
lie by quietly ; conquer your Enemies by 
yourfelves, if you can j we will not do your 
Drudgery. This Way of Reafoning I have 
heard from feveral of their. Chiefs and Abet- 
tors, in an Hundred Conversations ; and 
have read it in Twenty Pamphlets: And, 
I am confident, it will be offered again, if 
the Project fhould fail, to take off the ‘Tejl. 

Upon which Piece of Oratory and Reafon- 
ing, I form the following Query. Whether, 
in Cafe of an Invafion from the Pretender 
(which is not quite fo probable as from the 
Grand Signior) the DiJ) enters can with Pru- 
dence and Safety offer the fame Plea ; ex- 
cept they fhall have made a previous Stipu- 
lation with the Invaders ? And, Whether the 
full Freedom of their Religion and Trade, 
their Lives, Properties, Wives and Children, 
are not, and have not always been, reckoned 
fufficient Motives for repelling Invafionsj 
efpeciallyin our Sectaries, who call themfelves 
the trueji Protcfiants , by Virtue of their pre- 
tended or real Fiercenefs again A Popery. 

Whether Omitting or Neglecting to cele- 
brate the Day of the Martyrdom of thcbldfcd 
King Qharles the Firft, enjoined by ACt of Par- 
liament, can bejuftly reckoned a particular and 
diftinguilhing Mark of good AffcCtion to the 
prefent Government ? 

Whether 
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Whether in thofe Churches where the laid 
Day is obferved,it will fully anftfrer the Intent 
of the laid Aft, if the Preacher (hall commend, 
excufe, palliate, or extenuate the Murder of 
that Royal Martyr $ and place the Guilt of 
that horrid Rebellion, with all its Confe- 
rences, the following Ulurpations, the entire 
Deftruftion of the Church, the cruel and con- 
tinual Perfecutions of thofe who could be dif- 
covered to profefs its Doftrines, with the en- 
fuing Babel of Fanaticifm, to the Account of 
that blelTed King ; who, by granting the Peti- 
tion of Right, and pafling every Bill that could 
be alked for the Security of the Subjeft, had, 
by the Confeflion of thofe wicked Men, bo- 
fore the War began, left them nothing more 
to demand ? 

Whether fuch a Preacher as I have named, 
(whereof there hath been more than one , not 
many Years pall, even in the Prefence of the 
Viceroys) who takes thatCourfe, as a Means 
for Promotion, may not be thought to Hep a 
little out of the common Road, in a Mo- 
narchy where the Defendants of that moil 
bleflfed Martyr hare reigned to this Day ? 

I ground the Reafon of making thefe Que- 
ries bn the Title of the Aft } to which I refer 
the Reader. 
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REASONS 

Humbly offered to the 

Parliament of I r e l a n d. 

For Repealing the 

SACRAMENTAL TEST, &V. J 

I T is well known, that the firft Conquerors 
of this Kingdom were EngHJb Catholicks , 
Subjefb to Englijb Catbolick Kings, from 

whom, 

{j In the Years 1712, and 1733, an Attempt 
• was made for repealing the Tcfl A 3 in Ireland, 
introduSory of a like Attempt in England, 7 he 
«i various Arguments for it were anjhvered in 
every Shape j but no way more ejfeBually than 
by examining what Pretence the Prefbvtcrians 
had to Jharc in all the Privileges of Govern- 
ment, either from their own Principles and Be- 
haviour , or compared ■ with thofe of other Sc 3 a- 
ries. Under the former Head they were fully 
filencrd by our Author , in The Presbyterians 
Vol. IX. Y Plea 
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whom, by their Valour and Succefs, they ob- 
tained large Portions of Land given them as a 
Reward for their many Vi&ories over the lrijh *? 
To which Merit our Brethren the Diflenters, of 
any Denomination whatfoever, have not the 
leaft Pretenfions. 

It is confeffed, that the Pofterity of thole 
fvrft vi&orious Catholicks were often forced to 
rife in their own Defence, againft new Colonies 
from England , who treated them like mere na- 
. tive lrijh, with innumerable Opprcflions.} de- 
priving them of their Lands, and driving them 
by Force of Anns into the mod defolate Parts 
of the Kingdom ; till in the next Generation, 
the'Children of thefe Tyrants were ufed in the 
fame manner by new Englijh Adventurers^ 
which Praftice continued for many Centuries. 
But it is agreed on all Hands, that no Infur- 
reftions were ever made, except after great 
Oppreflions by frelh Invaders. Whereas ail 
the Rebellions of Puritans, Presbyterians, In- 
dependents, and other Sectaries, conftantly be- 
gan before any Provocations were given, except 
that they were not differed to change tire 
Government in Church and State, and feize 

pi/ of Merit impartially examined. They are 
720 -xv put in the Balance with Pap ids, whom, as 
they have fometimes ftyled them Brethren in Ad - 
nserfitj, they 210x0 difpute with for Preference in 
Power } which when they have adjuftfd, it will 
then be time enough to put in fk(ir Claim to be 
Part of the Eflablijbmiit, 
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both into their own Hands ; which, however, 
at laft they did, with the Murder of their 
King, and of many Thoufands of his beft: 
Subjects. 

The Catholicks were always Defenders of 
Monarchy, as conftituted in thefe Kingdoms 5 
whereas our Brethren the Dijfenters were al- 
ways Republicans,both in Principle and Prac- 
tice. ' * ' 

It is well known thft all the Catholicks of 
fhefe Kingdoms, both Priefts and Laity, are 
true Whigs , in the beft and moft proper Senfe 
of the Word; bearing, as well in their Hearts, 
as in their outward Profeffion, an entire Loyal- 
ty to the Royal Houfe of Hanover, in the Per- 
son and Pofterity of George II. againft the 
P retender and all his Adherents, To which 
they think themfelves bound in Gratitude as 
well as Confidence, by the Lenity wherewith 
they have been treated fince the Death of 
Queen Anne , fo different from what they fuf- 
fered in the four laft Years of that Princefs, 
during the Adminiftration of that ‘wicked Mi- 
nirter, the Earl of Oxford. 

The Catholicks of this Kingdom humbly 
hope, that they have at leaft as fair a Title as 
any of their Brother Diffenters, to the Appel- 
lation of Protejiants. They have always fro - 
tejied againft the felling, dethroning, or mur- 
dering their Kings ; againft the Ulurpations 
and Avarice of the Court of Rome ; againft 
Deifm , Atheifm , Socinianifm, Quakerifm, Mug- 
gletQriianifm , Fanaticijki, Brvwnifm , as well as 
' Y a againft 
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againft all Jews, c furks , Infid eh, and Here* 
ticks. Whereas the Title of Prot eft ants afl'um- 
ed by the whole Herd of Diflenters (except 
©urfelves) dependeth entirely upon their Pro- 
tefiitig againft Archbijhops , Bijhops , Deans ani 
Chapters, with their Revenues $ and the whole 
Hierarchy j which are the very Expreflions 
%ifed in Tlse Solemn League and Covenant, 
where the Word Popery is only mentioned 
ad invidiam j becauj§ the Catholicks agree 
■with the Epifcopal Church in tliofe Funda- 
mentals. 

Althongh the Catholicks cannot deny, that 
in the great Rebellion againft King Charles I. 
more Soldiers of their Religion were in the 
Parliament Army than in his Majefty’s 
Troops, and that many Jefuits and Friers 
went about in the Difguife of Presbyterian 
and Independent Minifters to preach ilp Rebel- 
lion, as the beft Hiftorians of thofe Times in- 
form us ; yet the Bulk of Catholicks in both 
Kingdoms preferved their Loyalty entire. 

The Catholicks have fome Reafon to think rt 
a little hard, when their Enemies will not 
pleafe to diftinguifh between the rebellious 
Riot committed by that brutal Ruffian, Sir 
Phelim O Heal with his tumultuous Crew of 
Rabble, and the Forces raifed afterwards by 
"the Catholick Lords and Gentlemen of the Eng* 
Ujh Pale, in Defence of the King, after the 
Englijb Rebellion began. It is well known, 
that his Majefty’s Affairs were in great Dif- 
fraction fome time bejjpre, by an Invalion of 

tbs 
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the Covenanting , Scottijh , Kirk Rebels, and by 
the bafe Terms the King was forced to ac- 
cept, that they might be kept in Quiet, at a 
Juncture when he was every Hour threatened 
at home by that Fanatick Party, which foon 
after fet all in a Flame. And, if the Catbo - 
lick Army in Ireland fought for their King a- 
gainft the Forces fent over by the Parliament* 
then in a&ual Rebellion againft him, what Per- 
fon of loyal Principles can be fo partial to de- 
ny that they did their Duty, by joining with 
the Marquis of Ormond , and other Comman- 
ders, who bore their Commiflions from the 
King ? For which, great Numbers of them 
loft their Lives, and forfeited their Eftates 
a great Part of the latter being now pof* ' 
feffed by many Defendants from thofe 
very Men who had drawn their Swords in the 
Service of that rebellious Parliament which 
cut off his Head, and deftroyed Monarchy. 
And, what is more amazing, although the 
fame Perfons, when the Irijb were intirely 
fubdued, continued in Power under the Rump, 
were chief Confidents, and faithful Subjects 
to Crofnvjell , yet being wife enough to fore- 
fee a Refioration , they feized the Forts and 
Caftles here, out of the Hands of their old 
Brethren in Rebellion , for the Service of the 
-King j juft faving the Tide, and putting in a 
Stock of Merit, fufficient not only to preferve 
the Land which the Catholicks loft by their 
Loyalty, but likewife to preferve their Civil 

Yy and 
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and Military Employments, or be higher ad<r 
vanced. 

Thofe Infurre&ions wherewith the Catkdiekr 
are charged, from the Beginning of the Se- 
venteenth Century to- the great Englijb Rebelli- 
on, were occasioned by many Oppreflions they 
lay under. They had no Intention to intro- 
duce a ne-vj Religion, but to enjoy tire Liber- 
ty of preferring the old j the very fame which 
their Anceftors profeffed from the Time that 
ChrijUanity was firft introduced into this 
I (land, which was by Catholic ks ; but whether 
mingled with Corruptions, as fbme pretend, 
doth not belong to the Queftion. They had 
no Defign to change the Government ; they 
never attempted to fight againft, to imprifon, 
to betray, to fell, to bring to a Trial, or to 
murder their King. The Schifmaticks afled 
by a Spirit dire&ly contrary j they united in 
a; Solemn League and Covenant, to alter the 
■whole Syftem of Spiritual Government, efta- 
felifhed in all Christian Nations, and of Apo- 
ftolick Institution j concluding the Tragedy 
with the Murder of the King in cold Blood, 
and upon mature Deliberation j at the fame 
time changing the Monarchy into a Com- 
monwealth. 

The Catbolicks of Ireland , in the great Re- 
bellion, loft their Eftates for fighting in Defence 
of their King. The Schifmaticks, who cut off 
the Father’s Head, forced the Son to fly for 
bi^ Life, arid overturned the whole’ ancient 
Frfime of Government, Religious and Civil; 

obtained 

\ 
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obtained Grants of thofe very Eftates which 
the Catkolicks loft in Defence of the ancient 
Conftitution, many of which Eftates are 
ait this Day poffelTed by the Pofterity of 
thofe Schifmaticks : And thus they gained by 
their Rebellion what the Catkolicks loft by their 
Loyalty. 

* We allow the Catholich to be Brethren of 
the DifTenters ; forae People, indeed, (which 
we cannot allow) t would have them to be our 
Children, becaufe nve both diffent from the 
Church Eftablifhcd, and both agree in abolilh- 
ing this perfecuting Sacramental Teftj by 
which negative Difcouragement we are both 
rendered incapable of Civil and Military Em- 
ployments. However, we cannot but won- 
der af the bold Familiarity of thefe Schifma- 
ticks, in calling the Members of the National 
Church their Brethren and Fellonv-Proteftants . 
It is true, that all thefe Setts (except the Ca- 
tholicks) are Brethren to each other in Fatti- 
on, Ignorance, Iniquity, Perverfenef^ Pride, 
and (if we except the Quakers) in Rebellion, 
But, how the Churchmen can be ftyled their 
Fellow P rot eft ant s, we cannot comprehend. 
Becaufe, when the whole Babel of Settaries 
joined againft the Church, the K4ng, and the 
Nobility for twenty Years, in a Match at 
Foot Ball, where the Proverb exprefly tells 
us, that All are Fellows ; while the three 
Kingdoms were tofledto and fro, the Churches, 
and Cities, and Royal Palaces fluttered to 
Pieces by their Balls, their Buffets , and their 

z Kicks i 
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Kicks : the Vigors would allow no more 
Fellows at Football } but murdered, fe- 
queftered, plundered, deprived, banifhed to 
the Plantations, or enilaved all their Oppofers 
who had loft the Game. 

It is faid the World is governed by Opinion ; 
and Politicians affure us, that all Power is 
founded thereupon. Wherefore, 'as all human. 
Creatures are fond to Diftra61ion of their own 
Opinions, and fo much thfe more, as thofe 
Opinions are abfurd, ridiculous, or of little 
Moment ; it muft follow, that they are equally 
fond of Power. But no Opinions are maintain- 
ed with fo much Obftinacy as thofe in Religion, 
elpecially by fuch Zealots who never bore the 
lead Regard to Religion, Conference, Honour, 
Juftice, Truth, Mercy, or common Morality,, 
farther than in outward Appearance ; under 
the Mafic of Hypocrify, to promote their dia- 
bolical Defigns . And therefore Bifliop Burnet , 
one of their Oracles, tells us honeftly, that the 
Saints of thofe Fanatick Times pronounced 
themfelves above Morality ; which they rec- 
koned among beggarly Elements \ but the Mean- 
ing of thofe two lalt Words thus applied, w? 
confefs to b’^above our Underftanding. 

Among thofe Kingdoms and States which 
firft embraced the Reformation, England ap- 
pears to have received it in the molt regular 
Way; where it was introduced in a peaceable 
Manner, by the fupreme Power of a King, 
and the three Eftates in Parliament ; to which, 
as th? highelt legislative Authority, all Subjects 
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are bound paffively to fubmit. Neither was 
there much Blood fhed on fo great a Change of 
Religion . But a confiderable Number of Lords, 
and other Perfons of Quality thro' the Kingdom, » 
ftill continued in their old Faith, and were-, 
notwithftanding their Difference in Religion, 
employed in Offices Civil as well as Military, 
more or lefs jn every Reign, until the Tett Aft 
in the Time of King Charles II. However, 
from the Time of the Reformation, the Num- 
ber of Catholicks gradually and confiderably lef- 
fened. So that in the Reign of King Charles I. 
England became, in a great Degree, a Pro- 
teftant Kingdom, , without taking the Seftaries 
into the Number 4 the Legality whereof, with 
refpeft to human Laws, the Catholicks never 
dilputed : But the Puritans , and other Schif- 
maticks, without the leaft Pretence to any fuch 
Authority, by an open Rebellion, deftroyed 
that legal Reformation, as we oblerved before, 
murdered their King, and changed the Mo- 
narchy into a Republick. It is therefore not 
to be wondered at, if the Catholicks , in fuch a 
Babel of Religions, chofe to adhere to their own 
Faith left them by their Anceftors, rather than 
feek for a better among a Rabble of hypocriti- 
cal, rebellious, deluding Knaves, or deluded 
Enthufiafts. 

We repeat once more, that if a national Re- 
ligion be changed by the fupreme Legiflative 
Power, we cannot difpute the human Legality 
of fuch a Change, But we humbly conceive, 
that if any confiderable Party of Men which 

differs 
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differs from an Eftablifhment, either old or 
mew, can deferve Liberty of Confcience, it 
ought to conftft of thofe who, for want of Con- 
viction, or of a right underftanding the Merits 
of each Caufe, conceive themfelves bound in 
Confcience to adhere to the Religion of their 
Anceftofs, becaufe they are of all others lead 
likely to be Authors of Innovations, either in 
Church or State. 

On t’other Side ; If the Reformation of Re- 
ligion be founded upon Rebellion againft the 
King, without whole Confent, by the Nature 
of our Conftitution, no Law can pafs ; if this 
Reformation be introduced by only one of the 
three Eftates, I mean the Commons, and not 
by one half even of thofe Commons, and this 
by the Affiftance of a rebellious Army; again, 
if this Reformation were carried on by the Ex- 
clulion of Nobles both Lay and Spiritual, (who 
conftitute the two other Parts of the three 
' Eftates)' by the Murder of their King, and by 
• abolishing the whole Syftem of Government ; 
the CathoUcks cannot lee why the Succeffors of 
thofe Schifmaticks, who are univerfallyaccufed 
by all Parties except themfelves, and a few in- 
famous Abettors, for ftill retaining the fame 
- Principles in Religion and Government, under 
which their Predeceffors aCted, Ihould pretend 
to a better Share of Civil or Military Truft, 
Profit, and Power, than the CathoUcks, who, 
during all that Period of twenty Years, were 
continually perfecuted with the utmoft Severity, 
. • •' f • • merely 
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merely on account of their Loyalty and con- 
ltant Adherence to Kingly Power. 

We now come to thofe Arguments for re- 
pealing the Sacramental Teft, which equally 
affect the Catholicks , and their Brethren the 
Diflenters. 

FirJJy We agree with our Fellow- Diffenters, 
that * Perfection merely for Confcience Sake, is 
againjl the Genius of the Gpfpel. And fo like- 
wife is any Law for depriving Men of their na- 
tural and civil Rights which they claim as Men. 
W e are alio ready enough to allow, that the 
fmalleji negative Difcouragements for Uniformi- 
ty's Sake are fo many Perfections. Becaufe, it 
cannot b<f denied, that the Scratch of a Pin is 
in fome Degree a real Wound, as much* as a 
Stab thro’ the Heart. • In like Mapner, an In T 
capacity by Law for any Man to be made a 
Judge, a Colonel, or juftice of the Peace, 
merely on a Point of Confcience, is a negative 
Difcouragement , and confequently a real Perfe- 
cntion : For, in this Cafe, the Author of the 
Pamphlet quoted in the f Margin puts a very 
pertinent and powerful Queftion : If God be the 
foie Lord of the Confcience, why Jhould the Rights 
of Confcience be fubjefl to human Jurifdiflion ? 
Now to apply this to the Catholicks the Belief 
of Traniiibftantiation is a Matter purely of Re- 
ligion and ConfciencP, which doth net ajfctt the 
.political Inter efl of Society , as fuck : Therefor e t 

, , 4 1 

* Vid. Reafons for the Repeal of the Sacra - 
mental Tell. + Idem,' 

Wlj 
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Why fhould the Rights of Conjcicnce, whereof 
God is the yo/^LoRD, be fubjeSi to human Ju- 
rifdiilion ? And why fliould God be deprived 
of this Right over a Catbolick' s Confcience, any 
more than over that of any other Diffenter ? 

And whereas another Author among our 
Brethren the Diflenters, hath veiy jultty com- 
plained, that by this persecuting Tell Aft, 
great Numbers of true Protefants have been 
forced to leave the Kingdom, and fly to the 
Plantations, rather than flay here branded 
with an Incapacity for Civil and Military Em- 
ployments } we do affirm, that the Catholicks 
can bring many more Inftances of the fame 
Kind ; tome Thoufands of their Refigion ha- 
ving *been forced by the Sacramental Teft, to 
retire into other Countries, rather than live 
here under the Incapacity of wearing Swords, 
fitting in Parliament, and getting that Share 
of Power and Profit which belong to them as 
Fellow ChriJHans , whereof they are deprived 
ynerely upon Account of Confcience, which would 
not allow them to take the Sacrament after the 
Manner prefcribed in the Liturgy. Hence it 
clearly follows in the Words of the fame * Au- 
thor, That if we Catholicks are uncapahle of 
Employments , we are punijhed for our Dijfent , 
that is, for our Confcienc ^ which wholly turns 
upon political Confiderations . 

The Catholicks are willing to acknowledge 
the King’s Supremacy, whenever their Brethren 

t f 

* See Reafons againji the T £$T. 
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thfi iDiflenters {hall pleafe to fhew them an Ex- 
ample., ... 

Further, The Catbolicks , whenever their 
Religion (hall come to be the national eftabli (li- 
ed Faith, are willing to undergo the fame T cjl 
offered by the Author already quoted. His 
Words are thefe : To end this Debate , by putting 
it upon a foot which I hope will appear to every 
impartial Perfon a fair and equitable one : We 
Catholicks propofe, with Submijfon to the pro - 
per Judges, that effectual Security be taken 
again]} Perfection, by obliging all who are ad- 
mitted into Places of Power and Trufl, what- 
ever their religious Profejfion be, in the mof Jo- 
lemn Manner, to difclam perfecting Principles . 
It is hoped thePublick will take Notice of thele 
Words j Whatever their religious Profeffion be ; 
which plainly include the Catholicks j and for 
■which vve return Thanks to our Dijfeting Brc- 
, thren. 

And, whereas it is objected by thofe of the 
eftabliflied Church, that if the Scmfmaticks and 
Fanaticks were once put into a Capacity of 
poffeiTmg Civil and Military Employments, 
they would never be at cafe till they had railed 
their own way of Worfhip into the national Re- 
ligion, thro’ all his Majeity’s Dominions, equal 
with the true orthodox Scottijh Kirk 5 which 
when they had once brought to pafs, they 
would no more allow Liberty of Conference tio 
Epifcopal DiflTenters, than they did in the Time 
of the great Englijh Rebellion, »*m the fucceeding 
Vol. IX. Z Fanatick 
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Fanatick Anarchy, till the King was reftored. 
There is another veiy learned fchifmaticaj 
* Pamphleteer, who, in Anlwer to a malignant 
Libel, called, < The Prefbjterian Plea of Merit,' 
&c. clearly wipes oft this Afperfion } by at- 
Airing all Epifcopal Proteftants of the prefent 
Church, upon his own Word, and to his own 
Knowledge, that our Brethren the Diffenters 
will never offer at fuch an Attempt. In like 
Manner, the Catholicks, when legally required^ * 
. will openly declare upon their lVords and Ho- 
nours, that, as fcon as their negative Difcou - 
ragements and their Perfection /hall be remov- 
ed by repealing the Sacramental Teft, they 
will leave it entirely to the Merits of the Caufe, 
whether the Kingdom /hall think fit to make 
their Faith the eltablifhed Religion or not. 

And again, Whereas our Prejbyterian Bre- 
thren in many of their Pamphlets, take much 
Offence, that the great Rebellion in England , 
the Murder of the King, with the entire 
Change of Religion and Government, artperr 
petually objefted againft them, both in and out 
of Seafon, by our common Enemy, the jpre- 
fent Conformifts ; we do declare in the Defence 
of our faid Brethren, that the Reproach afore- 
faid is an old voom-out thread - bare Cant, which 
they always difdained to anfwer : And I very 
well remember, that, having once told a cer- 
tain Conformift, how much I wondered to heap 

* 

* Vindication °f the Protefiant Diffenters. » 
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, him and his Tribe dwelling perpetually on* 
fo beaten a Subje6l 5 he was pleafed to divert 
the Difcotlrfe with a foolifh Story, which I can- 
not forbear telling to his Difgrace. He faid, 
there was a Clergyman in Yorkfhire y who for 
fifteen Years together preached every Sunday 
againft Drunkennefs : Whereat the Parifhioners 
being much offended, complained to the Arch- 
bifhop j who having fent for the Clergyman* 
and feverely reprimanded him, the Minifter 
had no better an Anfwer, than by confefllng 
the Fail ; adding* that all the Parifh were 
Drunkards j that he defired to reclaim them, 
from once Vice before he would begin upon an- 
other 5 and, fince they ftill continued to be as 
great Drunkards as before* he refolved to go 
on, except his Grace Would pleafe to forbid 
him. 

We are very ferifible how heavy ah Accufa- 
tion lieth upon the Catbolicks of Ireland y that 
ibme Years before King Charles If. was refto- 
red, wlien theirS and the King’s Forces were 
entirely reduced, and the Kingdom declared 
by the Rump to be fettled ; after all his Maje- 
fty-s Generals were forced to fly to France y or 
other Countries, the Heads of the faid Catho - 
licks who remained here in an enflaved Condi- 
tion, joined to fend an Invitation to the Duke 
or Lorratn $ engaging, upon his appearing here 
with his Forces, to deliver Up the whole Ifland 
- to his Power, and declare him their Sovereign ; 
Which, after the Reftoration, was proved 

Z a againft 
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againft them by Dean Boyle, fmte Primate, 
who produced the very original Inftrament at 
the Board. The Catholic b freely acknow- 
ledge the Fa£t to be true j and, at the fame 
Time, appeal to all the World, whether a 
wifer, a better, a more honourable, or a more 
juftifiable Project, could have been thought of. 
They were then reduced to Slavery and Begga- 
ry by the Englijh Rebels, many Thoufands of 
them murdered, the reft deprived of their 
Eftates, and driven to live op a fmall Pittance 
- in the Wilds of Connaught ; at a Time when 
either the Rump or Cromwell abfolutely govern- 
ed the three Kingdoms. And the Queftion 
will turn upon this, Whether the Catholicks , 
deprived of all their Pofleftipns, governed with 
a Rod of Iron, and in utter Delpair of ever 
feeing the Monarchy reftored, for the Prefer- 
vation of which they had fuffered To much, were 
to be blamed for calling in a foreign Prince of 
their own Religion, who had a confiderable 
Army to lupport them, rather than fubmit to 
fo infamous an Ufurper as Cromwell , or fuck a 
bloody and ignominious Conventicle as the 
Rump. And I have often heard not only our 
Friends the Diftenters, but even our common 
Enemy the Ccnformifts, who arc converfant in 
the Hiftory of thofe Times, freely confefs, that 
confidering the miferable Situation the Irijb 
were then in, they could not have thought of a 
braver or more virtuous Attempt $ by which 
they might haye been Inftrumeifts Qf reftoping 

. the 
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th.fi lawf\il Monarch, at leaft to the Recoveiy 
t)f England and Scotland, from thofe Betrayers * 
and Sellers, and Murderers of his Royal Fa- 
ther* ' * 

To conclude, Whereas die laft quoted Au- 
thor complains very heavily and frequently of 
a Brand that lies upon them,dt is a great Mi- 
ftake t Far the firft original Brand hath beeri 
long taken off $ orily we confel’s, the Sear will 
probably remain, and be vilible for ever to thofe 
who know the Principle* "by which they a61ed, 
and until thofe Principles fhall be openly re- 
nounced ; elfe it muft continue to all Genera- 
tions, like the Mark fet upon Cain, which 
fome Authors fay defcended to all his Pofterity ; 
or like the Roman Nofc and Aujirian Lip, or 
like the long Bag of Flelh hanging down from 
the Gills of the People in Piedmont . But as 
for any Brands fixed on Schifm’aticks for feveral 
Years paft, they have been all made with cold 
Iron j like Tlfieves, who by the Benefit of 
the Clergy are condemned to be only burn- 
ed in the Hand j but efcape the Pain and the 
Mark, by being in Fee with # the Jaylor. 
Which Advantage the Schifmatical Teachers, 
will never want, who, as wc are affured, and 
of which there is a very frejh Injlance, have the 
Souls, and Bodies, and Purfes of their People 
a hundred times more at their Mercy, than the 
Catholick Priefts could ever pretend to.- 

Therefore, upon the whole, the Catbolich 
do humbly petition (-without the kaji Information 

Zs ■ °f. 
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of * Tbreatnbig ) that upon ffiis favourable Junc- 
ture their Incapacity for Civil and Military 
Employments may be wholly taken off, for the 
very fame Reafons fbefides others more cogent) 
that are now offered by their Brethren the Dip- 
fenters. 

And. your Petitioners , as in Duty bound, JhaU 
ever pray, &c. 

Dublin, Nov, 17331 



* SOME 

REASONS 

AGAINST 

The BILL for fettling the Tythe of 
Hemp, Flaxy &c. by a Modus. 

' ' ’ V, 

Written in the Year 1734. 

y * 

T HE Clergy did little expefl to have ally 
Caufe of Complaint againft the prefent 
Houfe of Commons ; who in the laft Sefliona 
were pleafed to throw out a Bill fent them from 
the Lords, which that Reverend Body appre- 
hended would be very injurious to them, if it 
paded into a Law : And who, in the prefent 
Seflions, defeated the Arts and Endeavours of 
jScbifmaticks to repeal the Sacrament Teft . 

For, altho’ it hath been allowed, on: all 
Hands, that the former of thofe Bills might, 
by its neceffary Confequences, be very difpleaf- 
ing to the Lay Gentlemen of the Kingdom, 
for many Rcafons purely lecular } and that this 
laft Attempt fpr repealing the T^/?, did much 
jnore affect, at preicnt, the Temporal Intercft 
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than the Spiritual ; yet the whole Body of did 
lower Clergy hayei, upon both thofe Occafions, 
exprcffed equal Gratitude to that honourable 
Houle, for their Jtiftice and Steadinefs, as if 
the Clergy alone were to receive the Benefit. 

It mull needs be therefore a great Addition 
to the Clergy’s Grief, that fuchttn Afiembly 
as the preleixt Houie of Commons lliould now, 
With an Expedition more than ufiial, agree to 
a Bill for encouraging the Linsn Manufacture, 
with a Claufe whereby the Church is to lofe two 
•Farts' in tliree of the legal Tythe in Flax and 
Hemp. * ... 

Some Reafons why thfe Clergy think filch a 
Law will be a great Hardfhip upon them, are* 
I conceive, thofe that follow. I lhall venture to 
enumerate them with all Deference due to 
ifiat honourable Affembly. 

Firf y The Clergy fuppofe that they have not* 
by any Fault or Dement, incurred the Difplea- 
fure of the Nation’s Reprefentatives » Neither 
can the declared Loyalty of the prefent Set, 
from the higheft Prelate to the loweft Vicar, be 
in die leaft difputed : Becaufe, there are hard- 
ly ten Clergymen through tire whole Kingdom, 
for more than nineteen Years paft, who have 
not been either preferred entirely upon account 
of their declared Affection to the Hanmner Line, 
or" higher promoted as the due Reward of the 
fame Merit. 

There is not a Landlord in the whole King- 
dom, refiding Ibme Part of the Year at Jws 
Country Seat, who is not in his own Confidence 
. .. . fully 
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Rilly convinced, that the Tythes of his Mini r 
fterhave gradually funk, for fome Years part, 
one Third, or at leaft one Fourth of their for- 
mer Value, exclufiveof all Non-folvencies. 

The Payment of Tythes in this Kingdom is , 
fubjeCt to fo many Frauds, Brangles, and other 
' Difficulties, not only from Tapifis and DiJJen- 
ters , but even from thofe who profefs themlelves 
Protefiants ; that by the Expence, the Trouble, 
and Vexation of cohering or bargaining for 
them, they are of all other Rents the moft pre- 
carious, .uncertain, and ill paid. 

The Landlords in moftParifhes expeCt, as a 
■Compliment, that they' fhall pay lfttle more-thah 
half the Value of the Tythes for the Lands they 
hold in their own Hands ; which often cbhfift . 
of large Domains : And it is the Mihifter’s 
Intereft to make them eafy upon that Article, 
when he conftders what Influence thofe Gentle- 
men have upon their Tenants. 

The Clergy cannot but think it extremely 
fevere, that in a Bill for encouraging the Linen 
Manufacture they alone muft be the Sufferers, 
who can leaft afford it. If, as I am told, there 
. be a Tax of Three Thoufand Pounds a Year, 
paid by the Publick, for a farther Encourage- 
ment to the faid Manufacture, are not the Cler- 
gy equal Sharers in the Charge with the reft of 
their Fellow Subjects $ What fatisfaCtory Rea- 
fon can be therefore given why they alone fhould 
.bear die whole additional Weight, unlefs it will 
• be alledged, that their Property is not upon an 
: equal Foot with the Properties of other Men. 

They 
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They acquire their own fmall Pittance, by sft 
lead as horieft Means as their Neighbours the 
X-andlords poflefe their Eftates ; and have been 
always fuppofed, except in rebellions or fana- 
tical Times, to hive as good a Title : For, no 
Families now in being Can (hew a more ancient. 
Indeed if it be true mat fome Perfons (I hope 
they were not many) were feen to laugh when 
the Rights of the Clergy were mentioned; in 
this Cafe, an Opinion may poflibly be foon ad- 
vanced, that they have no Rights at all* And 
this is likely enough to gain Ground* in Pro* 
portion as the Contempt of all Religion (hall 
wcreaie, which is already irt a very forward 
Way. , 

It is laid, there will be alfo added in this 
Bill a Claiife for diminilhing the Tythe of 
Hops, in order to cultivate that ufeftil Plant 
among us : And here, likewile, tfeeLoadisto 
lie entirely on the Shoulders of the Clergy, 
while the Landlords reap all the Benefit. It 
will not be eafy to forelee wh ether fuch Proceed- 
ings are like to flop : Or whether by the fame 
Authority, in civil Times, a Parliament may 
not as juftly challenge the fame Power, in re* 
ducing all Things tytheable, not below the 
tenth Part of the ProduS. (which is, and ever 
will be the Clergy’s equitable Right) but from 
a tenth Part to a fixtieth or eightieth* and from 
thence to nothing. 

I have heard it granted by (kilful Perfons* 
that the Pra&ice of taxing the Clergy by Par- 
liament, 
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Kament, without their own Confent, is a new 
thing, not much above the Date of feventy 
Years : Before which Period, in Times of 
Peace, they always taxed themfelves. But 
things are extremely altered at prefcnt : It is 
not now fufficient to tax them in cotnmon with 
their F ellow Subjects, without impofing an ad- 
ditional Tax upon them, from which, or from 
any thing equivalent, all their Fellow Subjects 
are exempt j and this in a Country profefling 
Chrifiianity . 

The greateft Part of the Clergy throughout 
this Kingdom have been ftrippedof their Glebes 
by the Confufion of Times, by Violence, Fraud, 
Opprefiion, and other unlawful Means j all 
which Glebes are now in the Hands of the 
Laity. So that they now are generally forced 
to lie at the Mercy of Landlords, for a fmall 
Piece of Ground in their Parifhes, at a moft 
exorbitant Rent, and ufually fpr a fhort Term 
of Years j whereon to build a Houfe, and ena- 
ble them to refide. Yet in Spite of thefe Dif? 
advantages, I am a Witnefs that they are ge- 
nerally more conftant Refidents tnan their 
Brethren in England ; where the meanell Vicar 
hath a convenient Dwelling, with a Barn, a 
Garden, and a Field or two for his Cattle $ 
befidesthe Certainty of his little Income from 
honeft Fanners, able and grilling not only to 
pay him his Dues, but likewife to make him 
Prefents, according to their Ability, for his 
jb^tjter Support. In all which Circumftances, 

the 
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the Clergy of Ireland meet with a Treatment 

dire&ly contrary. 

• It is hoped the honourable Houfe willconfi- 
der that it is impofftble for the moft ill-min.ded, 
avaricious, or cunning Clergyman, to do the 
leaft Injuftice to the meaneft Cottager in his 
Parifh, in any Bargain for Tythes, or other 
Ecclefiaftical Dues. He can, at the utmoft, only 
demand to have his Tythe fairly laid out j and 
does not once in a hundred Times obtain his 
Demand. But every Tenant, from the poor- 
eft Cottager to the moft fubftantial Farmer, can, 
and generally doth, impofe upon the Minifter, 
by Fraud, by Theft, by Lies, by Perjuries, by 
Infolence, and fometimes by Force j notwith- 
ftandiflg the utmoft Vigilance and Skill of him- 
felf and his Prohor. Infomuch, that it is al- 
lowed the Clergy in general receive little more 
than one half of their legal Dues j not includ- 
ing the Charges they are at in collecting or bar- 
gaining for tliem» 

The Land Rents of Ireland are computed to 
above two Millions, whereof one Tenth a- 
mounts to two hundred thoufand Pounds. 
The beneficed Clergymen, excluding thofe of 
this City, are not reckoned to be above five 
hundred ■> by which Computation, they ftiould 
each of them polfefs two hundred Pounds a 
Year, if thofe Tythes were equally divided, al- 
though in well cultivated Corn Countries it 
ought to be more j whereas they hardly receive 
one half of that Sum, with great Defalcations, 

\ and 
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andin very bad Payments. There are indeed, 

% few Glebe* in the North pretty confiderable, 
but if thefe and all the reft were in like Manner 
equally divided, they would not add five Pounds 
a Year to every Clergyman. Therefore, whe- 
ther the Condition of the Clergy in general 
among us be hable to Envy, or able to bear a 
heavy Burthen, which neither the Nobility nor 
Gentry, nor Tradefmen, nor Farmers, will / 
touch with one of their Fingers 5 this, I fay, 
is fiibmitted to the honourable Houfe. 

One terrible Circumftance in this Bill is, that 
of turning the Tythe of Flax and Hemp into 
what the Lawyers call a Modus, or a certain # 
Bum in lieu of a tenth Part of the Product, 
And by this Pra&ice of claiming a Modus in 
many Pari flies, by ancient Cuftom, the Clergy 
f n both Kingdoms have been almoft incredible 
Sufferers. Thus, in the prefent Cafe, the Tythe 
©f # a tolerable Acre of Flax , which by a Medi-r 
urn is worth twelve Shillings, is by the prefen| 
Bill reduced to fourShillings. Neither is this the 
worft Part in a Modus ; every determinate Sum 
inuft in Procefs of Time fij)k from a fourth to 
a four and twentieth Part, or a great deal low- 
er, by that neceffary Fall attending the Value 
of Money, which is now at leaft nine Tenths 
lower all over Europe than it was four hundred 
Years ago, by a gradual Decline } and even a. 
third Part, at lean, within our own Memories, 
jn purchafing almoft every thing required for 
the Neceffitiesf or Conveniencies of Life ; a$ 
Vol. IX. A a any 
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any Gentleman can atteft, who hath kep& 
Houfe for twenty Years paft. And this wilk 
■equally aifc£t poor Countries as well as rich. 
"For, although I look upon it as an Impoffibili- 
ty that this Kingdom fhould ever thrive under 
its prefent Difad vantages, which without a 
Miracle muft ftill increafe ; yet, when the 
whole Cafti of the Nation (half fink to Fifty thou- 
fand Pounds, we muft, in all our Traffick 
abroad, either of Import, or Export, go by the 
general Rate at which Money is valued in thofe 
Countries that enjoy the common Privileges of 
human Kind. For this Reafon no Corporation 
(if the Clergy may prefume to call themfelves 
one) ftiould by any means grant away their 
Properties in Perpetuity, upon any Confidera- 
-tion whatfoever ; which is a Rock that many • 
■Corporations have fplit upon, to their, great 
Impoverishment, and fometimes to their utter 
Undoing j becaufe they are 1'uppofed to lub- 
filt for ever, and becaufe no Determination’ of 
Money is of any certain perpetual intrinfick Va- 
lue. This is known enough in England , where 
.Eftates lett for ever, fome hundred Years ago, 
by feveral ancient ’noble Families, do not at 
this prefent pay their Pofterity a twentieth Part 
of what they are now worth at an eal'y Rent. 

A Tax affefting one Part of a Nation, which 
already bears its full Share in all Parliamentary 
Impofitions, cannot poflibly be juft, except it be 
inflicted as a Punilhment upon that Body of 
. Men which is taxed, for fome great Demerit, 

.... 
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or Danger to the Pubtick, apprehended from 
thofe upon whom it is laid : Thus the Papi/fs 
and Non-jurors have been doubly taxed for re- 
filling to give proper Securities to the Govern- 
ment; which cannot be obje&ed againft the 
Clergy. And therefore if this Bill ftioukl pafs, ; 

I think it ought to be with a Preface, fhewing 
wherein they have offended, and for what Dif- 
affeCtion or other Crime they are punifhed. 

If an additional Excife upon Ale, or a Duty 
upon Flefli, and Bread, were to be enabled, 
neither the Victualler, Butcher, nor Baker* 
would bear any more of the Charge than for 
what themfelves confumedj but it would be an 
equal general Tax through the whole King- 
dom : Whereas, by this Bill, the Clergy alone 
are avowedly condemned to be deprived of their 
ancient, inherent, undifputed Rights, in order 
to encourage a Manufacture, by which all , 
the reft of the Kingdom are luppofed to be 
Gainers. .... 

This Bill is dire&ly againft Magna Chart a > 
whereof the firft Claufe is for confirming the 
•inviolable Rights of Holy Church ; as well as 
contrary to the Oath taken by all our Kings at 
their Coronation, where they fwear to del end 
and protect the Church in all Rights. 

A Tax laid upon Employments is a very 
different thing. The Profeffors of Civil and 
Military Employments are no Corporation ; 
neither are th$y any Part of our Conllitution ; 
their Salaries, Pay, and Perquifites are all 
A a a change- . 
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changeable at the Pleafure of the Prince who 
beftows them, although the Army be paid from 
Funds raifed and appropriated by the Legifla- 
ture. But the Clergy, as they have little Rea- 
ton to expeft, fo they defire no more than their 
ancient legal Dues j only indeed with the Re- 
moval of many grievous Impediments in the 
Colle&ion of them ; which it is to be feared, 
they muft wait for until more favourable Times* 
It is well known that they have already, of 
their own accord, /hewn great Indulgence to 
their People upon this very Article of Flax, 
feldom taking above a fourth Part of their 
Tythe for fmall Parcels, and oftentimes nothing 
at all, from new Beginners ; waiting with Pa- 
' tience until the Farmers were able, and until 
greater Quantities of Land were employed in 
that Part of Hulbandry ; never fufpefling that 
their good Intentions fhould be perverted in fo 
fingular a Manner to their Detriment, by that 
very Aflembly which, during the Time that 
Convocations (which are an original Part of 
our Conftitution, ever fince Cbrifliariity became 
National among us) are thought fit to be fuf- 
pended, God knows for what Reafon, or from 
what Provocations ; I fay, from that very Af- 
fembly, who, during the Intervals of Convo- 
cations, fliould rather be fuppofed to be Guar- 
dians of die Rights and Properties of the Cler- 
gy, than to make the lealt Attempt upon 
either. 


I have 
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I have not heard, upon Enquiry, that any 
of thole Gentlemen, who, among us without 
Doors, are called the Court-Party, difcover the' 
leaft Zeal in this Affair. If they had Thoughts 
to interpofe, it might he conceived they would 
Ihew their Difpleaiure againft this Bill, which’ 
muft very much leffen the Value of the King’s' ‘ 
Patronage upon Promotion to vacant Sees, in 
the Difpofal of Deanries, and other coniidera-' 
ble Preferments in the Church, which are in 
the Donation 'of the Crown } whereby the > 
Viceroys will have fewer good Perferments to 
fceftow on their* Dependents, as well as upon 
the Kindi ed of Members, who may have a 
fufficient Stock of that Sort of Merit, whatever ' 

future Times moft 

» i 

fucceeding in their 
Endeavours to procure a Repeal of the Teji, 
have loft nothing, but continue in a full En- 
joyment of their Toleration ; while the Clergy, 
without giving the leaft Offence, are by this * 
ipill deprived of a confiderable Branch of their 
ancient legal Rights, whereby the Schifmatical 
Party will have the Pleafure of gratifying their * 
Revenge. Hoc Grail njoluere. 

The Farmer will find no Relief by this Mo- 
dus, becaufe when his prefent Leafe /hall ex-r 
pi re, his Landlord will infallibly raife the 
Kent, in an equal Proportion, upon every Part 
of Land where Flax is fown, and have fo mud} 
a better Security for Payment at the Expence 
of the Clergy, 


it may be, 

prevail. 

The DijTenters , by 
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If we fudge by Things paft, it little avaifa 
that this Bill is to be limited to a certain Time 
of Ten, Twenty, or Thirty Years. For no 
Landlord will ever confent that a Law (hall ex- 
pire, by which he finds himfelf a Gainer ; and 
of this there are many Examples as well in 
England as in this Kingdom. 

The great End of this Bill is by proper En- 
couragement to extend: the Linen Manufacture 
intothofe Countries where it hath hitherto been 
little cultivated : But this Encouragement of 
IfJJhimg the *7 ythe of Flax and Hemp is one of 
fuch a Kind, as it is to he feared, will have a 
direCUj contrary EffoCf. Becnufe, if 1 am 
rightly informed, no Set of Men hath, for their 
Number and Fortunes, been more induftrious 
and fuccefsful than the Clergy, in introducing 
that Manufacture into Places which were unac- 
quainted with it, by perfuading their People to 
low Flax and Hemp, by procuring Seed for 
them, and by having them inffrufted in the 
Management thereof ; and this they did not 
without reafonable hopes of increasing the Va- 
lue of their Parifhes after feme time, as well 
, as of promoting the Benefit of the Publick. 
But it this Modus (hould take Place, the Clergy 
will be fo far fircin gaining, that they will be- 
come Lofers by their extraordinary Care, by 
having their beft Arable Lands turned to Flax 
and Hemp , which are reckoned great Impo- 
verifhers of Land : They cannot therefore be 
Warned, If they ihould Ihew as much Zeal to 

prevent 
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prevent its being introduced or improved in 
their Parifhes as they hitherto have fhewed in 
the introducing and improving it. This, I 
am told, fome pf them have already declared, 
at leaft fo far as to re/olve, not to give themfelves 
any more Trouble than other Men, about pro- 
moting a Manufacture, by the Succefs of which: 
they only of all Men are to be Sufferers. Per- 
haps the giving even a further Encouragement 
than the Law doth, as it now ftands, to a Set 
of Men who might on many Accounts be fo 
ufefui to this Purpofe, would be no bad Me- 
thod of having the great End of the Bill more 
effectually anfwered : But this is what they 
are far from defiring ; all they petition for is 
no more than to continue on the fame Footing 
with the reft of their Fellow SubjeCs. 

. If this Modus of paying by the Acre be to 
pafs into a Law, it were to be wifhed that 
the fime Law would appoint one or more 
fwom Surveyors in each -Pari fh, to meafure the 
Lands on which Flax and Hemp are fown, as 
alfo would fettle the Price of Surveying, and 
determine whether the Incumbent or Farmer is 
to pay for _ each annual Survey. Without 
fomething of this Kind there muft conftantly 
be Difputes between them, and the neighbour- 
ing jdftices of Peace muft be teized as often as 
thofe Bifputes happen. 

I had written thus far, when a Paper was 
fent to me with feveral Keafong againft the 

Bill, 
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Bill, fome whereof, although they have been 
already touched are £ut in a better Light, and 
the reft did not occur to me. I ihall deliver 
them in the Author's own Words. 

JJ. B. Some Alterations have been made in 
the Bill about the Modus, ftnee the above 
Paper vjos written j but they are of little 
Motttent, 
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Farther REASONS 

AGAINST 

The BILL for fettling the 
* . Tythe of Hemp, Flax, &c. 

I. flpHAT Tythes are the Patrimony of the 
JL Church $ and if not of Divine Origi- 
nal, yet at leaft of great Antiquity. ! , 

II. That all Purchafes and Leafes of Tythe- 
ahle Lands, for many Centuries paft, have been 
made and taken, fubjeft to the Demand of 
Tythes, and thofe Lands lold and taken juft fo 
much the cheaper on that Account. 

III. That if any Lands are exempted from 
TytheS, or the legal Demands of fuch Tythes 
leflcned by A6I of Parliament, fo much Value 

is taken from the Proprietor of the Tythes, , 
and vefted in the Proprietor of the Lands, or 
his head Tenants. . • ; - 

IV. That 


Digitized by Google 


*74- Farther Reasons again]} fettling the 

IV. That no innocent unoffending Perlon 
can be fo deprived of his Property without the 
greateft Violation of cbitfftion Juftice. 

V. That to do this upon a.Profpeft of En- 
couraging the Linen or any other Manufac- 
ture, is ailing upon a very raiftaken and un- 
juft Suppofition ; inafmuch as the Price of the 
Lands fo occupied wilf be no way l^flened to 
the Earmer by fuch a Law. 

VI. That the Clergy are content chearfully 
to bear (as they now do) any Burthen in com- 
mon with their Fellow Subjects, either for the 
'Sujpport of his Majefty's Government, or ’the 
Encouragement of the Trade of the Nation 
but think it very hard that they fhould be » 
fmgled out to pay heavier Taxes than others, 
at a Time when by the Decreafe of theva- 
lue of their Payifhes they are lefs able to beat 
them. 

VII. That the Legiflature hath heretofore 

diftinguifhed the Clergy by Exemptions, and 
not by additional Loads, and the prefent Cler- 
gy ot the Kingdom hope they have not der 
fei ved worfe of the Legiflature than their Pre- 
deceffors, ; 

VIJI. That by the original Conftitution of 
thefe Kingdoms, the Clergy had the fof,e Riglit 
of taxing themfelves, and were in PoffefTion of 
that Right as low as the Reiteration ; and if 
that Right be now devqjved upon the Com- 
mons by the Ceflion of the Clergy, the Com r 
mons can b$ confidered in this Cafe in no 

other 
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other Light than as the Guardians of the 
Clergy. • 

IX. That, befides thofe Tythes always in 
the Poffeffion of the Clergy, there are fome 
Portions of Tythes lately come into their Pof- 
feflion by Purchafe ; that if this Claufe fhpuld 
take place, they would not be allowed the Be- 
nefit of thefe Purchafes upon an equal Foot of 
Advantage with the reft of their Fellow Sub- 
je£b. And that fome Tythes in the Hands 
of Impropriators are under Settlements and 
Mortgages. > * 

X, . That the Gentlemen of this Houfe fhould 

confider,that loading the Clergy is loading their 
own younger Brothers and Children, with this 
additional Grievance, that it is taking from the 
younger and poorer to give to the elder and 
fidler ; And, t - ’ 

Laftly, That if it were at any Time juft and 
proper to do this, it would- however be too le- 
vere to do it now, When all the Tythes of 
the Kingdom are known for fome Years paft 
to have dunk above one third Part in their 
Value, . .. . 

Any Income in the Hands of the Clergy, is 
at leaft as ufeful to the Publick as the fame In- 
, come in the Hands of the Laity. 

; It were more reafonable to grant the Cler- 
gy in three Parts of the Nation an additional 
Support, than to diminifh their prefent Sub- 
fiftence. 

Great Employments are and will be in the 
.JJands of.it ffglijkmn, aothing left for tlie 
’ younger 
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younger Sons of Irijbmen but Vicarages, Tide* 
Waiters Places, &c. therefore no reafcn td 
jnake them worfe. 

The Moduf upon the Flax in England affeCh 
/only Lands reclaimed fince the Year 1600, and 
is at the Rate of five Shillings the Englijb Acre, 
which is equivalent to eight Shillings and eight 
Pence Irijb, and that to be paid before the Far- 
mer removed it from the Field. Flax is a 
Manufacture of little Confequence in Eng- 
land, but is the Staple in Ireland , and if if 
increafes (as it probably will) muft in many 
Places joftle out Cprn, becaufe it is more 
gainful. * 

The Clergy of the Eftablifhed Church have 
no Intereft, like thofe of the Church of Rme , 
diftinCt from the true Intereft of their Country, 
and therefore ought to liifter under no diflSna 
Impofitions or Taxes of any kind. 

The Bill for fettling the Modus of Flax hi 
England was brought in the firft Year of the 
Reign of King George I. when the Clergy lay 
very unjuftly under the Imputation of fome 
Difaffe&ion ; and to encourage the bringing in 
,of fome Fens in Lincoln/hire which were not tp 
he continued under Flax ; but it left ail Lands 
where Flax had been fown before that Time 
pnder the fame Condition pf Tything in which 
they were before the pafling of that Bill 1 
•Whereas this Bill takes away what the Clergy 
are actually pbnefled of. 

That the Woollen Manufacture t$ the Staple 
of England, as the Linen is that of Ireland, yet 
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no Attempt was ever made in England to re- 
duce the Tythe of Wool for the Encourage- 
ment of that Manufacture. This Manufacture 
hath already been remarkably favoured by the 
Clergy, who have hitherto been generally con- 
tent with lefs than half, fome with fix Pence a 
•Garden, and fome have taken nothing. 

Employments, they fay, have been taxed ; 
the Reafons for which Taxation will not hold 
with regard to Property, at Leaft till Employ- 
ments become Inheritances. The Commons 
always have had lb tender a Regard to Proper- 
ty, that they would never fuffer any Law to 
pafs, whereby any particular Perfons might b$ 
aggrieved without their own Confent. 
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JtB OUT the Year when her late Majefy 
of blejfed Memory y thought proper to change ' 
her Mini/fry, and brought in Mr. Harley, Mr* • 
St. John, Sir Simon Harcpurt, and fome 
ethers 3 the firjl of thefe being made an Earl 
and Lord Treafurer , be was foon after blamed 
by his Friends y for not making a general Sweep 
of all the Whigs, as the Latter did of their 
Afverfaries , upon her»Majefys Death , when 
they came into Power. At that Time a great 
Number of Parliament Men , amounting to above 
two Hundred , grew fo warm upon the Slow- 
nefs of the Treafurer in, this Party that they 
formed ibemf elves into a Body t under the Name 
of the October Club, and bad many Meetings, 
to confult upon fome Methods that might fpur ort. 
thofe in Power , fo that they might make a 
quicker Difpatch , tn removing all of tbe Whig 
Leaven from tbe Employments they fill pojJejfeJ. 
To prevent the ill Confequences of this Difcontent 
among fo maty worthy Members j the ref of the 
Mintflry joined with the Treafurer , partly to 
pacify , and partly to divide thofe who were in 
greater Hafe than moderate Men thought con* 
venient* It was well know n t that the fufpof- 
* * ‘ Bb 3 v *4 


J 


/ ^ 


Digitized by Google 



%%% The Publiflier to the Reader. 

id Author met a confderable Number of this 
Club in a publick Houfe , where he convinced 
them very plainly of the Treafurer's Sincerity, m 
with many of thofe very Reafons, which are 
urged in the following Difcourfe , befides fome 
ethers, which were not Jo proper to appear at 
that Time in Print. 

The Treafurer alledged in his Defence, that 
Jitch a Treatment would not confifl with Pru- 
dence, becaufe there were many Employments to 
be befowed, which required Skill and Practice $ 
that fevered Gentlemen who pojfejfed them , bad 
been long verfed, very loyal to her Majefy, had 
never been violent Party Men, and were ready 
to fall into all honef Meafures for the Service 
of their Queen and Country . But however, as 
Offices became vacant , %e would humbly re- 
commend to her Majejiy fuch Gentlemen % whofe 
Principles with Regard both to Church and 
Slate , his Friends would approve of, and he 
nvould he ready to accept their Recommenda- 
tions. Thus the Earl proceeded in procuring 
Employments for thofe who defervedthem by their 
Honeffy, and Abilities to execute them •, which 
l confefs to have been a Singularity not very like- 
ly to be imitated. However, the Gentlemen of 
this Club f ill continued uneajy that no quicker 
Progrefs was made in Removals, until thofe 
who were leaf violent, began to f often a little, . 
or by dividing them , the whole Affair dropped. 
During this Difficulty, we have been affured , 
that the following Difcourfe was very feafon - 
ably publijhed with great SusccfSf fis-wing the 

lP» • 
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Difficulties that the Earl of Oxford lay under y 
and his real Defire, that all Perfons in Em- 
ployment Jhould be true loyal Churchmen , zealous 
for her Majefty's Honour and Safety , as well as 
for the Succejfion in the Houfe of Hanover, if the 
!%ueen Jhould happen to die without Ijfue. This 
Difcourfe hewing been publijbed about the Tear 
1711, and many of the Fails forgotten , would 
not haive been generally underftood without fome 
Explanation, which we have now endeavoured 
to give , hecaufe it feems a Point of Hiftory too 
material to be loft. IV e owe this Piece of Intelli- 
gence to an Intimate of the fuppofed Author . 
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Gentlemen,- ; • */, / 

S INCE the firft Inftitution of your Society, 
I have always thought you capable of the 
greateft Things. Such a Number of Perfons, 
Members of Parliament, true Lovers of our 
Conftitution in Church ^nd State, meeting at 
certain Times, gnd mixmg Bufmefs and Con- 
verfation together, without the Forms and Con- 
ftraint neceffary to be obferved in publick Ai- 
fembhes, muft very much improve eacli others 
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t/nderftanding, correft and fix your Judgment, 
and prepare yourfelves againft any Defigns of the 
oppofite Party. Upon the Opening of this Seflion, 
an Incident hath happened j to provide againft the 
Confequences whereof will require your ut- 
moft Vigilance and Application. All this laft 
Summer the Enemy was working under Ground y 
and laying their Train j they gradually became 
more frequent and bold in their Pamphlets and 
Pajpers, while thofe on our Side were dropped, 
as if we had no farther Occafion for them. 
Some Time before, an Opportunity fell into 
their Hands, which they have cultivated ever 
lince } and thereby have endeavoured, in fome 
Sort, to turn thole Arts againft us, which had 
been fo effe&ually employed to their Ruin : A 
plain Demonftration of their fuperior Skill at 
Intrigue ; to make a Stratagem liicceed a fe- 
cond Time ; and this even againft thofe who 
firft tried it upon them. I know not whether 
this Opportunity I have mentioned could have 
been prevented by any Care, without (training 
a very tender Point , which thofe chiefly con- 
cerned avoided by all Means, becaufe it 
might feem a Counterpart of what they had fo 
much condemned in their Predeceflbrs ; al- 
though it is certain the two Cafes were widely 
different j and if Policy had once got the better 
of. Good-nature, all had been fafe, for there 
was no other Danger in View : But the Confe- 
quences of this were foreleen from the Begin- 
ing 5 and thole who kept the Watch % had early 
Warning of it. It would have been a Maftejs 
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piece of Prudence, in this Cafe, to have made 1 
a Friend of an Enemy. But whether that were 
poflible to be compafierd, or whether it were ’ 
ever attempted, is now too late to enquire. 
All Accommodation was rendered defperate by 
an unlucky Proceeding fome Months ago at 
JVindfor , which was a Declaration of War too 
frank and generous for that Situation of Af- 
fairs j and, I am told, was not approved by a 
certain great Minifter. It was obvious to fup- 
pofe, that in a Particular, where the Honour 
and Intereft of a Hujband were Co clofely united 
with thofe of a Wife, he might be fure of her 
utmoft Endeavours for his Prote&ion, although 
fhe neither loved nor efteemed him. The Dan- 
ger of lofing Power, Favour, Profit, ahd a 
Shelter from Domefiick Tyranny , were ftrong 
Incitements to ftir up a working Brain, early 
pra&ifed in all the Arts of Intriguing. Nei- 
ther is itfafe to count upon the Weaknefs of 
any Man's Underftanding, who is thoroughly 
pofTeffed with the Spirit of Revenge to lharpen 
his Invention : Nothing elfe is required befides 
Obfequioufnefs and AJfiduity ; which, as they are 
often the Talents of thofe who have no better, 
fb, they are apt to make Impreflions upon the 
bejt and greateft Minds, 

It was no fmall Advantage to the defigning 
Party, that fmce the Adventure at Windfor , the 
Per fan' on c w.bom woe fo much depend , was long 
abfent by'6icknefs; which hindered him from 
purfuing thofe Meafures, that Miniftcrs are in 
Prudence forced to take, to defend their Coun- 
; • U7 
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try and themfelves againft an irritated FaCfion. 
The Negotiators on the other Side improved 
this favourable Conjuncture to the utmoft $ and 
by an unparallel’d Boldnefs, accompanied with 
many Falftioods, perfuaded certain Lords, who 
were already in the fame Principle, but were 
• afraid of making a wrong Step, left it fhould 
lead them out of their Coaches into the Dirt 5 that 
voting, in Appearance, againft the Court, 
would be the lafeft Courfe to avoid the Danger 
they moil apprehended, which was that of lof- 
ing their Penfions j and their Opinions, when -- 
produced, would, by feemingly contradicting 
their Intereft, have an Appearance of Virtue 
into the Bargain. This, with fome Argu- 
ments of more immediate Power , went far in 
.producing that ftrange unexpected Turn* we 
have fo lately feen, and from which bur Adver- 
faries reckoned upon fuch wonderful EffeCts 5 
and fome of them, particularly my Lord Chief 
Tuftice, began to aCt as if all were already in 
their Power. 

But, although the more immediate Caufes of 
this Defertion were what I have above related, 
yet I am apt to think, it would hardly have 
been attempted, or at lealt not have fucceeded, 
but for a prevaling Opinion, that the Church 
Party and the Minifters had different Views, 
or at leaft were not fo firmly united as they 
ought to have been. It was commonly faid, 
and, I fuppofe, not without fome Ground of 
Truth, that many Gentlemen of your Club 
ywe difcontented to find fo little done \ that 
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they thought it looked as if People were fat 
in earnej ?j that they expe&ed to fee a thorough 
Change , with refpeft to Employments ; and 
although every Man could not be provided for, 
yet when all Places were filled with Perfons of 
good Principles, there would be fewer com* 
plaints, and lefs Danger from the other Party 5 
that this Change was hoped for all laft Sum* 
mer, and even to the Opening of the Seffion, 
yet nothing done. On the other Hand, it was 
urged by lome, in Favour of the Miniftry, that 
it was impoffible to find Employments for one 
Pretender in twenty 5 and therefore, in grati- 
fying one, nineteen would be difobliged 5 but 
while all had leave to hope, they would all 
endeavour to deferve ; But this again was 
efleemed a yery fhallow Policy, which was too 
eafily fecn through, muft fbon come to an End, 
and would caufe $ general Difcontent j with 
twenty other Objections, to which it was liable. 
And indeed, confidering the fhort Life of Mi- 
ni fters in our Climate, it was with fome Rea- 
fon thought a little hard, that thofe, for whom 
any Employment was intended, fhould by fuch 
a Delay,be probably deprived of half theirBene- 
fit $ not to mention, that a Miniftry is beft con- 
firmed, when all inferior Officers are in its In- 
tereft. 

I have iet this Caufe of Complaint in the 
ftrongeft Light, although my Defign is to en- 
deavour that it fhould have no Manner of 
Weight with you, as I am confident our Ad* 
verfaries counted upon, and do ftilj expeft tQ 
find mighty Advantages by it. 
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But it is rteceffary to fay fomething to tins 
Objection, which in all Appearance lieth lb 
hard upon the prefent Miniftry. What (hall 
I offer upon fo tender a Point > How /hall I 
convey an Anfwer that none will apprehend, 
txcept thofe for whom I intend it ? I have often 
pitied the Condition of great Minifters upon 
ieveral Accounts ; but never fo much upon any, 
as when their Duty obliges them to bear the 
Blame and Envy of Actions, for which they 
will not be anfwerable in the next World, al- 
though they dare not convince the prefent, un- 
til it is too late. This Letter is fent you* 
Gentlemen , from no mean Hand, nor from a 
Perfdn .uninformed, although for the reft as 
little concerned in Point of Intereft for any 
Change of Miniftry, as moft others of his Fel- 
low Subje&s. I may therefore affume fo much 
to myfelf, as to defire you will depend upon 
it, that a fhort Time will make manifeft, how 
little the Defeat you complain of, ought to lie 
at that Door where your Enemies would be 
glad to fee you place it. ■The wifeft Man who 
is not very near the Spring of Affairs, but 
views them only in their Iflues and Events, 
will be apt to fix Applaufes and Reproaches 
in the wrong Place ; which is the true Caufe 
of a Weaknefs that I never yet knew Great 
Minifters without; I mean their being deaf to 
all Advice : For, if a Perfon of the beft Under- 
ftanding offers* his Opinion in a Point where he ' 
is not Matter of all the Circumftances (which 
perhaps are not to be tokl) it is a hundred to 

Vol. IX* C c ' one. 
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one, but he runs into an Abfurdity : Fronj 
whence it is, that Minjfters falfly conclude 
themfelves to be equally wifer than others in 

f eneral Things, where thp common Reafon of 
lankind ought to be tl;e Judge ; and is pro- 
bably lefs biafled than theirs/'* I have known 
« great Man of excellent Parts, blindly purfup 
a Ppij'it of no Importance, againft the Advice 
cf every Friend he had, until it ended in hi? 
Jfcuin. I have feen great Abilities rendered 
utterly ufelefs, by unaccountable and unnecef- 
fcry Delay, and by Difficulty of Accefs, by 
which a thoufand Opportunities are fpffered to 
^fcape. I have obferved the JlrpngeJi Shoulders 
to hnk under too great a Load of Btifmefs. for 
want of dividing a due Proportion among 
pthers. Tbefe, and more that might be named; 
are obvious Failings, which every rational 
Man may be allowed to difcern, as well as la- 
ment j and wherein the wifeft Minifter may 
receive Advice from others of inferior Under- 
Handing. But in thcfe Adiions where we are 
not thoroughly informed of all the Motives and 
Circumftances, it is hardly poffible, that our 
Judgment flipuld not be miflaken. I have of- 
ten been one of the Company, ’ where we have 
all blamed a Meafure taken, whiph hath after- 
ward proved the only one that could poflibly 
have fucceeded. Nay, I have known thofc 
very Men, who have formerly been in the Se- 
cret of Affairs, when a new Set of People 
hath come in, offering their Refinements and 
Coujcdhires, in a very plaufible Manner, upon 

• mat 
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/was palling, and widely err in all they 
Advanced. 

Whatever Occafioris may have been giveni. 
for Complaints, that enough bath not been done§ 
thofe Complaints fhould not be carried fo fat 
as to make us forget what hath been done± 
which at firft was a great deal more than we 
hoped, or thought practicable ; and you may 
t>e allured, that fo much Courage and Addrefii 
were not employed in the beginning of fo great 
& Work, without a Refdlution of carrying it? 
through, as fall as Opportunities would offer* 
Any of the itioft fanguine Gentlemen in your 
Club wotild gladly have compounded twd 
Years ago, to have teen affured of feeing Af- 
fairs in the prefent Situation : It is principally 
to the Abilities of one great Man , that you* 
Gentlemen i owe the Happinefs of meeting toge- 
ther, to cultivate good Principles, and form 
yourfelves into a Body for defending .yout 
Country again# a reftlels and dangerous Fac- 
tion. It is to the fame we all owe that mighty 
Change in the moft important Polls of the 
Kingdom j that we fee the facred Perfon of ouif 
Prince encompafled by thofe, whom we otu> 
ftlves wotild have Chofen, if it hath Been left trt 
6ur Power s And if every thing befides, that 
you could wifh, hath not been hitherto done/ 
you will be but juft to impute if to fame' pow- 
erful, although unknown Impediments , wherein 
the Miniftry is more to be lamented than blam- 
edrf But there is good Reafon to hope, front"- 
4 , € c * 1 
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the vigorous Proceedings of the Court, that 
thefe Impediments will, in a Ihort Time, effec- 
tually be removed : And one great Motive to 
haften the Removal of them, will, doubtlefs, 
be the Refle&ion upon thofe dangerous Confe- 
quences which had like to have enfued upon 
not removing them before. Befides, after fo 
plain and formidable a Convi&ion, That mild 
and moderate Methods meet with no other Re- 

• i I r ♦ 

ception or Return, than to ferve as Opportuni- 
ties to the infatiable Malice of an Enemy j 
Power will awake to vindicate itfelf, and dif- 
arm its Oppefers, at leaft, of all offenfme 
Weapons, 

. Confider, if you pleafe, how hard befet the 
prcfent Miniftry hath been on every Side : By 
the Impoffibility of carrying on the War any 
longer, without taking the moft defperate 
Coui'fes $ or of recovering Spain from the Houfe 
of Bourbon , altho’ we could continue it many 
Years longer: By the Clamours of a Fa£tion 
againft any Peace without that Condition, 
which the moft knowing among themfelves al- 
lowed to be impra&icable : By the fecret Cabals 
of foreign Minifters, who have endeavoured 
to inflame our People, and fpirited up a link- 
ing Fa&ion to blaft all our Endeavours for 
Peace, with thofe popular Reproaches of France 
and the Pretender j not to mention the Danger 
they have been in from private bifinuations of 

Juch a Nature as it was almoft impoflible to 

v Jfence againft. Thefe Clouds now begin fo 

blow 


Digitized by Google 



the October ClVbV 293 

blow over, and thofe who are at the Helm will 


have Leifure to look about them, and complete 
what yet remains to be done. 

That Confederate Body which now makes 
tip the adverfe Party, cohfifteth of an Union fo 
toonftrous and unnatural, that," in a little Time, 
ft mu ft of Neceflity fall to Pieces The Dijjen - 
ten. With Reafon, think themfelves betrayed 
and fold by their Brethren. What the/ have 
been told , that the prefent Bill againft Occajionat 
Conformity , was to prevent a greater Evil, is 
an Excufe foo grofs to pafs $ and if any other 

S rofound Refinement Were meant, it is now 
ome to nothing.. The remaining Se&ioris of 
the Party have no‘ other Tie,* but that of an 
inveterate Hatred and Rancour againft thofe in 
Power, without agreeing in any other comhioa; 

• Intereft,* not cemented by Principle or perfonal 
Friendfhip r I fpeak particularly of their Lead* 
ers ; and although' I know that Court Enmities 
are as inconftandas its Friendships, yet, front 
the Difference of Temper and Principle, as 
well as the Scars remaining of former Ammo- 
fifties, I am perfuaded their League will not 
fi>e of long Continuance : I know feveral of 
them, who will never pardon thofe with whom 
they are now in Confederacy ; and when once 
they fee the prefent Miniftry thoroughly fixed, 
they will grow weaiy of hunting upon a cold 
Scent , or playing a deff crate Game , and crum- 
ble away. 

On the othet Side, while the Malice of that 


Party continues in Vigour, while they yet feel 
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the Bruifes of their Fall, which pain them 
afreflt fince their late Dif appointment > they will 
leave no Aits untried to recover themlelves ; 
and it behoves all, who have any Regard f'of 
the Safety of the Queen, or her Kingdom, to 
join unanimoufly againft an Adveriary, who 
will return full fraught with Vengeance upon 
the firft Opportunity that fhall offer : And this 
perhaps is more to be regarded, becaufe that 
Party feem yet to have a Referve of Hope, in 
the fame Quarter from whence their laji Rein r 
forccment came . Neither can any thing cul- 
tivate this Hope of theirs, fo much as a Dis- 
agreement among ourfelves, founded upon a 
Jealoufy of the Miniftry, who, I think, need 
no better a Teftimony of their good Intentions, 
than the inceffant Rage of the Party -Leaders 
againft them. 

There is one Fault, which both Sides are apt 
to charge upon themfelves, a$d very generoufly 
commend their Adverfaries for the contrary 
Virtue. The 'Tories acknowledge, that the 
Whigs out-did them in rewarding their Friends, 
and adhering to each other : The Whigs allow 
the fame to the Tories. I am apt to think, that 
the former may a little excel the latter in this 
Point ; for doubtlefs the Tories are lels vindic- 
tive of the two j and whoever is remifs in fu- 
nijhing , will probably be fo iij rewarding j al- 
though, at the fame, I well remember the Cla- 
mours often railed during the Reign of that 
Party againft the Leaders, by thofc who thought 
their Merits were got rewarded $ and they had 
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Reafon on their Sides ; becaufe it is, no doubt, 
a Misfortune to forfeit Honour and Confcience 
. for nothing : But, furely, the Cafe is very dif- 
ferent at this Time, when whoever adheres to 
the Adminiftration, doth Service to God, his 
Prince, and his Country, as well hs contributes 
to his own private Intereft and Safety. 

But, if tiie Whig Leaders were more grateful 
in rewarding their Friends, it muft be avowed 
likewife, that the Bulk of them was in general 
more zealons for the Service of their Party, 
even when abftrailed from any private Advan- 
tage, as might be obferved in a thoufand In- 
ftances ; for which I would likewife commend 
them, if it were not natural for Mankind to be 
more violent in an ill Caufe than a good one. 

The perpetual Difcord of Factious, with fe- 
veral Changes of late Years in the very Nature 
of out Government, have controuled many 
Maxims^ among us. The Court and Country 
Party, which ufed to be the old Divifion, feems 
now to be ceal’ed, or fufpended for better TiniejL 
and nvorfe Princes . The Queen and Minifoy . 
ftre, at this Time, fully in the true Interetl of 
the Kingdom $ and therefore the Court and 
Country are. of a Side j and the IVhizs, -who 
originally were of the latter, are now. of nei- 
ther, but an independent Faflion, nuried Up 
by the QfeceJJities or Mijlakcs of a late rood, aU 
tho' unexperienced Prince. Court and Country 
ought therefore to join their Forces againtt thole 
common Enemies, until they are entirely dif- 
tperfed and disabled, It is enough to arm our- 
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Alves againft them, when we confider that th£ 
greateft Misfortune which can befal the Nation^ 
are what would mo ft anfwer their Interejl and 
their Wijbes ; -a perpetual War irrereafes their 
Money, breaks and beggars their Landed Ene- 
mies. The Ruin of the Chinch would pleafe 
the Dijfenters , Deifts t and Socinians , whereof 
the Body of the Party confifts. A Common- 
^wealthy or a Prote£lor> would gratify tWt Re* 
publican Principles of fome, and the Ambition 
of others* among them .f 

I would infer from hence, that no Difcon- 
terits of an inferior Nature, fuch, I mean, as 
I have already mentioned, fhould be carried fo 
far as to give any ill Impreftion of the prefent 
Miniftry. If all Things have not been hither- 
to done as yOu, Gentlemen , could reafonably 
wifti, it can be imputed only to the fecret Instru- 
ments of that Faction. The T ruth of this 
hath appeared from fome late Incidents more 
vifibly tnan formerly. Neither do I believe 
jdiat any one will now make a Doubt, whether 
\ certain Per Jon be in earnefl, after the united 
and avowed Endeavours of a whole Party to 
ftrike dire&ly at his Head. 

When it happens, by fome private crofs In- 
trigues, that a great Man hath not the Power 
which is drought due to his Station, he will, 
however, probably defire the Reputation of it, 
without which he neither can preierve tnc Dig- 
nity, nor hardly go thro’ the common Bufinefc 
of his Place j yet is it that Reputation to which 
he owes all the Envy and Hatred of others, a3 

Well- 
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well as his ownDifquiets. Mean time his ex- 
pecting Friends impute all their Dilappoint*- 
ments to fome deep Defign, or to his Deleft of 
.Good - will ; and his Enemies are fure to cry u£ 
his Excels of Power, efpecialiy in tjiofe Points 
where they arc confident it is moil: fhortened. 

A Minifter, in this difficult Cafe, is fometimes 
forced to preferve his Credit, by forbearing 
what is in his Power, for fear of difeovering 
how far the Limits extend of what is not $ or 
^perhaps for fear of flowing an Inclination 
contrary to that of his Mailer. Yet all this 
while he lies under the Reproach of Delay , Un- 
JleddinefS) <jr Want of Sincerity . So that there 
are many Inconveniencies and Dangers, either 
in discovering, or concealing the Want of . - 
Power. Neither is it hard, to conceive, that 
Minifters may happen to iutfer for tne Sins df 
their PredeceJfors y who, by their great Abides 
and Monopolies of Power and Favour, have 
taught Princes to be more thrifty for the future 
in the Diftributioii of both. And as in common 


Life, whoever hath been long confined, is very 
fond of his Liberty, and will not eaftly endure 
the veiy Appearance of Reftraint, even from 
thofe who have been the Inftruments in fetting 
him free j fo it is with the Recovery of Power, 
which is ulually attended with an undiflinguiibed 
Jealoufy, left it ffiould be again invaded. In fuch 
a Junfture, I cannot difeover why a wife and ho- 
ijeft Man fhould venture to place himfelf at the 
Head of Affairs upon any other Regard than 
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the Safety of his Country, and the Advici of 
Socrates , to prevent an ill Man from coming ini 
Upon the whole, I do not fee any one Ground 
of Sufpicion or Diflike, which you, Gentlemen^ 
or others, who wilh well to their Country, may 
have entertained about Pcrfons or Proceedings* 
but what may probably be mifapprehended 
even by thofe who think they have the belt In- 
formation. Nay, I vVill venture to go one Step 
farther, by adding, that although it may. not 
be prudent to fpeak out upon this Occafion ; 
yet, whoever will reafon impartially upon the 
whole State of Affairs, mull entirely acquit the 
Miniltry of that Delay and Neutrality which 
have been laid to their Charge. * Or fuppofe 
fome fmall Part of this Aceufation were true, 
(which I pofitively know to be otherwife, where- 
of the World will loon be convinced) yet the 
Conferences of any Refentment, at this Time* 
mult either be none at all, or the moft fatal that 
can be imagined j for if the prefent Miniftry 
he made fo unealy, that a Change be thought 
neceffary, Things will return ot CoUrfe into 
the old Hands of thofe, whole little Fingers will 
be found heavier than their Fredccejfors Loins . 
The Wbig-FaBion is fo dexterous at Corrupting, 
&nd the People fo fufceptible of it, that you can- 
not be ignorant how eafy it will be, after fuch 
a Turn of Affairs, upon a new Election, to 
procure a Majority againft you. They will re- 
lume their Power with a Spirit like that of Ma- 
rius or Sjlla, or the laft. Triumvirate j and 
thofe Miiulters, who have been molt cenfured 

for 
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for too much Hefitation, will fall the firft Sa- 
crifices to their Vengeance $ but thefe are the 
fmalleft Mifchiefs to be apprehended from ftich 
returning Exiles. What Security can a Prince 
hope for his Perfon, or his Crown, or even for 
the Monarchy jtfelf ? He muft expert to fee 
his heft Friends brought to the Scaffold for 
averting bis Rights ; to fee his Prerogative tram- 
pled on, and his Treafure applied to feed the 
' Avarice of thcfe avho make themfelves his Keep- 
ers j to hear himfelf treated with Infolence and 
Contempt ; to have his Family purged at Flea - 
fare by their Humour and Malice j and to re- 
tain even the Name and Shadow ot a King no 
longer than his Ephori fhall think fit. 

Thefe are the inevitable Confequences of fuch 
a Change of Affairs, as that envenomed Party 
is now projefting, which will beft be prevented 
by your firmly adhering to theprefentMiniftry, 
until this Domefick Enemy is out of all P ofiibi- 
lity q f making Head any more, 
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• By the Dean of St. Patrick’s. 


Written in the Year 1737* 

I T hath been a general Complaint, that the 
Poor-Houle, especially fince the new Confti- 
tution by Aft of Parliament, hath been of no 
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Benefit to this City, for the Eafe of which it 
was wholly intended. I had the Honour to be. 
a Member of it many Years before it was new 
modelled by the Legiflature 5 not from any per- 
sonal Regard, but merely as one of the two 
Beans who are of Courfe put into moft Com- 
millions that relate to the City j and I have . 
tikewife the Honour to have been left out of fe*- 
veral Commiflions upon the Score of Party, in 
which my Predeceflors, Tin]? put of Mind, 
have always been Members. 

The firft Commiflion was made up of about 
fifty Perfons, which were, the Lord Mayor, 
Ald$rmen ? and Sheriffs, an 4 fonje few other 
Citizens ; *tHe Judges, the two Archbifhops, 
fhe two Deans of the pity, and one or |wo more 
Gentlemen. And I muft confefs my opinion, 
that the diffolving the old Commiflion, and 
pftablifhing a new one of near three times the 
Number, nave been the great Caufe of render- 
ing fo good a Deflgn npt only ufelefs, but a 
Grievance inftead of a Benefit to the City. In 
the prefent Commiflion all the City Clergy are 
included, befides a great Number of 'Squires, 
tiot only thofe who refide in Dublin , and the 
Neighbourhood, but feveral who live at a great 
Biffance, and cannot poffibly have the leaft 
Concern for the Advantage of the City. 

At the few general Meetings that I have atr 
tended fince the new Eftablifhment, I obferved 
very little was done except one or two A6t$ ©f 
extreme Juftice, which I then thought might as 
well have been fpared : And I have found the 
Vot. IX. . D 4 Court 
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Court of Afliftants ufually taken up in ii:tfe 
Wrangles about Coachmen, or adjufting Ac- 
counts of Meal and Small Beer j which, 
however neceffary, might fometimes have given 
Place to Matters of much greater Moment, I 
mean fome Schemes recommended to the Gene- 
. ral Board, for anfwering the chief Ends in 
ere&ing and eftablifhing fuch a Poor-Houfe, 
and endowing it with fo confiderable a Reve- 
nue : And the principal End I. take to have 
been that of maintaining the Poor and Orphans 
of the City, where the Parifhes are not able to 
do it ; and clearing the Streets from all Strol- 
lers, Foreigners, and fturdy Beggars, ^with 
which, to the univerfal Complaint and Admi- 
ration, Dublin is more infefted fince the EUa- 
bli foment of the Poor-Houfe, than it was ever 
known to be fince its firft Ereftion. 

As the whole Fund for fupportmg this Hof* 
pital is raifed only from the Inhabitants of the 
City ; fo there can be hardly anything more 
abfurd than to foe it mifemploycd in maintain- 
ing Foreign Beggars and Baftards, or Orphans, j 
whofe Country Landlords never contr ibuted one 
Shilling towards their Support. I would en- 
gage, that half this Revenue, if employed 
with common Care, and no very great Degree 
of common Honefty, would maintain all the . 
real Obje&s of Charity in this City, except a 
fmall Number of original Poor in every Parilh, 
who might, without being burthenfome to the 
Parifoionei s, ford a tolerable Support. « 
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’I have for fome Years paft applied myfelf to 
feveral Lord Mayors, and the late Archbifhop 
of Dublin y for a Remedy to this Evil ;of foreign 
Beggars ; and they all appeared ready to re- 
ceive a very plain Propolal, I mean, that of 
Badging the Original Poor of every Parifh, 
who begged in the Streets ; That, the faid Beg- 
gars fhould be confined to their own Parifhes ; 
That, they fhould wear their Badges well « 
fown upon one of their Shoulders, always Yifi- 
ble, on Pain of being whipped and turned out 
of Town ; or whatever legal Punifhment may 
be thought proper and effe&ual’. But, by the 
wrong Way of thinking in fome Clergymen, 
and the Indifference of others, this Method 
was perpetually defeated, to their own conti- 
nual Difquiet, which they do not ill deferve ; 
and if the Grievance affe&ed only them, it 
would be of lefs Confequence ; becaufe the Re- 
medy is in their own Power : But, all Street- 
walkers and Shop-keepers bear an equal Share 
In this hourly Vexation. 

I' never heard more than one Objeftion a- 
gainft this Expedient of badging the Poor, and 
confining their Walks to their feveral Parifhes. 

The Objeftion was this : What fhall we do 
with die Foreign Beggars ? Mult they be left 
to ftarve ? I anlwered, No j but they muft be 
driven or whipped out of Town ; and let the 
next Country Parifh do as they pleafe, or ra- 
ther, after the Practice in England , fend them 
from one Parifh to another, until they reach 
their own Homes. By the Old Laws of Mngr 
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land ftill in Force, and I prefame by thoft of 
Ireland , eveiy Parifh is bound to maintain iff 
own Poor } and the Matter is of no fuch Confe- 
rence in this Point as fome would make it* 
whether a Country Parish be rich or poor. In 
the remoter and poor Parifhes of the Kingdom,- 
all Neceflaries for Life proper for poor People 
are comparatively cheaper; I mean Butter- 
milk, Oat-meal, Potatoes, and other Vegeta* 
bles ; and every Farmer or Cottager who is not 
himfelf a Beggar, can fometimes fpare a Sup 
or a Model, not worth a fourth Part of a Far- 
thing, to an indigent Neighbour of his own 
Parifh, who is difabled from Work. A Beg-> 
gar Native of the Parifh is known to the 'Squire* 
to the Church Minifter, to the P©pifk‘ Prieft, 
or the Conventicle Teachers, as well as to eve- 
iy Fanner : He hath generally fome Relations 
able to live, and contribute fomething to his 
Maintenance. * None of which Advantages can 
be reafonably expefted on a Removal to Places 
where he is altogether unknown. , If he be not 

S iite rriairhed, he and his Trull, and Litter of 
rats (if he has any) may get half their Sup- 
port by doing fomeKind of Work in their Pow- 
er, and thereby be lefs burthen lome to the Peo* 
pie. Infhort, allNeceffariesof Life grow in 
the Country, and not in Cities, and are cheap- 
er where they grow ; nor is it equal that Beg- 
gars fhould put us to the Charge of giving them 
Vidhials, and the Carriage too. 

But, when the Spirit of wandring takes him, 
attended by his Females and their Equipage of 

Children* 
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Children, he becomes a Nuifance to th^vhole 


Country : He and his Females are Thieves, and 
teach the Trade of Healing to their Brood at 
four Years old; and if his Infirmities be coun- 
terfeit, it is dangeroHs for a fingle Perfon un- 
armed to meet him on the Road. He wanders 
from one Country to another, but Hill with a 
View to this Town, whither he arrives at laft, 
and enjoys all the Privileges of a Dublin Beg- 


gar. 

I do not wonder that the Country ’Squires 
fhould be very willing to fend up their Colo- 
nies ; but why the City fhould be content to 
receive them, is beyond my Imagination. 

If the City were obliged by their Charter to 
maintain a thoufand Beggars, they could do 
it cheaper by Eighty per Cent, a hundred . 
Miles off, than in this Town, or any of its 
Suburbs. 

There is no Village in Connaught , that in 
Proportion fhares fo deeply in the daily increaf- 
ing Miferies of Ireland, as its Capital City j 
to which Miferies there hardly remained any 
Addition, except the perpetual Swarms of 
Foreign Beggars, who might be banifhed in a 
Month without Expence, and with very little 
Trouble. 

As I am plrfonally acquainted with a great 
. Number of Street- Beggars, I find fome weak 
Attempts have been made in one or two Pa- 
ri files to promote the wearing of Badges : and 
my firft Queftion to thofe who alk an Alms is, * 
Where is jour Badge ?. I haye, in ieveral Yeayr^: 
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fnet,\v?th about a Dozen who were ready t<t 
produce them, fome out of their Pockets, o timers 
from under their Coat, and two or three on 
their Shoulders, only covered with a fort of 
Capes which they could lift up, or let down* 
upon Oceafion.' They are too lazy to work j 
they are not afraid to fteal, nor afhamed to beg, 
Rna yet are top proud to be feen with a Badge, 
as many of them have confeffed to me, and not 
a few in very injurious Terms, particularly 
the Females* They all look upon fuch an Ob- 
ligation as a high Indignity done to their Of- 
fice. I appeal to all indifferent People, whe- 
ther fuch Wretches deferve to be relieved. As 
to royfelf, I muft con-fefs, this abfurd Infolence 
hath fo affe&ed me, that, for feveral Years 
paft, I have not difpofed of one frngle Farthing 
to a Street Beggar, nor intend to do fo until I 
fee a better Regulation 5 and I have endeavour- 
ed to perfuade all my Brother- walkers to fol- 
low my Example, which moft of them affure 
me they do. For, if Beggary be not able to 
beat out Pride, it cannot deferve Charity. How- 
ever, as to Perfons in Coaches ana Chairs, 
they bear but little of the Perfecutionwe fuffer, 
and are willing to leave it entirely upon us. 

To fay the Truth, there is not a more un- 
deferving vicious Race of Human-kind than 
the Bulk of thofe who are reduced to Beggary^ 
even in this beggarly Country. For as a great 
Part of our publick Miieries is originally ow- 
ing to Our own Faults (but what thofe F aults 
I am grown by Experience too wary to 
• mention) 
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.mention) fo I am confident, that, among the 
meaner People, nineteen in twenty of thofe 
who are reduced to a ftarving Condition, did 
not become fo by what the Lawyers call the 
Wdrk of God, either upon their Bodies or 
Goods; but merely from their own Idlenefs, 
attended with all manner of Vices, particularly 
JDrunkennefs, Thievery, and Cheating. 

Whoever enquires, as I have frequently 
done, from thofe who have alked me ah 
Alms, what was their former Courfe of Life, 
will find them to have been Servants in good 
Families, broken Tradefmen, Labourers, Cot- 
tagers, and what they call decayed Houfe- 
keepers ; but (to ufe their own Cant) reduced 
by Lofles and CrofTes, by which nothing can 
be underftood but Idlenefs and Vice. - ; 

As this is the only Chriftian Country where 
People, contrary to the old Maxim, are the 
• Poverty, and not the Riches of the Nation ; 
fo the Bleffing of Increafe and Multiply is by 
us converted into a Curfe : And, as Mar- 
riage hath been ever countenanced in all free 
Countries, fo we fhould be lefs miferable if it 
were difcouraged in ours, as far as can be 
confident with Chriftianity. It is feldoin 
known in England, that die Labourer, the 
lower Mechanick, tfye Servant, or the Cotta- 
ger, thinks of marrying, until he hath faved 
up a Stock of Money fufficient to carry on his 
Bufinefs ; or takes a Wife without a liiitable 
Portion J and as ieldom faik of making a 

yearly 
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yearly Addition to that Stock, with a View 
of providing for his Children. But, in this 
Kingdom, the Cafe is dire&ly contraiy, where 
many thoufand Couples are yearly married, 
vvhoie whole united Fortunes, bating the Rags 
on their Backs, would not be fufficient to pur- 
chafe a Pint of Butter-milk for their Wedding- 
Supper, nor have any Profpe& of fupporting 
their honourable State but by Service, or La- 
bour, or Thievery. Nay, their Happinefs is 
often deferred until they find Creditto borrow, 
or Cunning to deal, a Shilling to pay their 
Popifli Pried, or infamous Couple-Beggar. 
Surely no miraculous Portion of Wifdom would 
be required to find fome kind of Remedy 
againftthis deftru£Hve Evil, or at leaft, not to 
draw the Confequences of it upon our decay- 
ing City, the greateft Part whereof muft, of 
Courie, in a few Years become defolate, or 
in Ruins. 

In all other Nations that are not abfolutely 
barbarous, Parents think themfelves bound by 
the Law of Nature and Reafon, to make fome 
Provifion for their Children ; but the Reafons 
offered by the Inhabitants of Ireland for mar- 
rying, is, that they may have Children to 
maintain them when they grow old, and un- 
able to work. * ‘ 

I am informed that we have been, for fome 
Time pad, extremely obliged to England for 
one very beneficial Branch of Commerce : for, 
it ffems they are grown fo gracious 'as to trartf- 
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jait US continually Colonies of Beggars, in re- 
turn for a Million of Money they receive 
yearly from hence. That I may give no Of- 
fence, I profefs to mean real Englijb Beggars 
in the literal Meaning of the Word, as it is 
tifually underftood by Proteftants. It feems 
the Juftices of the Peace and Parifh-Officers in 
Weftern Coafts of England have, a good while, 
followed the Trade of exporting hither their 
fupernumerary Beggars, in order to advance 
the Englijh Proteftant Intereft amqng us, and 
thefe they are fo kind to fend over gratis , and 
Duty-free. I have had the Honour, more 
than once, to attend large Cargoes of them 
from Cbejler to Dublin : And I was then fo- 
Ignorant as to give my Opinion, that our City 
fhould receive them into Bridewell, and, after * 
a Month’s Residence, having been well whipt 
twice a Day, fed with Bran and Water, and 
put to hard Labour, they Ihould be returned 
Iwneftly back with Thanks* as cheap as they * 
came : Or, if that were not approved of, I 
proposed, that whereas one Enghjbman is at* 
lowed to be of equal intrinfick Value with twelve 
horn in Ireland , we fhould, in Juftice, return 
them a dozen for one, to difpofe of as they 
pleafed. But to return. 

As to the native Poor of this City, there 
would be little or no Damage in confining them 
to their l'everal Pari flies. For Inftance : A 
Beggar of the Parifii of St. Warburgb'%, or 
any other Parifh here, if he be an Qbjeft of 

Com- 
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Companion, hath an equal Chance to receive 
his Proportion of Alms from every charitable 
Hand : becaufe the Inhabitants, one or other, 
walk through every Street in Town, and give 
their Alms, without confidering the Place, 
where*ever they think it may be well difpofed 
of: And thefe Kelps, added to what they get 
•in Eatables by going from Houfe to Houle, 
among the Gentry ahd Citizens, will, without 
being very burthenfome, be lufhcient to keep 
them alive.# 

• It is true, the Poor of the Suburb Parishes 
will not have altogether the fame Advantage, 
'becaufe they are not equally in the Road of 
Bufinefs and PafTengers : But here it is to ba 

• confidered, that the Beggars there have not fo 
good aTitle to publick Charity, becaufe moft 
of them are Strollers from the Country, and 

• compofe a principal Part of that great Nui- 
lance, which we ought to remove. 

I Ihould be apt to think, that few Things 
-can be more irkfome to a City-Minifter, than 
a Number of Beggars which do not belong to 
his Diftrift, whom he hath no Obligation to 
take Care of, who are no Part of his Flock, 
and who take the Bread out' of the Mouths of 
thole to whom it properly belongs. When .1 
'mention this Abufe to any Minilter of a City- 
Parifh, he ufually lays the Fault upon th« 
Beadles, who, he fays, are brib’d by the fo- 
reign Beggars : and, as^hofe Beadles pften 
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keep Ale-houfes, they find their Account in 
fuch Cuftomers. This Evil might eaiily be 
remedied, if the Parifhes would make fiome 
lmall Addition to the Salaries of a Beadle, and » 
be more careful in the Choice of thofe Officers. 
But, I conceive, there is one effie&ual Method 
in the Power of every Minifter to put in Prac- 
tice, j I mean, by making it the Intereft of all 
his own original Poor, to drive 'out Intruders 5 
for if the Parifli-Beggars were abfolutely for- 
bidden, by the Minifters and Church-Officers, 
to fuffer Strollers to come into the Parifh, upon 
Pain of themlelves not being permitted to beg 
Alms at the Church-Doors, or at the Iioufes 
and Shops of the Inhabitants, they would pre- 
vent Interlopers more effeftually than twenty . 
Beadles. 

And here I cannot but take Notice of the 
great Indifcretion of our City Shop-keepers, 
who fuffer their Doors to be daily beficged by 
Crouds of Beggars (as the Gates of a Lord are ' 
by Duns) to the great Difguft and Vexation of 
many Cuftomers, whom I have frequently ob- 
ferved to go to other Shops, rather than luffer 
fuch a Perfecution ; which might eafily be avoid- 
ed, if no foreign Beggars were allowed to in T 
feft them * 

Wherefore I /fo afTert, that the Shop-keepers, 
who are the greateft Complainers of this Grie- 
vance, lamenting that, tor every Cuftomer, 
they are worried by fifty Beggars, do very well 
delerve what they fuffer, when a ’Prentice with 
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ft Horfe-Whip is able to Ialh every Beggar 
from the Shop, who is not of the Parilh, and 
doth not wear the Badge of that Parilh on hi* 
Shoulder, well fattened, and fairly vifible j and 
if this Pra&ice were univerfal in every Houfe, 
to all the fturdy Vagrants, we Ihould, in a few 
Weeks, clear the Town of all Mendicants, ex-? 
$ept thofe who have a proper Title to our Cha- 
rity : As for the Aged and Infirm, it would 
be Efficient to give them nothing, and then they 
muft ftarve, or follow their Brethren. 

• It was the City that firft endowed this Hofpi- 
tal, and thofe who afterwards contributed, as 
they were fuch who generally inhabited 

. here, fo they intended what they gave to 
he for the Ufe of the City’s Poor. The 
Revenues which have fince been railed by Par- 
liament, are wholly paid by the City, without 
the leaft Charge upon any other Part of the 
Kingdom ; and therefore nothing could more 
defeat the original Defign, than to mifapply 
thofe Revenues on fir oiling Beggars or Baftards 
from the Country, which bears no Share in 
the Charges we are at. 

.. If fome of the Out-Parifhes be over-burthen- 
ed with Poor, the Real'on muft be, that the 
greateft Part of thefe Poor are Strollers front 
the Country, who neftle themfelves where they 
can find die cheapeft Lodgings, and from 
thence infeft every Part of the ToWn, out of 
which they ought to be whipp’d as a moll in- 
fufferable Nuifance, being nothing «ife but a 
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profligate Clan of Thieves, Drunkards, Hea- 
thens, and Whoremongers, fitter to be rooted 
out of the Face of the Earth, than fuffered to 
levy a vail annual Taif upon the City, which 
fhares too deep in the publick Miferies brought > 
on us by the Oppreffionc we lie under from cue 
Neighbours, our Brethren, our 'Countrymen, 
our Fellovv-Proteftants, and Fellow Subfe&s. 

Some time ago I was appointed ohe of a! 
Committee to enquire- into the Sa^e the 
'Work-houfe j where we found that a Jharity' 
was bellowed by a gi;-eat Perici. a cettam 
Time, which, in its Conlequenccs, operated 
very much to the Detriment of the Houfe ; fo 
when the Time was elapled, all thole • no w n- 
fupported by that Charity, continued o v 
fame Foot with the reft on the Founda>;o : 
and, being generally a Pack of profligate, v*r 
^gabond Wretches from feveral Paits of tie - 
Kingdom, corrupted all the reft: fo partial, 
pr treacherous, or igterefted, or ignorant, or * 
miftaken, are generally all Recommenders, 
not only to Employments, but even to Charity 
itfelf. 

I know it is complained, that the Difficulty 
of driving foreign Beggars out of the City is 
charged upon the Bello-Mers (as they are called) 
who find their Accounts bell in fuffering thoftjjv 
Vagrants to follow their Trade through every 
Part of the Town. But this Abufe might 
eafily be remedied, and very much to the Ad,, 
vantage of die whole City, if better Salaries 
Vol.IX. * * -Ee 
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were given to thofe who execute the Office Tar' 
the feveral Pari Hies, and would make it their 
Intereft to clear the Town of thofe Caterpillars, 
rather than hazard the Lofs of an Employment 
that would give them an honeft Livelihood. 
But, if that Ihould fail, yet a general Refolution 
of never giving Charity to a Street Beggar 
out of his own Parilh, or without a vihble 
Badge, would infallibly force all Vagrants to 
depart. 

There is generally a Vagabond Spirit in Beg- 
gars, which ought to be difcouraged, and le- 
verely punilhed. It is owing to the fame 
Cauies that drove them into Poverty ; I mean 
Idlenefs, Drunkennefs, and ralh Marriages, 
without the leaft Profpeft of fupporting a Fa- 
tnily by honeft Endeavours, which never came 
into their Thoughts. It is obferved, that hard- 
ly one Beggar m twenty looks upon himfelf to 
be relieved by receiving Bread, or other Food j 
and they have, in this Tbwn, been frequently 
feen to pour out of their Pitcher good Broth that 
hath been given them, into the Kennel } neither 
do they much regard Cloaths, unlefs to fell 
them ; for their Rags are Part of their Tools 
with which they work : They want only Ale, 
Brandy, and other ftrong Liquors, which can- 
hot be had without Money : and Money, as 
they conceive, always abounds in the Metro- 
polis. 

I had fome Thoughts to offer upon this Sub- 
ject. But as I am a Dcfpoader in my Nature, 
«, 3 And 






tionof our People, who never will move a Step 
towards eafing themfelves from any one fmgle 
Grievance ; it will be thought, that I have al 
ready faid too much, and to little or no Pur 
pofe, which hath often been the Fate or For 
tune of the Writer. 


April 22, 173-7* 
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